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Let's Glow
"Let's Glow!" was the theme of the fabulous Grade 7 Farewell evening. The theatre was transformed
into a neon, glowing wonderland by the amazing team of Senior Prep teachers, and our very excited
Grade 7s and their parents enjoyed an evening of fine food (thank you, Origin!), dizzy dancing, much
laughter, and poignant reflection. Mia Kruger and Chris Reid offered a vote of thanks to their teachers
on behalf of the grade, and the slide show of Baby & Now photographs had the children ooh-ing and
ah-ing (and their moms shedding a few tears). 



Barrow’s Barrow - Celebrations!

We are in the final stretch, and the finish line to the 2022 Academic year is fast approaching!
For Bridge House Prep, this time is filled with many end-of-year tasks and functions, and it is
also a time when we celebrate as a community. The magic of this time is the coming
together of children, parents and staff at several special events.

Last Friday was one of these, where our cute, stunning, beautiful preschool children stepped
onto the stage to share their trip to Wonderland. It was a time for our youngest children to
shine and for parents and staff to share the awe of how they have grown and developed over
the past year. And while the focus was on these little ones, it was also a time to connect and
share as a community and show gratitude and thanks for being a part of this magical
journey. 

We also witnessed the return of the Grade 7 Farewell to the theatre. We all know of the havoc
COVID created, and the opportunity to once again share this special end of a “schooling-
chapter” with students, parents and staff affirmed our positive relationships as a community.
The opportunity to create lasting magical memories must never be marginalised. Our
beautiful children once again showed us how far they have come along this growth journey.

Just yesterday, another event that has
become a tradition at this time of year took
place: the Dads/Lads Cricket Match. This
event was started many years ago to close
the cricket year. While the trophy and event
do not match the hype of The Ashes, it is
just as memorable for the Dads and Lads
who participate. The trophy is a canister of
ashes from a ceremonial burning of a tree
stump many years ago, so there is “some”
likeness to the burning of those wickets!
Again, this is another coming together of
children, parents and staff to celebrate who
we are. The fun, banter and competition
yesterday made for another special Bridge
House memory.

 
We still have one week to go, and there are still several magical events where we will
come together as a community: Awards Mornings and Evenings, and Farewells across the
Prep provide further opportunities for us as a community to come together and celebrate
- not only achievement, but togetherness!

 
 



Barrow’s Barrow continued ...

This year, it is also time to honour and say a fond farewell to two extraordinary women. Mrs
Mary Heistein and Mrs Elise Landman both retire from Bridge House at the end of this year,
and while it comes with a goodbye, it is also a time to celebrate, especially as together they
have served 50 years as teachers at Bridge House and will leave a lasting legacy of their time
with us. Mary has taught across the Prep, but has left her mark as Phase Head in the Junior
Primary for many years - and is very much associated with Rosette, Fletcher and Fudge (. . .
ask your children, moms and dads!). In the years that Bridge House Prep was the champion
paddling school in South Africa, it was Mary who was the driving force behind this. Elise has
been our “Afrikaans Gevorderd” teacher from the littlies to Grade 7 in our dynamic “Team
Afrikaans”, and has also done her time as a Grade 7 class teacher, drama coach and camp
mom - always being at the centre of much laughter and repartee! Even as they step away
from the teaching team, they will always be a part of our Bridge House family. To Mary and
Elise, thank you for your positive impact on the lives of so many children over the years.

These special times and magical touch points must not be underestimated. They provide the
glue that holds us as a community, and strengthen our relationships in this beautiful place! To
all of you - students, parents and staff - thank you for being part of this magical tapestry.

I look forward to bumping into you on one of these special occasions!

Marc Barrow
Head of Prep



In-Motion Art
Our Grade 9 Visual Arts students visited the Rupert Museum in the 3rd term and enjoyed
exploring the work on the In-Motion exhibition. They were fascinated by the optical illusions
and movement artworks exhibited and responded to this experience by producing their own
artworks based on the theme, In-Motion.
 
Their creative journey started by exploring flipbook animations and collaborative pen and
gouache drawings that explored the idea of movement through art. Prepared with these
skills, they continued producing a phenakistoscope artwork. By using old vinyl records and
creating a series of images in mixed media on these, they created fun animations. 



Short-Term Students 
We have a number of short term students who come from various parts of the world for two terms, or
longer, to experience a different environment and for the excellent education that Bridge House has to
offer. The diversity of nationalities at Bridge House brings in new ideas, experiences, perspectives and
"ways of being” that are not necessarily our South African students' experience. In interacting with
others, students can build bridges to trust, respect, and understanding across cultures and learn from
one another. Paige Stevens is a short-term student from Scotland who has been an asset to Bridge
House, engaging fully in what we have to offer. This is her story:

"I am 17 years old and I went to school at Dollar Academy in Scotland. I am the middle of three sisters
- both my sisters are accomplished field hockey players. I also played hockey up to Grade 10, but
then gave it up to concentrate on my athletics. My sporting passion is track and field and my event is
the heptathlon. Last summer, I represented Great Britain at the European U18 Championships and won
a bronze medal. 

I was lucky enough to be able to graduate a year early from school and so I’m using this year to
pursue my athletics career before I head to the US in August. I decided to spend the (UK’s) winter
months in the Western Cape because of the glorious weather and the excellent training facilities. I’ve
also trained with several coaches in this area on visits to the area in the past and so it just made
sense to spend part of my gap year here. Bridge House has been the perfect environment for me and
I am so grateful to have this opportunity. Everyone has been so accommodating and welcoming. 

Next year, I am going to Duke University in North Carolina on a track and field scholarship. I am looking
to qualify for the European U20 Championships in Romania in August, which would be another
opportunity to represent GB and an amazing experience." 
Paige Stevens

 

 Paige training with her
coach



International Round Square Exchange
Josh Rawson is on exchange at The Athenian School in California. He sent this message
recently.

These photos are from a trip I took to San Francisco. It is a beautiful city with deep history
and many different cultures. The city has the largest China town I have ever seen as well as
a Japan town. The city also has many trams and is very hilly. I am enjoying my stay in
California and feel very privileged to be here. Thank you.
Josh Rawson



Getting to know the Grade 1 Quad
The Grade 0s visited and picnicked in the Grade 1's quad in preparation for 2023. The Grade
1s were very kind and friendly, which helped to make the Pre-Primary children feel that they
belong. 

 



Grade 2 Camp Experience
Quotes from our Day Camp Experience give a small glimpse into our fun-filled, challenge-filled
awesome day.

Anna said, " On Tuesday I woke up and I was very excited to go on Day Camp. Finally we got to school
and sat on the bus. I was sitting with Emily L. The place I got to was called Kijk in die Pot. My worst
game was the soccer and netball because I got hurt. My favourite game was the Oreo challenge and
the sprinkler game. The thing that I learned about was teamwork and "Can Do" work. Dear Mrs Heistein
and Ms Nel, thank you for organising the Day Camp!"

David said, "My favourite part was when we threw the water balloon and tried to catch it and every
time you caught it you took a step back. You would carry on until you dropped then you would be
eliminated."

Niki said, "I was in the green group. Our name was Green Grape Gratitude and we had to make a
song.  We played a game where we had to pick a partner so we could play a game where there was
a circle and there were balls in it. There was also a big ball that was 100 points. We were blindfolded
and we had to make directions (for our partner to find the balls)."

Emily L said, " My favourite activity was the bridge building challenge. You had to build a bridge and
Kay, one of the facilitators, had to sit on it." However, this was Olof's least favourite activity because, as
he said, " X and Y gave up so we could not build a good one."

Thank you to all the Grade 2s who embraced the day so positively and made the most of each and
every activity. Teachers, facilitators and children left the venue tired but with a huge amount of pride
in what had been achieved. 

 
 



Grade 2 Camp



The Jolly Roger
The Grade 3s collaborated, designed and built pirate boats for the Pirate Day race across the
pool. There was much excitement about how they might float and race!



Pirate Day
Despite the cold weather and rough seas, the Grade 3 Pirate Day was filled with treasure
hunts, boat races, sword fighting and listening to wonderful, dramatic orals.



A short bio from Wayne follows:

"I am a husband, a father of three thriving Bridge House kids, and a happy resident of Franschhoek since the
end of 2018. I have been a Board member of Bridge House School since 2019 and served as Vice-Chair to both
Mary George and Gys Naudé.

I am the co-founder and managing partner of an early-stage technology venture capital fund and also serve in
an executive capacity for a technology company that focuses on biometric digital identity management on the
African continent. I have also been an angel investor and founder of several technology businesses over the last
decade. 

I am a registered chartered accountant, and have previously held various senior and executive finance and
commercial positions in South Africa, the USA, Dubai, and the United Kingdom.

I enjoy keeping active. Since hanging up my rugby boots at 40, I now spend time running and paddling and
opposing my kids in hotly contested games of garden soccer. We love living in Franschhoek, and being a part of
the wonderful Bridge House community that is so vibrant and diverse."

We wish Wayne everything of the best as he leads the Board into 2023 and beyond.

Break-Up Day
School breaks up for the holidays next Friday 2 December at 11am for both College and Prep students.

Reports
Staff remain at school on 5 and 6 December to work on reports, which will then be emailed to you by
6 December. 

2023 Term 1 Calendar
The Term 1 Calendar for next year will be published on 5 December and will be uploaded to the D6
Communicator and the school website.  

You can find the term dates for 2023 on the website in the quick links at the bottom of the Home
Page: https://www.bridgehouse.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2023-Term-Dates.pdf

New Board Chair
This week, you will have received an email about the change of
Chair on the Board. Gys Naudé, who has served the school for
ten years, has stepped down. As Gys said in his letter to the
Bridge House Community, he leaves with the knowledge that the
school is in the hands of an exceptionally strong and capable
Board, Head and Exco. He said that his successor, Wayne Stocks,
will be an excellent Chair with his strong commercial acumen
and in-depth knowledge of the school. Wayne has been a
board member at Bridge House School since 2019 and served as
Vice-Chair to both Mary George (previous Chair) and Gys. 

 



Guinness World
Record Holder
Here is a fascinating fact! One of
our parents is now a Guinness
World Record holder, having
undertaken the most bungee
jumps in one hour outdoors (20
metre bungee cord or more).
Linda Potgieter, mother of Paige in
Grade 3, was awarded her
certificate recently after
completing this "crazy" challenge. 

 



Click here for the photos from the day: 
https://sites.google.com/view/bridge-house-golf-day/home?pli=1

 



Thank you to those families who have sent in non-
perishable items for the hampers which we give our
Grounds, Cleaning and Catering Staff at the end of
the year to thank them for all that they do for our
children. We have forty-nine hampers to make up

so please keep the contributions coming. 

Only a few days left to contribute.
All contributions need to be in by Tuesday so that the

packing can take place 



Uniform Shop Hours for the next two weeks









The word “here” should have an embedded link to: www.pamgolding.co.za/property-consultant/paarl-luxury-
estates/jordan-greenhalgh/grej03

https://www.pamgolding.co.za/property-consultant/paarl-luxury-estates/jordan-greenhalgh/grej03

