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"That it will never come again is what makes life sweet. Dwell in possibility. Find
ecstasy in life; the mere sense of living is joy enough." - Emily Dickenson

The Matrics are making the most of all the occasions that make up the final year of school.
This week, a lone trumpeter announced the delivery, by a Greek God riding a white pony, of
their Matric Dance Invitations.   

Memories are made of this!





Through a series of serendipitous events, I have
found myself (after many years out of the
English classroom!) in the role of a Grade 5
English teacher for a few months. Grade 5s are
busy, chatty, the source of much delight in the
classroom context - and they are very curious.
In fact, they always have something to
contribute to any discussion. 

Just this week, we were focused on examining
how “suffixes change the proper noun to a
proper adjective”. [Alt text: Australians live in
Australia, Japanese cars come from Japan . . .
you get the idea.] Young children internalise
these rules through repeated application, in as
many different contexts as possible. By
Wednesday’s 5-minute consolidation before
the actual lesson, the list of countries had
grown beyond the “spelling list for the week” to
include, with reference to a map on the wall, all
the venues (country and city) visited in the F1
Grand Prix last year, as well as where Turkey
(Turkish) and Syria (Syrian) are situated -
followed by an intense discussion (with the
correct vocabulary) as to the causes of
earthquakes; whether flying in a plane during
an earthquake was dangerous(!); why
thunderclouds do cause turbulence to planes
and how hail is formed in said clouds. In a
flash, a 40-minute lesson was coming to an
end. And a little voice said: “Mrs Parker, we’ve
wasted the English lesson!” 

 

My response was: “No, actually we haven’t.”
Indeed, fostering and feeding curiosity through
guided discussion is a precious gift that a
teacher nurtures, shapes and grabs with both
hands whenever the opportunity presents itself. 

In an article published in Ground Up just this
week, and as reported on EWN, “the results of
the 2023 Background Report for the 2030
Reading Panel, written by leading education
economist Nic Spaull, released Tuesday, show
a country going backwards in the fundamental
unit of education: literacy. 

Fewer primary school children can read for
meaning now than before the Covid pandemic,
and most children entering grade two do not know
the alphabet.” Spaull goes on to say that, “despite
a literacy crisis, there is no national reading plan,
no proper budget, no accurate reporting, and no
progress on implementing vital interventions [in
South Africa].” What a catastrophe. 

I can assure you that at Bridge House, we take
literacy very seriously. Literacy, as a holistic “life-
skill”, relies not just on the mechanics of sight
recognition and phonics as required for reading,
but is impacted by the depth and variety of a
child’s vocabulary; the child’s ability to use that
vocabulary in meaningful conversation; and the
ability to absorb new - and advanced -
vocabulary by having it integrated into everything
they do. This comes by hearing adults using
appropriate vocabulary correctly, and often. Two
years ago, in an article published in Independent
Education, I wrote: So what is our core business?
What is the framework of all that must happen in a
junior school? In a nutshell, it is teaching literacy.
And no, I do not mean, “learning to read”. I mean
speaking, singing, counting, listening, explaining,
describing, debating, planning, interpreting,
presenting, writing, recording, researching, and
thinking. The ability to comprehend, and develop
logic, reasoning and computational thinking
requires ‘advanced literacy’ - regardless of the
subject. 

The Grade 5s and I enjoyed a lesson in “advanced
literacy” on Wednesday. 

And it was fun. 

Sandie Parker
Prep Deputy Head: Academics and Culture

Words, Words, Words

https://www.groundup.org.za/media/uploads/documents/embargoed_2023_reading_panel_background_report_7_feb_2023.pdf


"In an enchanted forest, a bunch of feuding faeries wreaks havoc on four impassioned lovers and a
troupe of wannabe actors. Natural and supernatural merge as misguided desires mix with magic
spells. In a whimsical whirlwind of bewilderment and misadventure, they all discover that “The course
of true love never did run smooth…” 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream is one of Shakespeare's most magical productions and is also a
prescribed work for English in Term 3 of Grade 8. On Friday evening last week, the Grade 8 group,
accompanied by the English department, was fortunate enough to watch the production live at the
Maynardville Theatre. It was a night of much laughter and fun. 

Wider Curriculum - Bringing Literature to Life



Wider Curriculum - The Grade 9s gain a deeper
understanding of what it means to be human.
This week, the Grade 9s visited the Cape Town Holocaust and Genocide Centre in Cape Town.
The Centre works towards creating a more caring and just society in which human rights and
diversity are respected and valued. Through their exhibitions, events and workshops, they
endeavour to commemorate the victims and survivors of the Nazi regime and the numerous
genocides that happened before and since the Holocaust. They do this to highlight the
consequences of prejudice and racism in all of its forms, and to draw attention to the
dangers of indifference, apathy and silence. Learning about the past, and the moral and
ethical issues it raises, is instructive in dealing with contemporary human rights abuses, for
example, homophobia, xenophobia, racism and bigotry. 



Academics - Congratulations!
The following students received Academic Awards in Assembly this morning:
Left to right: An Academic Gold Award based on their November 2022 results: Zachary
Lorentz, Milande Sitropu, Kate Adshade and Robin Cork 
Cameron Barnetson achieved a First in Subject Distinction for Computer Applications
Technology:



Loving Summer
This week’s learning in the Playschool was all about Summer! Nice messy play, popping
bubbles with hands and feet and playing with shaving foam was such fun!
 



Cooling down in the summer heat!
We are so fortunate to have a Grade 000 sized pool. They loved their cooling off lesson.  



Measurement Fun
The Grade 1s are learning about measurement in a practical hand's-on way. 



Development of higher-level thinking, oral communication, self-management, and leadership skills.
Promotion of student-faculty interaction.
Increase in student retention, self-esteem, and responsibility.
Exposure to and an increase in understanding of diverse perspectives.
Preparation for real life social and employment situations.

Collaborative Learning in Grade 3
Collaborative learning takes place in all Grades at Bridge House. The Grades 3s are enjoying working
together on collaborative tasks. 

Why use collaborative learning?
Research shows that educational experiences that are active, social, contextual, engaging, and
student-owned lead to deeper learning. The benefits of collaborative learning include:

Centre for Teaching Innovation



Teacher Feature
Meet Mr Lorenzo Coppola, our new Grade 7 Class Teacher.
Lorenzo is an experienced Intermediate and Senior Phase
teacher who holds a Bachelor of Education degree from UNISA.
He joins us from St Patrick’s College, Kokstad, where he was the
HOD in the Preparatory School, Head of Preparatory School
Hockey and the U10A cricket coach. He also sat on the school’s
Board of Governors. Prior to this, Lorenzo taught at Curro
Hillcrest Academy.

He joins the Grade 6 and 7 MathsTeam (Maths has always
been his preferred learning area), and in addition he is
teaching Grade 7 Natural Sciences. Lorenzo believes it is
important to become fully involved in the life of the school
where he works. Already we can see how he has embraced
being a part of Bridge House and making the Franschhoek
Valley his new home.

Lorenzo is a social sportsman who favours playing outdoor
hockey and soccer. He also enjoys playing squash and cricket.
I know he already has his name down to join the Franschhoek
Dragons!

In the short time he has been with us, we can already see his
dedicated commitment to the children in his care. Lorenzo,
welcome to the Bridge House Family.

Long Weekend
Reminder that Friday 17 February to Monday 20 February is a half term weekend. Boarders
return to boarding on Monday in the late afternoon. Boarders who live too far away to go
home, will be looked after in the boarding houses. Arrangements must be made with the
Heads of the Boarding Houses. 

Sport on Thursday 16 February
There will be no sport in the Prep and College on the afternoon of Thursday 16 February before
the long weekend, unless organised by individual team coaches. Prep tennis matches will
take place.

 

Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences to the family and friends of AD Visser who passed away last week.
A young father and husband, described as a man of great generosity, with a warm heart, who
touched so many people's lives and we mourn his passing. His family are in our thoughts and prayers. 



60 Minutes with the Heads - Monday 27 February
In the interests of good and ongoing communication between school and parents, David
Clark and Marc Barrow will host the termly 60 Minutes with the Heads meeting on Monday 27
February, from 08h10 to 09h10 in the Learning Commons. In order to help the Heads prepare
properly for this, please e-mail any questions or concerns (of a general nature) you may
have, to Gill Malcolm gilmal@bridgehouse.org.za by or on Wednesday 22 February. The Heads
will then prepare responses to the matters raised, and the agenda will be emailed to parents
before the meeting. Parents interested in these agenda items will be welcome to come along
and participate in the conversation. 

 Computicket booking site:
https://tickets.computicket.com/event/hairspray/70

53748 

Don't miss this production of Hairspray at the Playhouse
Theatre in Somerset West, featuring Ms Nicola Wheeler and

Grade 11 student, Gabriella Buccholz. 

*******************************************

https://tickets.computicket.com/event/hairspray/7053748


Sport & Lifestyle 
is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Cricket 
Under 15 Boys vs Labori 
The u15s beat Labori u14 team by 9 wickets chasing down
148 runs. 

L. Samuels 73*
C.Greenway 44*

On Thursday the u15s played the u15 team from Labori.
Labori batted first and scored 29 all out. Bridge House
chased down the total within 4 overs winning by 8 wickets.

U/19 Boys vs Labori
Labori batted first and amassed a score of 234 runs in
their 20 overs. Bridge House came well short, only
managing 82 runs before being bowled out.



Inter-House Gala and Water Polo

On 3 February we held the annual inter-house gala
and the results were as follows:
1st Olympia 
2nd Helios
3rd Alexandra 

The winners of the spirit trophy were Helios. 

There were two records broken on the day,
both by Olympia. 
Grade 9 girls 4 x 25m Freestyle Relay in a time of
1.04.09
Grade 9 boys 4 x 25m Freestyle Relay in a time of
58.59

Congratulations to:
Junior victrix ludorum - Kathryn La Grange
Senior victrix ludorum - Keesha Adams 
Senior victor ludorum - Thomas Grindley-Ferris
Junior victor ludorum - Luca Colombo

The Inter-house water polo took place after the
gala and the results were as follows:
Boys:
1st Helios
2nd Alexandria 
3rd Olympia

Girls:
1st Olympia 
2nd Alexandria
3rd Helios

Good luck to all the water polo players 
who are at the Oakhill Chukka Festival in 
Knysna this weekend. 

Have a look at the Bridge House Facebook page for more photos: 
 https://www.facebook.com/BridgeHouseSchl

https://reports.bridgehouse.org.za/report_pupilinfo.php?pupil=3347


Places are limited and
entries are filling up fast!

Don't miss out!
For Information and to enter:

https://www.bridgehousemile.co.za/

Upcoming fixtures 13 February to 15 February 
 

Monday 13 February:
Tennis
Boys u15 away against Hugenote @ Boland Landbou 

Tuesday 14 February:
Cricket
Under 19 Boys vs Sutton Vallance @ Bridge House 

Goodluck to Tia Hector and Skye Fox who will be taking part in the Boland Athletics
Championships this upcoming weekend. 



Sport & Lifestyle 
is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

A feel-good moment…
At the recent Drakenstein Zonal Athletics event, Petrus Bosman
unfortunately tripped and fell coming up to the last round of
the 1200m. Samuel Stocks instinctively stopped, turned around
to pick up his friend and they ran the rest of the race while
overtaking a few athletes. 

As a boy who is regularly a champion in the long-distance
races, Sammy showed great sportsmanship and compassion,
at a young age, to sacrifice his own achievements to help out
his friend. 

“Cultivate love and kindness in a child to sow the seeds of
compassion. And only THEN you will build a great civilization, a
great nation.”

 

Athletics
On Friday 3 February, 45 Bridge House Preparatory athletes took part in the Drakenstein Zonal
Athletics Championships. Well done to each and every athlete who took part. And a special
thanks to all the parental support that we had.

The following 31 athletes made it through to the Central Boland Athletics Championships on
18 February. They will form part of the Drakenstein Zonal team.

 



U10
Danielle Asbury  1200m
Micaela Anderson  1200m
Liam Lazaris   1200m
Chase Cornish  1200m, High jump, Long jump
EJ Stafford-Northcote Shot put, Long jump
Hiro Holden-Manz  High jump
Ella Cook   High jump
Jesse de Kock  High jump
Kate Loubser  Long jump

U11
Olivia van Lieshout Shot put
Thomas Pretorius  Shot put
Savannah Purchase High jump, Long jump
Layla Kyriacou  High jump, Long jump
Jenson Fenner  High jump
Lorenzo Matos  High jump

U12
Olivia Fenner   100m, High jump
Milan Kruger   1200m
Alessia Dowle  High jump
Ilan Mare   High jump
Rasul Chawanda  High jump
Sophie du Plooy  Long jump

U13
Sarah Buchanan  1500m
Alexander Hutchison-Taylor 1500m
Sadie Harris   200m
Lucy Henderson  200m, High jump
JD Fourie   Discus, Shot put
Connor Surkont  Shot put
Ethan Baker   Shot put
Sarah Dippnall  High jump
Jan Bosman   High jump
Sebastien Matos  High jump



Cricket
U11 Cobras vs Lions 
On Monday 6 February, the U11 cricketers played
an internal friendly match splitting into the Lions
and the Cobras. For most of the boys this was
their first hardball match! Despite the heat, the
boys had a lot of fun and many lessons were
learned. The day ended with a big Bridge House
cheer!

 
 
 

U12 vs Dalabuhle Primary
On Monday, 6 February the under 12 team played
against Dalubuhle Primary at Bridge House in the
Groot Draak Franschhoek School cricket league
We batted first and posted a whopping 191 runs
from 20 overs. Every single player made a
contribution to that score. The boys and girls
bowled Dalubuhle all out in 9 overs. It was a good
day for our boys and girls.

 

Cricket vs Ida's Valley Primary
Our cricketers enjoyed matches against Ida's
Valley this week. The U13 team went down
narrowly in a tight game, and the U11s enjoyed a
good win. Special mention to James Boulton on
achieving a score of 53 not out.



Inter-house Gala
On Thursday, the swimmers took part in the annual InterHouse gala. A special mention must go to
Olivia Fenner and Petrus Bosman who each broke a record in the following events:
Olivia Fenner          U12     25m Freestyle       15.09 (old record 15.22)
Petrus Bosman       U11      50m Freestyle       31.09 (old record 31.12)

Mila Nienaber and Noah Taylor set the first records for the new Open 200m Freestyle events!
Mila Nienaber        Open Girls   200m Freestyle
Noah Taylor           Open Boys  200m Freestyle 

Top of each grade:
U9: Olof Davis, Logan Harvett & Finley Gainsford
U10: Luca Dowle & Ella Cook
U11: Savannah Purchase, Petrus Bosman & Jenson Fenner
U12: Olivia Fenner & Matthew Grindley-Ferris

Victor Ludorum: Jan Bosman
Victrix Ludorum: Trinity Gurney
Winning House: Blue House
Spirit Cup: Red House



Somerset House Girls Relay Gala
On Wednesday, the U7 - Open girls took part in the Somerset House Girls Relay Gala. The girls
swam beautifully and achieved pleasing results. A special mention must go to the Grade 1
girls who took part in their first school gala ever.

 



Bridge House Sprint Gala
On Thursday 9 February, the top two swimmers in the U10 - Open age groups took part in the
annual sprint gala. Bridge House Achieved the following results:

U10 Girls:                  2 2nd Places
U10 Boys:                 4 3rd Places
U11 Girls:                   3 2nd Places
                                3 3rd Places
U11 Boys:                   1 1st Place
                                4 2nd Places
                                4 3rd Places
U12 Girls:                   1 1st Place
                                 3 2nd Place
                                 4 3rd Places
U12 Boys:                  5 2nd Places
                                 4 3rd Places
Open Girls:               3 1st Places
                                  3 2nd Places
                                  3 3rd Places
Open Boys:               3 1st Places
                                  1 2nd Places
                                  4 3rd Places
                                   

 



Upcoming events:
Upcoming events:
Cricket
Friday, 10 February - U13 vs Calidcott Prep(UK) at Bridge House
Saturday, 11 February - U13 vs Primrose Hill(UK) at Bridge House
Wednesday, 15 February - 13 vs Dulwich Prep(UK) at Bridge House

Tennis
Thursday, 16 February - U11 A/B boys and Girls at Hugo Rust
Thursday, 16 February - U13A/B boys and girls at Franschhoek Courts
                                                     
Athletics
Friday, 10 February - Privaat Simond Athletics
Tuesday, 14 February - Stellenbosch Primary

Reminder: Water bottles, hats/caps and sunblock
are essential for summer sport programme



Uniform Shop Hours next week
 














