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Celebrating as a
family is what Bridge
House Founders’ Day

is all about! 
From the assembly in

the morning to the
laser light show finale
that evening, Friday 3
March was a day to

remember. 

Founders'
Day 2023

10 March 2023

At the morning assembly, the whole school, from Pre-Primary to Matric, gathered together
to celebrate twenty-eight years of Bridge House and to honour our Founders. It was a
privilege to have Founder, Susan Huxter, with us at this joyous occasion. Other VIPs were
Rory Malcolm (Board Director and retired Deputy Head of School); Wayne and Nicola
Stocks (Wayne is the Board Chair), Mr and Mrs Stocks (Snr) and Robyn Watkins
(previously PA to the Head in the early days of the school). After motivational addresses
by David Clark and Wayne Stocks, the Pre-Primary charmed the audience with their
performance. The Mustard Seed Group got the students up and dancing to their well-
known South African songs and after singing happy birthday, the students raised the roof
with the singing of the whole school song, "Rise".  

 
 

Later that afternoon, against the backdrop of our magnificent mountains on a beautiful
moonlit evening, Bridge House families enjoyed a festival, picnicking on the fields and
listening to the music provided by some of our own staff members, Greg Hinds, CJ Morkel,
Christo Roos (Jnr), Danielle Fisher and her Blarney Brother Dad, Danny Fisher, while our
students had a ball at the various activities. The finale was the incredible laser light show
which had everyone up on their feet and dancing in the light beams. Happy 28th Birthday,
Bridge House!







Founders’ Day Festival Potjie Competition - thank you to the competitors for entering into the spirit of
the evening and making your delicious potjies:
1st prize - Masala Warriors; 2nd prize - Butchi’s Broth; 3rd prize - Plaka Potjies; 4th prize - Die Soet
koekies. Thank you to the judges: Mark Holgate, Desmyn Green and Riaan van Rheede.

 

A sincere thank you to the
people who made the event
happen:

The Parents' Association, “Pink
People”, and their volunteers,
(not all in the photograph),
did a magnificent job. The PA
Committee always takes the
bull by the horns and just
does it! Thank you to RW
Kember, our Estate Manager
and his team, who made the
dream work.



I remember in the early years of my teaching
career attending a strategic workshop aimed at
positioning the future of the school (20+ years
ago - hard to believe, right?). The facilitators,
who were both parents of the school and both
successful businessmen in their own right, were
discussing and unpacking the various
stakeholders that a school has. At one point the
discussion turned a little heated when the
question arose whether the parents were
shareholders (to clarify: the shareholders being
referred to did not own actual shares) or
whether they were customers, and, whether the
students of the school were customers or
shareholders.
The predictable responses were bandied about
e.g. parents pay fees so therefore there might
be an implied ownership of what happens at
the school; thus they must be shareholders.
Others suggested students are part of the daily
educational experiences; therefore, they are the
customers. On the other side, the argument was
that parents choose the school and pay for the
service, which must therefore make them the
customers. A few other questions were raised
about who are the ones who benefit the most
from the educational experience.
The point the facilitators were trying to make
was to create awareness as to how best
schools can serve the interests of our
stakeholders by understanding their
expectations and the possible role/s that these
stakeholders assume (rightfully or wrongfully).

Education should be
transformational, not
transactional.

Despite noble intentions to drive efficiencies and
enhance competitive advantage, the unseen
danger and harm that this causes is that the
educational sphere is simplified into a
transactional space, which detracts from the
multiple layers of learning experiences that
constitute a school. 

I hope a few examples of the words and
phrases that land up in my inbox most weeks,
do not shock you too much. However, I use them
to support the point that I am trying to make.
These are phrases such as: “unacceptable
service”, “lack of professionalism”, “the way it has
been handled”, “formal investigation”, and “did
not expect this sort of treatment”.

I believe it was Socrates who once said, “You
don’t know what you don’t know.” I sometimes
find comfort in this saying, as we cannot expect
all stakeholders to understand the myriad of
variables which all have a role to play in how
schools operate, and I suppose this is also one
of the possible reasons why some issues are
conveyed or analysed in a biased
(exaggerated!) manner. For fear of stating the
obvious, the language used in emails often
undoes all the effort and time that teachers
spend on guiding and helping parents and
students develop a better understanding of
what is needed for us to work to a better
outcome, be it academically, behaviourally or
socially. 

At many times in my career I have thought back
to this workshop. And, as time has progressed, I
have realised more and more how the
language of the business world has made a
serious attempt (infiltrated) schools to fit
schools into some sort of business framework or
model. 

I came across this helpful article which has
been slightly adapted from Edutopia: 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/w
hat-education



Learning is the process of acquiring new
skills and understanding.
Education is an organised system of
learning. 
A school is a community of learners: a
group that comes together to learn with
and from each other. 

“There are a few terms that are often confused
or used interchangeably — “learning,”
“education,” and “school” — but there are
important differences between them. 

It is vital that we differentiate these terms:
children love to learn, they do it naturally; many
have a hard time with education, and some
have big problems with school.  
 

As a learning community I encourage us all
to regularly extend our thinking past the
world within which you (we) exist, which in
my opinion is fast becoming dominated by
transactional type thinking. We must
rebalance this by understanding the need
for our students to grow across multiple
dimensions. A big part of growth results in a
struggle of some sort. Distilling the issue into
a business model, or assuming either the
role of the shareholder or the customer, has
very few (if any) valuable learning lessons
for our students.

The intrinsic part of teaching and learning
(which cannot be measured or valued)
must never be underestimated or
undervalued as this remains at the heart of
transformational education.And as we all live in two worlds—the world

within you that exists only because you do, and
the world around you—the core purpose of
education is to enable students to understand
both worlds.”

Andrew Jones
College Deputy Head: Wider Curriculum,
Sport and Boarding



Collaboration
By collaborating on a task, such as the Grade 2's teamwork challenge to build a mosaic, the
pupils build essential social and communication skills and stronger relationships with their peers. 



"Go down deep enough into anything and you will
find Mathematics" - Dean Schlicter
On Wednesday, the Grade 3, 5, 6 and 7 pupils celebrated Maths Day in alignment with the
Mathletics World Maths day. Prizes were awarded for the best dressed in each Grade and our
family groups took part in a "Maths Treasure Hunt" which required teamwork and precise
calculations to find the treasure. Each of the Maths classes spent their lesson time on the day
participating in the "International Live Mathletics Challenge" against thousands of students
across the world. Much Maths was done and a lot of fun was had!



Senior Primary Club - Journaling
Thursday morning Journaling Club is a great way to start the day!



Grade 4 Camp
Camps - always a brilliant wider curriculum learning experience for students in all Grades. The
Grade 4 camp focuses on team building, problem solving and adventure. They had a wonderful
time at the Breede River. 



College Innovation Club
This week in the Innovation Club, Mrs Cave is making progress on developing a Bridge House
Robot using a baseboard printed on the 3D printer. Jordynne Kilfoil prototyped her tape
dispenser which she designed herself and Louis van Zyl printed a Hogwarts Sorting Hat.
Watch this space for interesting design and electronics products from the Innovation Hub.



Creative Writing - a Blog by Lulama Mayise (Grade 11)
 

WHY CAPE TOWN IS MORE THAN MOUNTAINS,
MANDELA AND MIMOSAS. 

Welcome to the Mother City. 

“Stay Hungry, Stay Foolish.” 
In the famous words of Rashmi Bansal in his novel and Steve Jobs in a speech he made to newly-

graduated Stanford University students, “Stay Hungry, Stay foolish.” My dad often repeats this
phrase to me in times where he feels I’m being complacent. Much to my dismay, Steve Jobs was
right. We need to stay hungry and foolish for discovery, information and new findings. This trip to
Cape Town was exactly that for me and a lot of people. We were given a chance to blindly walk
and eagerly seek whatever and whoever we could find imprinted into the walls, streets and even

the history of Cape Town. And so we set off with our small backpacks and large capacity for
knowledge to, “Stay Hungry and Stay Foolish.”

The "Welcome To The Mother City" blog gives an insight on what Cape Town really is and
how it became the robust travel destination it is today. This is the Western Cape, behind
the tourism, champagne towers, illustrious world leaders and burgeoning landscapes.

This is the Mother City. 
 

Cape Town has a conspicuous name for being the travel capital of the country. Commonly
distributed in magazines and Instagram posts, the province flaunts its surface-level beauty at

large and entices millions of travelers around the world. However contrary to popular belief, Cape
Town is more than that. My class of 20, my teacher and I gave ourselves the challenge of

understanding our city beneath the surface. And so on 28 January, we were sent out to the busy
inner city of Cape Town on a mission to “discover”. It seemed as though there was not much to see
because it was Cape Town which consists of multiple spaza shops, the waterfront, the beach and

“whatever else”. 



“How Far Are We From Far” 
In itself, Cape Town is a large compounded representation of a tangible contradiction. The Cape of
Good Hope was one of the first South African colonies to represent social stance and hierarchy. This
was a nation created for the minority to thrive off of the hard workings and effort of people of colour.
Throughout history we saw this play over and over again, a reference to many nations whereby there

was a stance of worker and authority. Cape Town over many 100 years has managed to integrate
different beliefs, colours, cultures and countries into one beautiful, lively space on our continent.

Cape Town has managed to merge different drops of the seven continents and managed to create
a diverse place that many come from the ends of the earth to see. As we raise the younger, more

“woke” generation in these very streets, it doesn't take much to see that we are going to take over the
world and make it what our ancestors couldn’t. 

“Who is this building?” 
Architecture is a large representation of different time periods throughout history. Depicted

in this picture is the era of British architecture where things have taken on a regal and
modern turn. Architecture is a firm reminder of what was. It shows who was there, what they

found as “in” and how style still stands in firm foundation in our cities. At the point where
these buildings were created, technology and globalisation had not reached its peak as it

has today. On the day of our tour, my class walked obliviously with their cellphones held high
and their gasps, at the different scenes, even higher. This picture shows how far we have
come, from creating regal architecture from items like sandstone and limestone to 2023

when we barely have to lift a finger for our brand new Iphone 14 to come in the mail. Things
are different now, humans are different now. 

To be continued ....



New in the Playschool 
A warm welcome to Aurelia Dewhurst, Deo Petersen and Mila Viljoen, who joined the Playschool this
term. We wish them and their families many happy years at Bridge House. 

Congratulations!
We have a new Bridge House baby! On Wednesday, Mrs
Tanja Bekker gave birth to beautiful baby Lilla. 

Upcoming dates
Please note that the school is closed from 18 to 21 March for the long weekend. Students return to
school on 22 March and then we break up on Friday 24 March. The Prep finish at 11h45 and the
College at 12h00 on 24 March. 

Over 50s Cricket - Pakistan vs India
On Monday 13 March, we are hosting Pakistan and India in an Over 50s World Cup cricket match
starting at 10h15. The teams will arrive at 08h00 for the warm up. The welcome and toss takes
place at 09h45 before the match begins at 10:15. These World Cup matches are being played all
over Cape Town with the final taking place at Newlands Cricket Ground.  Everyone is welcome to
come and watch. Please bring your own shade and seating. 

Final Week: Interact Easter Egg Drive 2023!
Every year, Bridge House College students donate boxes or strings of chocolate marshmallow
Easter Eggs as a gesture of kindness. These provide a small Easter gift for each student at our
neighbouring Wemmershoek Primary School. Each child receives a bundle of about five eggs.
Please assist us in making this a memorable Easter for the children. Next week, will be the last week
of the drive.





Cricket Results
Bridge House U15 vs Strand High U15
Strand batted first and scored 93 runs in their allotted 20 overs. Bridge House showed a mature
batting performance and chased down the run total winning by 8 wickets. Lurique Samuels - 49
and Chris Greenway 29.

Bridge House U19 vs Strand High U19
Bridge House batted first and struggled to reach 34 runs all out on a difficult wicket. Strand
managed the run chase with ease winning by 9 wickets.

Tennis Results 
Bridge House U15 vs HJS U15 (U15 B League)
HJS won the match 4 - 2

Water Polo Results 
On Thursday 2 March and Saturday 4 March, our under 14 and under 19 boys took part in the B
division tournament at Rondebosch and the results were as follows:

Thursday 2 March
U15 boys:
Vs Rondebosch lost 9-2
Vs SACS lost 11-3
 
U19 Boys:
vs Rondebosch won 7-4
vs Bishops won 4-2

Saturday 4 March 
U15 boys:
Vs Pinelands won 7 - 4 
Vs Rondebosch lost 7-1
Vs Pinelands won 1 -0 and finished 8th overall.



U19 boys:
Vs Pinelands lost 4 - 3
Vs Paul Roos lost 3 - 2 
VS SACS lost 5-2 
Vs Bishops lost 6- 2 - finished 4th overall. 

Water Polo 
Girls water polo Monday 6 March 
U14 girls:
vs U14 Parklands: Parklands won 14 - 2

U15/U16 girls:
vs U16 Parkland: Parklands won 14 - 4

U19 girls:
vs U19 Parklands: Parklands won 6 - 2



Golf Tour Report
A group of nine Bridge House golfers were accompanied by Mr Blaine and Ms Darlington on a golf tour to
Hermanus from 24-26 February. This would prove to be an invaluable opportunity for our golfers to play
different courses and expand their knowledge of the game. The group consisted of students with vastly
different playing abilities – something truly unique to golf is that you can compete against someone who is
a better player than you – allowing many a teaching and learning opportunity.

The tour started with 9 holes at Theewaterskloof Golf Club, alongside the incredible Theewaterskloof Dam.
While the wind was certainly in play, we were greeted by a well-manicured ‘country’ course and friendly
greens. This certainly helped ease any nerves that may have arisen as we began the descent down the
Franschhoek Pass a few hours earlier. A quick refreshment, a brief on the expectations for the weekend and
we were on our way to our accommodation in Hermanus… in a much more vibrant bus.

Upon arrival, the scramble for bedrooms was quickly stifled when one of the senior boys was handed the
key to the Ramhok (Ram Enclosure) and it was exactly that. A large room with enough beds for each of the
boys, with easy access to a garage filled with equipment for the beach and a pool table. A pool table that,
as rumour would have it, would be dominated by Daniella Viljoen for the duration of the stay.

Saturday morning saw Ms Darlington prepare a hearty breakfast before we headed off to the beach for a
swim and later had fish and chips on the patio. We enjoyed 9 of the 27 holes on offer at the majestic
Hermanus Golf Club bordering the Fernkloof Nature Reserve. This time, we learnt a valuable lesson in the
required etiquette of golf pertaining to the pace of play. Teeing off at 17:00 and finishing before dark
certainly set a great challenge for us. That evening, is where the true mettle would come to the fore as our
two English golfers would be tasked with lighting the fire for our braai. We eventually managed to enjoy
some half-cooked burger patties close to 10pm. This naturally meant that a 6am departure would be a
tedious task.

Arabella Golf Club – the day we had all been anticipating - produced some strong winds and… a lot of golf
for some. It was an enjoyable day out and a fantastic experience to play on courses that some would not
otherwise have had the opportunity to experience. Thank you to Ms Darlington and Mr Blaine for
accompanying the golfers.



COLLEGE WINTER SPORTS PROGRAMME
TERM 2 2023

This programme will commence on Monday 13 March 2023
 



Athletics
Last weekend, Layla Kyriacou, Olivia Fenner and Jan Bosman
took part in the Boland Primary Schools Athletics
Championships. Congratulations to Layla who qualified for the
Western Cape Primary Schools Athletics Championships taking
place this coming weekend. All the best, Layla!

Cricket
U12  Cricket
Our U12s played in the semi-final against
Simondium Primary on Monday, 6 March.
Unfortunately, the team didn't put enough runs on
the scoreboard and we were outplayed by the
visitors. Better luck next time to our U12 team.

U13 vs Rhenish Primary
On Thursday, 7 March, we played against Rhenish
Primary. Bridge House batted first and scored 145,
with Charl de Wet 51* and Aiden Jansen van
Rensburg 52*  being our top batsmen! Rhenish
didn't manage to reach the score because of some
good bowling from Cornish Reid (3-1-2-3), and
with Maxwell Lorenz, Jo du Plessis and Noah Taylor
each taking a wicket. Congratulations to Jonathan
Greenway for receiving his Bridge House Baggie
cap. We've come to the end of the first half of the
cricket season and would like to thank all the
players for the brilliant effort throughout the season
and to the parents for their support.



Tennis
On Thursday, 2 March Bridge House competed against Laerskool Drakenstein in Paarl. Our tennis
players did us proud once again, achieving excellent results. Well done to Ethan Baker, Maura
Mellema, Beatrice Coupe, Ava Nel, Tayana Mtetwa and Mohale Makhoana who all won their singles
matches. We also managed to win three out of the four doubles games. Well done to all the
players involved.

Swimming
On Thursday, 2 March our swimmers
took part in the annual Hugo Rust Silver
and Bronze Gala in Wellington. It was a
super hot day out, but a huge
congratulations must go to our Bridge
House team on achieving such
incredible results. Out of the 44 events,
with 2 heats per race, the swimmers
achieved 27 Gold, 22 Silver, and 13
Bronze medals. 

Biathlon
Milan Kruger took part in the last Boland Biathlon
for the season and was selected as part of the
Boland Biathlon team going to SA Champs on 1
April in Stellenbosch. Congratulations, Milan! We
wish you all of the best!

Upcoming Fixtures
Athletics:
Saturday 11 March: Western Cape Primary Schools Athletics Championships

Swimming:
Saturday 11 March: Bridge House Mile
Monday 13 March: Gr 1 & 2 Gala (13h00 - 14h00)

Please note that Grade 1 children don’t need any equipment for their sport skills lessons. They will
have normal sport skills from Tuesday - Thursday (Gala is on Monday). There are no more

swimming practices this term. 



Alumni News
We are very proud of Tessa Moxon (Matric 2004) who was selected for the South African
Ladies Polo Team. The Team has recently played at an International Tournament in India
where they won the tournament in a tough and closely fought final with 7 goals to 4
against Manipur A.  Congratulations to Tessa, who has been playing polo since her school
days. Tessa has always had a passion for horses and we remember her beautiful life-size
horse sculptures, made out of metal, driftwood and other materials, which were displayed
in the Theatre. Tessa learnt to weld in her Matric year in order to create these beautiful
artworks. 














