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During this Cape Town walking tour,
the Grade 11s learned about the heroes
and villains of South African history,
discovered the drama and harmony of
urban living, and had a great deal of
personal insight into living as and
being a real Capetonian. They were
introduced to the different eras of
Cape Town's history, and some of the
people who shaped it. Much like
Batman’s Gotham City and Extremely
Loud and Incredibly Close’s five New
York boroughs, Cape Town CBD is a
site of contradiction. The Grade 11s
were photojournalists for the day and
will be curating their images, poetry,
and writing into a blog about the
multi-dimensional beauty of Cape
Town.

Ms Chelsea van Lieshout

The Wider Curriculum
Bridge House students of all ages are
fortunate in that they get to
experience many outings and wider
curriculum opportunities. The Wider
Curriculm is one of our Seven Bridges.
Right at this early stage of the Term,
the Grade 11s visited  Cape Town.
Because they are studying different
texts in English, to connect to their
outing, one group visited the CBD and
the other group went to the Zeitz
MOCCA and the Waterfront. 





The present theme at the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa,  is “Indigo waves and other
stories”, and “When we see us”, which ties in nicely with the English module where the students are
looking at refugees and diaspora. 

Leaving the gallery and walking to the waterfront, the group came across puppies up for adoption on
the sidewalk, an SPCA initiative. Naturally, our students had to stop and pet them.

Ms Antonia Darlington
 
 

Photo by Kade Godenir



At the start of every year, there is an undeniable energy as everyone aims to start “on the front foot”, in
order to set a positive tone for the months to come. At Bridge House, this is no different! On the back
of a very positive year, where we experienced a growth in pupil numbers, 2023 has begun … where
2022 left off. The starting number in the Prep School alone has already exceeded 450 students, where
waiting lists in some Grades are becoming a reality!

With our increased numbers, we have welcomed several new staff members in the Prep School. They
were introduced to you in a previous newsletter. I am also delighted to report that the new team has
slotted into the Bridge House way and, with it, have brought their uniqueness to the school. 

We have welcomed many new family members to the Bridge House family: not only have the parents
of our new students become part of the fold, but grannies and grandpas, too!

We have been fortunate to host several traditionally first-term functions: the Prep Parent Information
sessions, the successful Inter House Athletics Day and the new Parents function hosted by the Parents
Association. All serve to unite us as a community.

As I am writing this article, I am with the Grade 7 Team at camp. A camp that allows the teachers to
get to know their children for the year ahead, but also a time for both new and existing students to
forge and build friendships for their final year of Prep School. Furthermore, it provides a wonderful
environment for new students to integrate into the group.

Just today, I was privileged to see for myself intrinsic growth in maturity in some of these young
people, our Grade 6s of last year. Students who have found confidence or already stretched
themselves beyond their comfort zones. This growth is made possible by our dedicated teachers, who
recognise potential, and build students to be the best versions of themselves. My thanks must go to
the Grade 7 teaching team who have made the Grade 7 start of year very definitely “on the front foot”! 

Barrow's Barrow
It's a brand new year!

The challenge is to take this positive start and build upon it
in the coming months. I encourage parents, students and
staff to diarise important dates and find the time to
connect and support one another. Together, we can make
2023 another successful year of learning at Bridge House!
Mr Marc Barrow
Prep Head

 
 



Parents' Association
Thank you to our wonderful Parents' Association Committee who hosted a function to
welcome all the new parents to Bridge House. The PA Committee's tireless 'funraising',
(community building and having fun while raising funds for some of the "nice to haves" at
school), has provided some lovely additions to our campus and facilities, such as: all the
comfortable blue chairs in the Theatre, bedouin tents, multi-surface sports field, Micro:Bits for
the Prep Technology department and lots more. Some of the events they organised last year
were: a Parents' barn dance, a bingo evening, the JP campout, SP disco and Swimathon. They
are always involved in the Founders' Day fun. The PA also support the soup kitchen in
Franschhoek and various other charity organisations. So, please don't forget to nominate
Bridge House as a beneficiary on your MySchool card and continue swiping, as this is a no
effort fundraiser. 

The PA hit the ground running this term, and are in full swing organising the first term events.
Please be on the lookout for more information about the JP Campout, Swimathon and
Founders' Day. The PA welcome your input. If you would like to help, please contact
PA@bridgehouse.org.za. 

The committee for this year is: Clementine Makhoana, Sam Bouwer (Secretary), Tracy de
Marillac (Chair), Madri Kyriacou (Vice Chair), Janene Roux, Jenny Lazaris, Marlisa Harris
(Treasurer) and  Sam Matos. 



Staff Workshop - Child Protection Policy - 3 February
Please note that all the staff are attending a Child Protection Policy workshop on Friday 3
February. The reception desks and telephones will therefore not be manned after 14h30.

Teacher feature

College Awards
The College Awards Ceremony which takes place on Thursday 2 February at 19h00 is
compulsory for all Grades 8 to 12 students. Information has been emailed to parents and is on
the D6 Communicator under Resources. 

College early finishing time - 3 February
Please note that unless they have other sport commitments, the College students may go
home directly after the Inter-house Gala and Water Polo matches which will end at
approximately 13h30 on Friday 3 February. College Parents are welcome to come and watch
the gala and water polo. 

Ms Sinqobile Khama is the new Educational
Psychology Intern in the College ESU department.
She has a BA (Psychology and Sociology) degree
from the University of Zululand and a Bachelor of
Social Sciences Honours Degree in Psychology
from the Universitiy of KwaZulu-Natal. In 2019 she
did a Postgraduate Certificate in Education and at
present she is completing her Master of Social
Sciences Degree in Education Psychology.
Previous to joining Bridge House, she taught
English, IsiZulu and Life Orientation at Curro
Heritage House and prior to that was a student
teacher at Queensborough Girls’ High School. 

Welcome to the family, Sinqobile!



Grade 000s making their mark
The Grade 000s really enjoyed getting their hands and feet full of paint to make their mark on
their art pieces. 



Cool Grade 0s
The Grade 0s are fortunate to enjoy lots of outdoor activities that enable them to keep cool in
the hot weather, including our small pool which suits their size and swimming ability. 



Look, the Grade 1s are learning to read!



Junior Primary Clubs - crazy and creative puppet fun 
The Junior Primary students love their club time with a variety of activities on offer. 



Sport & Lifestyle 
is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Inter-House Athletics
One more record was broken during this year's athletics field events. Congratulations to
Hannah Pearce who broke the under 14 high jump record by 2cm. Hannah managed to jump
an impressive 145cm. Well done, Hannah! 

 Looking for a fun, family
day out? Look no further! 
Come and join us for the annual Bridge

House Mile on 11 March. Everyone is
welcome. 

For Information and to enter:
https://www.bridgehousemile.co.za/

Our swimming team took part in a gala
in Worcester and swam well.



Upcoming College Fixtures 30 Jan - 4 Feb 

Monday 30 January
Tennis
U19 girls vs Strand High @ Stellenbosch High 
U15 boys vs Paarl @ Boland Landbou

Water polo - date and venue TBC
Boys vs Herzlia
Girls vs Elkanah 

Thursday 2 February 
Cricket
Boys U15 vs Labori @ Bridge House (Theatre Field)

Friday 3 February - Parents are welcome to come and watch
Inter-house swimming gala from 8:30
Inter-house water polo from 11:30

Saturday 4 February
Cricket
U19 Boys vs Labori @ Bridge House (Tim Rands Oval)



Sport & Lifestyle 
is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Boland Biathlon
This past weekend, Milan Kruger (U12) took part in the Boland Biathlon
and was selected to be part of the Boland B team to compete next
weekend, 4 February, in Oudtshoorn. She will be taking part in the u13
category. All the best for your preparations, Milan.

Athletics
Gr 3-7 Inter-house Athletics

Top performers in each age group:

Grade 3: Tshepiso Modimosana, Emily Jones & Ava stevens
U10: Chase Cornish & Ella Cook
U11: Petrus Bosman & Savannah Purchase
U12: Ilan Mare & Olivia Fenner
U14: CJ Chawanda

Victor Ludorum: Alexander Hutchison-Taylor
Victrix Ludorum: Lucy Henderson

Well done to the following athletes who broke records:
Olivia Fenner   U12 Girls 150m  22.90
Rasul Chawanda   U12 Boys 150m  22.21



Prep Sport Continued ...

Spirit Cup: White House; Inter-house Athletics Champs: Blue House



Gr 1 & 2 Sports Day Programme
 *We will be starting the events at 16h15, with a running clock.

 

Swimming
The boys and girls from Grade 4 - 7 must please bring their swimming costumes with them
for their Physical Education lessons.

Upcoming events:
Cricket
30 January  
U11 Cricket vs Eikestad  Stellenbosch
U13 Cricket vs Eikestad  Bridge House
Swimming
2 February  
Gr 3-7 Inter-house Gala  Bridge House
Athletics
31 January  
Gr 1 & 2 Sports Day   Bridge House
3 February  
Drakenstein Zonal Athletics Dal Josaphat

Reminder: Water bottles, hats/caps and sunblock are essential for summer sport
programme





The art exhibition displays various
media and features guest artist Jan
Vermeiren and contemporary
artists Andrea-Desmond Smart,
Henk Scholtz, Johannes du Plessis,
Jacqueline Crewe-Brown, Kim
Tracey, Abe Opperman, Jaco
Sieberhagen, Andre Stead and
Vuyisa Potina as well as a selection
from Bridge House school students.
 
All the performances will be in the
Dutch Reformed Church, with its fine
acoustics for chamber music. The
church is located in the centre of
the town, with ample shaded
parking nearby.

Tickets are R240 per person per
concert. Picnic boxes will be
available to enjoy on the grass in
front of the church, provided by Le
Petite Manoir. And guests can come
a bit earlier to enjoy a glass of Le
Lude Bubbles or La Motte wine. 

For the 9am concert we will have
coffee, mimosa and croissants
available. 

The programme booklet will be
distributed from the Franschhoek
Tourism Office.

For the complete festival
programme and more information,
contact info@fcmf.co.za

 

Franschhoek to
stage music
festival with CPO
and global stars

The second Franschhoek Chamber Music and Art
Festival with the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra
musicians and international artists will take place
from 23 – 26 February 2023. Tickets are on sale at
Quicket. 

Following the success of the inaugural world-class
festival in February this year, which proved to be a
highlight of the town’s calendar, the organisers have
increased the number of concerts from 10 to 11,
including two global stars, the violinist Priya Mitchell
and pianist Dirk Mommertz. Other local stars are
pianists Esthea Kruger and Nina Schumann and
singer Lynelle Kenned, as well as the CPO’s guest
concertmasters Farida Bacharova and Suzanne
Martens.

mailto:info@fcmf.co.za


Uniform Shop Hours next week
 

Do you need to accumulate service hours for
President's Award or Learning for Life?

Franschhoek Park Run
Student volunteers are needed to assist with marshalling and time-keeping at

Franschhoek Park Run, which takes place at 8am every Saturday morning at Rickety
Bridge.

 
The students who volunteer can earn between 1-1.5hours community service hours

for their President's Awards (and the parents can run!)…
 

They are always in need of Parkrun volunteers in order to keep the Franschhoek
Parkrun alive.

Contact Charles Lorentz
charles.lorentz@zestlife.co.za

 










