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1st Place: 
FABIANO TRUDA
Eight Distinctions

including 
Further Studies English. 
Ninety percent and over

for: English (90%),
Mathematics (91%) &

Physical Sciences (90%).
Top 1% in English.

 

2nd Place: 
JOSHUA 

GRINDLEY-FERRIS
Seven Distinctions

 Ninety percent and over
for:  Business Studies

(93%).
Top 1% in Business

Studies.

3rd Place: 
DESTIN BÜRGIN
Six Distinctions

 Ninety percent and
over for:  Mathematical

Literacy (91%) 

From the College Deputy Head: Academics Desk

“A learning organisation is a group of people working together collectively to enhance
their capacities to create results they really care about.” Peter Senge

Dear Bridge House family

The beginning of a school year is filled with a wonderful sense of excitement, purpose and
enthusiasm for the year ahead. This week the IEB results of our 2022 Grade 12 were released.
The celebratory evening on Wednesday was a fitting occasion to honour the achievements
of this cohort of students. As a reminder, you may access our publications celebrating the
results of our Class of 2022 on our social media platforms as well as the school’s website at:
https://www.bridgehouse.org.za/2023/01/18/congratulations-to-the-class-of-2022/
                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                       Continued on page 2

Top three students

https://www.bridgehouse.org.za/2023/01/18/congratulations-to-the-class-of-2022/


·One student progressed from 56% in Mathematics in Grade 8 to a final result of 89% in
Grade 12
·Another student progressed from 54% for Visual Arts in Grade 10 to 90% in Grade 12
·Another student progressed from 41% in Accounting in Grade 10 to 66% in Grade 12

The excellent results achieved should be celebrated to the full. Still, these results also allow us
to remind ourselves of the journey that each matriculant has walked in our school. I am often
more interested in the story behind the results, how each individual chooses to step into the
arena despite the stress and anxiety that comes with completing a final year at school, and
how our students choose to grow into the challenge of completing a demanding final year.
For the Class of 2022, the challenges were probably more demanding because they needed
to embark on the senior phase of their schooling at the height of Covid-19 restrictions.

Often the individual stories reveal the commitment to excellence in a broad sphere of
activities on offer at Bridge House: Academics, Culture, Sport, Enrichment – research tasks,
Citadel Entrepreneurial Challenge, school plays, academic competitions, Round Square
involvement, Interact Club, Public Speaking; Debating; Music, and so much more. The
individual stories will reveal the nurturing relationships and community effort involving staff,
parents and students – with an important caveat that “staff” at Bridge House will refer to ALL
staff interacting with our students. A learning organisation will be well-versed in the
knowledge that input and incremental changes in one area will have a ripple effect in many
other areas of the organisation and subsequently on the individuals within the organisation.
Excelling in Music will lead to positive consequences in all other spheres; the input from a
hockey coach emphasising a particular skill will positively impact the mindset and approach
in other areas.

Teachers and parents will know of individual triumphs achieved by many in the Class of 2022.
Some of these triumphs will reveal achievements like:

We wish our Class of 2022 the absolute best that life has to offer as they continue to forge
their paths in the next arena that life presents them. 

Trevor van Niekerk
Deputy Head: Academics and Culture



Top achievers 

Left to right:  Ben Astfalck (5 distinctions); Nina du Plessis (5 distinctions); Stella Goedvolk 
(5 distinctions); Maegan Klue (5 distinctions); Hannah Robichon (5 distinctions)

Left to right: Anna van Niekerk (5 distinctions); Clare Marsch (4 distinctions); Lotus Venter 
(4 distinctions); Sultana Allie (3 distinctions); Zoë Boyd (3 distinctions)

Luke de Graaf (3 distinctions); Julian Duvenage (3 distinctions); 
Kayleigh Stubbs (3 distinctions); Sebastian Winter (3 distinctions)



On the day their results came out, our newest alumni returned to school to celebrate with their
teachers. It was a very happy occasion where they were presented with their alumni gifts
(ties and silver necklaces). We wish these wonderful young people all the very best as they
head into the next chapter of their lives. They will always be welcomed back as members of
the Bridge House family.

A celebration for our newest Alumni



Grade 1s - first sound for the year ... sssssssss



The Grade 3s have had a great start to the year, sharing interesting facts about themselves in
their orals, drawing detailed self-portraits and measuring a friend.

 

In Grade 3 ...



In Grade 6 ...
The Gr 6s are using all their resources to learn about the map of Africa!



Teacher Feature
Roxy Rennie

When you want a dynamic teacher, you call on Roxy
Rennie! Roxy, a qualified Early Childhood Educator, was
part of the Bridge House Playschool staff for many years
and made such an impression on all who crossed her
path. 

Nokukhanya Dlamini

After taking time off from
teaching for a couple of
years to spend with her
young family, we are thrilled
that she has returned to
teaching. She has been doing
substitution teaching in
several schools in Paarl. With
her return to Bridge House,
she has already brought
positivity, energy and humour
into the Playschool
environment. Roxy is married
to Ross, a well-known Paarl
farmer. They have three
children, David, Isabella and
Oliver. Welcome back to
Bridge House, Roxy!
Marc Barrow

Please diarise
Parents' Association New Parent Function
Wednesday 25 January - New parents are invited to the
PA function to be held in the Theatre. Please check your
emails. 

College Awards Ceremony 
Thursday 2 February 19h00 in the Theatre. Information will
be emailed to you.  

Safety first! 
A number of our staff spent last Friday afternoon and
Saturday morning at a first aid course upgrading their skills.
All Staff rotate through these courses which take place
every year. Your children's safety is our priority!



Sport & Lifestyle 
is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Calling all Horse Riders (Prep and College)
If you ride and have not represented your school before, but would like
to: Please contact Mrs Lindhorst on bellin@bridgehouse.org.za to find out
about opportunities to do so!

 
Cycling
Lucca Pampe took part in the Western Cape Road race on 
15 January which was held at the Windmeul school in Paarl. Well
done, Lucca!

Sailing
Over the weekend of 2-4 December 2022, Kelly Moore
competed in the TSC Cape Classic Series Dinghy
Regatta, held at Theewaterskloof Dam, crewing for
Katherine Malan. They competed in the open group of
Topaz boats and achieved three 2nd places and a 1st
place, pulling through to a fantastic 2nd overall
position. During the past holidays, Kelly also continued
to build on her sailing skills and has achieved both her
level 3 and level 4 South African sailing accreditation.
She has been invited to participate as crew, alongside
Grant Ekermans, firstly in the HYC Cape Classic
Regatta in Hermanus and later this year in the
International Mirror Dinghy Class Irish National
Championship and World Championships held in
Sligo, Ireland. These will be held over the last two
weekends of July 2023.

mailto:bellin@bridgehouse.org.za


College Sport continued ...
Inter-House Athletics

Well done to Alexandria House for taking 1st place in the 2023 Inter-House Athletics
competition and claiming the Spirit Cup. The points were as follows:

Alexandria - 922
Olympia - 854 

Helios - 846
 
 



College Sport continued ...
Two records were broken on Thursday afternoon in the track events. Congratulations to
Amaara Samanani who broke the long standing record (2012) for the Girls U17 200m race
with a new time of 29.50 and Skye Fox who achieved a new time of 13.53 in the Girls U15
100m race. 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Joshua De Jongh who beat the long standing under 19 boys high jump
record at this year’s athletics field events. The 2007 record stood at 175cm and Joshua
jumped 178cm, beating the past record by 3cm.



College Sport continued ...
Congratulations to Tia
Hector who beat the
under 17 girls high jump
record at this year’s
athletics field events. The
2018 record stood at
148cm and Tia jumped
150cm, beating the past
record by 2cm.

Congratulations to Paige Stevens who beat the under 19 shot put record setting the 1st All
Comers record during this year’s athletics field events. The 2011 record stood at 8.57m and
Paige Stevens managed a throw of 12.84m.

The last ever College Sports Day for the Matrics and the first ever College Sports Day for the Grade 8s!



Sport & Lifestyle 
is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Cricket
We hosted an U11 and U13 cricket clinic on Saturday to focus on learning skills, teamwork and
to have fun. Thank you to all the players for making this a fantastic morning of cricket and
also to the coaches who gave their time to be at the cricket clinic.

 



Athletics
This week, the Senior Primary have been having athletics trials in their houses, in preparation
for the field events (which took place today) and Athletics Day on Saturday.

 

Prep Sport Continued ...



Tennis
We welcome Shaun and his team to Bridge House. Bounz Tennis Academy will be looking
after our tennis coaching for the season ahead and have already had a positive impact
from their very first session today. 

 

Prep Sport Continued ...

Swimming
All students must please bring their swimming costumes and
towels to school for Physical Education lessons. We will be
conducting trials for the Inter-House Gala.

 
Athletics Day

               Saturday 21 January                   
This event starts at 08h00 and works on a running clock. All pupils are requested to be there

no later than 07h45. Parents are welcome to come and support their children.
 

Swimming 
On 24 & 26 January there will be  Gala trials for Grades 4-6 during swimming practices

 

Reminder: Water bottles, Hats/Caps and Sunblock are
essential for the summer sport programme

 



The art exhibition displays various
media and features guest artist Jan
Vermeiren and contemporary
artists Andrea-Desmond Smart,
Henk Scholtz, Johannes du Plessis,
Jacqueline Crewe-Brown, Kim
Tracey, Abe Opperman, Jaco
Sieberhagen, Andre Stead and
Vuyisa Potina as well as a selection
from Bridge House school students.
 
All the performances will be in the
Dutch Reformed Church, with its fine
acoustics for chamber music. The
church is located in the centre of
the town, with ample shaded
parking nearby.

Tickets are R240 per person per
concert. Picnic boxes will be
available to enjoy on the grass in
front of the church, provided by Le
Petite Manoir. And guests can come
a bit earlier to enjoy a glass of Le
Lude Bubbles or La Motte wine. 

For the 9am concert we will have
coffee, mimosa and croissants
available. 

The programme booklet will be
distributed from the Franschhoek
Tourism Office.

For the complete festival
programme and more information,
contact info@fcmf.co.za

 

Franschhoek to
stage music
festival with CPO
and global stars

The second Franschhoek Chamber Music and Art
Festival with the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra
musicians and international artists will take place
from 23 – 26 February 2023. Tickets are on sale at
Quicket. 

Following the success of the inaugural world-class
festival in February this year, which proved to be a
highlight of the town’s calendar, the organisers have
increased the number of concerts from 10 to 11,
including two global stars, the violinist Priya Mitchell
and pianist Dirk Mommertz. Other local stars are
pianists Esthea Kruger and Nina Schumann and
singer Lynelle Kenned, as well as the CPO’s guest
concertmasters Farida Bacharova and Suzanne
Martens.

mailto:info@fcmf.co.za


Uniform Shop Hours next week
 

Do you need to accumulate Service Hours for
President's Award or Learning for Life?

Franschhoek Park Run
Student volunteers are needed to assist with marshalling and time-keeping at

Franschhoek Park Run, which takes place at 8am every Saturday morning at Rickety
Bridge.

 
The students who volunteer can earn between 1-1.5hours community service hours

for their President's Awards (and the parents can run!)…
 

They are always in need of Parkrun volunteers in order to keep the Franschhoek
Parkrun alive.

Contact Charles Lorentz
charles.lorentz@zestlife.co.za

 
 










