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Senior Primary Music Concert
“Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do without.” ― Confucius
The enjoyment of the Senior Primary students at their Concert on Wednesday was a joy to
experience. There are so many benefits for children who learn to play an instrument, some of
which are: building confidence; teaching patience, discipline and perseverance; inspiring
creativity and improving memory functioning and concentration. Performing in front of an
audience boosts confidence and although the students may have been nervous to begin
with, all the performers left the stage beaming.

For more photos of the performers taken by Karen Winter, have a look at the school Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/BridgeHouseSchl
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Remember...

Today marks a very special event in the calendar,
as we recognise those who gave their lives in
combat around the world. Remembrance Day, and
more accurately the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day, of the eleventh month is an opportunity to show
respect and to be grateful to those who paved the
way for us to enjoy the lives we lead today. As a
reasonably young school in the greater scheme of
things, we may not have the long list of active
soldiers listed on the walls as many older schools
may have, but we realise that some of us have
direct links to family members involved and our
thoughts are with them at this time.

Our swimmers and athletes have taken part in a
number of events this term, albeit that some
have been called off by the opposition for
various reasons. We continue to work at giving
our children as many competitive opportunities
as possible to test their skills against opposition
schools.

Service to others does not necessarily require the
deployment to battle and we continue to
emphasise servant leadership and community
involvement to our children. Many members of our
community have been involved in the Langrup Soup
Kitchen throughout the year and we thank you for
your contribution. Others have taken on service
endeavours as part of Learning for Life, or the
President’s Award, making a very real difference to
people’s lives. At the very least, being kind and
helpful to each other is a service in itself and
something that forms part of regular conversation in
the younger years.

Many of our children continue to excel in sports
beyond the physical boundaries or school
programme. Well done to our equestrian riders
who continuously fly the Bridge House flag high
and to all those children who enter triathlon,
mountain biking, dancing (the list goes on),
competitions.

We are proud of our young tennis players who
took on Noord Eind this week. Growth in the sport
is something we continue to strive for,
developing confident players who are able to
take on the team challenge.

Another special event this past weekend was
the Prep Biathlon. A focused group of athletes
worked in pairs to complete the swimming and
running legs. Amongst our young athletes were
a few older entrants in our parent teams. Well
done to everyone on a successful and fun
It was an absolute delight to be in the audience for morning.
the SP Music Evening. Our young musicians spent
A special mention is made of our Grade 3 boys
hours preparing their pieces and practising for this
and girls who ventured out to camp this week.
event. A huge congratulations to each and every
By all accounts a fantastic time was had by all,
musician. You showed great courage in performing
with much learning and team building on
on the big stage. A pat on the back for the teachers
display beyond the confines of the classroom.
who display encouragement and patience with our
youngsters, enabling them to gain the confidence As we enter the final stretch of the term, we wish
and love for music.
our Grades 7-9 students all the very best as
they take on their formal assessments. May the
The past week has seen the final sporting fixtures
preparation you have put in make this next
being played this year. Our children have done us
challenge seem like a walk in the park!
proud on the fields and in the pool this term, with
many wonderful individual and team performances
Mr Allan Wells
along the way. Our cricketers have enjoyed regular
Prep Deputy Head: Sport and Wider Curriculum
fixtures in both the Prep and College and I have
been so pleased to see a resurgence of interest and
involvement in the game amongst our senior
players. The season ends with competitive Dads vs
Lads games which are always a fun outing … bar a
hamstring or two!

Bridge House Garden Farm 2022

The garden farm at Bridge House has had another productive year, this year. We are now in the
second year and the garden is settling well. The soft fruit trees on the perimeter and the granadilla
hedge are growing and developing well. Some of them have even started producing fruit, although
these will not be viable in the first couple of years of growth. The vegetable harvests this year included
aubergines (bumper crops), carrots, onions, leeks, chives, tomatoes, marrows, watermelon, peppers,
spinach, artichokes, several varieties of lettuce, celery, cabbage, broccoli and cauliflower. The herbs
included basil, coriander (normal and Thai), flat leaf and curly parsley, thyme, oregano, fennel and
mint. Most of the herbs went to the school kitchens and the rest were either donated to the Langrug
soup kitchen or to our grounds staff. The replenishment of some of the crops is done through a
reciprocal arrangement with Origin Food but we have also had some generous donations throughout
the year. In particular, we would like to acknowledge the Barn Foundation and Jeremy Astfalk for a
recent donation of blueberry bushes, sunflower, cotton balls, pepper, spinach and basil seedlings. The
appointment of Bryton van Heerden to oversee the daily maintenance of the
garden has been a very important addition to ensure the long term success of this project. He has
been wonderful. Both Prep and College students have had opportunities to engage with the garden
area for educational purposes or simply just to enjoy the space. A group of Grade 9 students have an
environmental/gardening elective lesson there every Tuesday afternoon. They have engaged with
planting, harvesting, composting and weeding. Objectives for next year include the trimming and
shaping of the fruit trees and a possible co-ordination and implementation of a more structured
composting protocol.
Mr Pieter van Deemter
Over the last three years, two of our Matrics, Benjamin Astfalck and Destin Bürgin, seeded and planted
White Stinkwood, two variants of Acacia and some Yellowwood trees which they have now donated to
the school, leaving a growing legacy behind them. Thank you, boys!

Dancing Giraffes

Did you know Giraffes CAN dance? Grade 1s loved reading the book "Giraffes can't dance" by
Giles Andrea and then created such gorgeous giraffes with different dancing poses to show
this.

Just Imagine ...

Just imagine... creating your own planet and solar system in Art. Grade 2s were engrossed in
their creations.

Grade 3 Camp

What a fabulous time the Grade 3s had on their annual camp! The theme was "Working as a
Team" and they had fun collaborating, playing and trusting one another in different games
and activities. A highlight was the campfire concert where new talents were discovered and
shared! Many very tired children headed home to share their experiences! Well done, Grade
3s! We are proud of you.

What do Industrial Engineers actually do?

Last month, Monique Kruger, a Masters in Industrial Engineering student from Stellenbosch
University, came to present her research to the Grade 9 Mathematics students and to tell
them a bit more about the field of industrial engineering. It was an interactive time where
they got to control an avatar inside a factory simulation and move it to various checkpoints
at which the avatar would explain what an industrial engineer's responsibility would be at
that point. The students were able to play some Maths games, with prizes up for grabs, and
also could ask lots of questions about the field of industrial engineering. All in all, it was an
informative, fun way to end the last period on a Friday.
Ms Nicola Wheeler

Maths Fun - Experimental Probability

The Grade 10 class had a fun Maths lesson on Experimental Probability. They had to perform
trials which included rolling dice and recording their answers to make conclusions. It was a
fun lesson!

Banango Trading

Experiential Learning is the process of learning by doing. By engaging students in hands-on
experiences and reflection, they are better able to connect theories and knowledge learned
in the classroom to real-world situations. The world of commerce was brought to life for the
Grade 8s when they participated in the Banango Traders business simulation game run by
the Johannesburg School of Finance.
Banango Traders is a highly stimulating and competitive business simulation game that is
designed to both entertain students and teach them valuable financial, planning and
strategising skills.
The Grade 8s were divided up into twelve groups where they had to compete with one
another to sell the most Banangos on Clifton Beach. A Banango is a fictitious new
revolutionary fruit that looks like a banana but tastes like a mango. The students had to
decide on their pricing, marketing and cash management strategies to try and make the
most profit. Topics taught throughout the year in EMS were covered and tested through
interactive assessments.
Every competition must have winner! Congratulations to the winning team (below left),
consisting of Jemma Boulton, Sally Graaff, Tom Papesch, Christie Swart and Unamandla
Vilakazi.
Ms Olivia Kilfoil

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Jacques le Roux (Head of College
Boys Sport) on the birth of Joshua Jacques, weighing in at 4.36kg.
Welcome to the Bridge House family, baby Joshua!

60 Minutes with the Heads Meeting

Thank you to the parents who sent in agenda items for the meeting
and thank you to those who attended. The notes taken at the
meeting have been uploaded to the D6 Communicator under Prep
and College General/Resources.

Christmas Hampers
for Grounds,
Cleaning and
Catering Staff

We have begun the collection of nonperishable items for the hampers which
we give our Grounds, Cleaning and
Catering Staff at the end of the year to
thank them for all that they do for our
children. Please support this collection.

Looking for accommodation

One of our new teachers is looking for a cottage/house to rent for his family moving here next month.
Ideally, he needs 3 bedrooms but would look at a 2 bedroomed house. Please contact Mark Doolan
on mardoo@bridgehouse.org.za if you know of anything that may be suitable.

A significant day!

The first group of Grade 12s to matriculate from Bridge
House with isiXhosa as their First Additional Language
wrote their exams this week. I believe that this is
significant in the way it breaks the prejudices that
isiXhosa has previously faced in South Africa, and shows
the progressiveness of our school.
It took a huge amount of trust from both the students
and their families and I believe it has certainly been worth
their while.
Mr Bruce Blaine

Reaching out :

Part of the ethos of Bridge House is to serve, and so to create awareness and opportunity to
understand that everyone is part of a community, so has a responsibility to get involved through
service. Those pupils who sign up for the Learning for Life Challenge in Grade 7 have to get involved
in community initiatives by giving of their time, and demonstrating some organisational proficiency in
this regard.
Sophia Malan has a passion for reading and wanted to share her
passion for reading with the children at Tiffany's Community
Centre, so she has collected a vast number of books for them.
Now, together with her mom, she is establishing a children's library
there. The shelves are currently being installed in this ongoing
project.
Farrah has collected baby clothes for a community initiative
supporting unmarried, teenage mothers.
Himani focused on
collecting cat food
for an organisation
that
cares
for
homeless cats in
Paarl, while Isabella
supplied
the
Watershed
animal
rehabilitation centre
through hercollection
of cat and dog food.

Oscar and Casper ran a book drive
earlier in the year in aid of a donkey
rehabilitation centre, and Gretha’s
toy collection went to a farm creche.
Earlier in the year, Kelly and
Grabrielle were able to deliver
mountains of Easter eggs to a local
school, while Joe van Heerden
collected
old
jeans
to
be
repurposed
by
a
team
of
seamstresses.

Numerous pupils, like Kate and Mia,
have
incorporated
ongoing
assistance at a local soup kitchen
into their routine, and even
arranged collections of items - as
Gaby did - to donate to a local
feeding scheme.

The list of initiatives goes on: what a
privilege it is to see prep children getting
involved in community initiatives that
strive to make a difference, simply by
being …kind.
Mrs Sandie Parker

Prep Sport

Cricket vs Courtrai Primary

On Wednesday, our U13As played their last cricket match for 2022. The coaching staff have
thoroughly enjoyed working with this group of U13 Cricketers. At the start of the 2023 season we set
goals for ourselves for the season and we are happy glad to say that the players achieved many of
the goals they set for themselves. The fact of the matter is that we've witnessed some amazing
batting, bowling and fielding by these players and we can be so proud of them. Mr Riaan van de
Rheede and Mr Zander de Jongh would like to thank the players for their commitment and
dedication this season and for being great ambassadors for Bridge House on and off the field. We
would like to wish the Grade 7s all of the best for their sports career in the College, with their CAN DO
attitude going forward.
On Saturday, the U13 team played against Somerset House. Bridge House won the toss and asked the
home team to bat first. Our bowlers did well in restricting them to 168 in 30 overs, with Thomas
Grindley-Ferris taking 4 wickets and Max Lorentz 2 wickets. Bridge House went in to bat and it was an
uphill battle after losing early wickets. We almost managed to pull it off with Lurique Samuel scoring
32 and a beautiful partnership of 57 between Christopher Reid (32 runs) and Max Lorentz (10 runs).
Please note that the U13 Dads vs Lads has been moved to Thursday 24 November at 14h00.

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Golf

Three of our Bridge House boys did
really well at this weekend's Pearl
Valley Junior Golf Championship in
their respective categories.
Well done to:
Reid Cornish 1st place
Chase Cornish 1st place
Liam Lazaris 2nd place

Biathlon

On Saturday, Bridge House hosted the annual
Biathlon. 54 participants entered and took part in
an eventful, competitive morning of running and
swimming. Congratulations to the following
participants who were awarded as 1st and 2nd
place winners in their categories:
Grade 4 & 5
1st Place: Mila Nienaber (swimmer) and Maxi
Roggenbach (runner)
2nd Place: Jenson Fenner (swimmer) and Petrus
Bosman (runner)
Grade 6 & 7
1st Place: Taylor Stocks (swimmer) and Sarah
Buchanan (runner)
2nd Place: Calum Daniels (swimmer) and Max
Luscombe (runner)
Parents
1st Place: Greg Kahn (swimmer) and Steven Van
Hoof (runner)
Best Dressed
Gretha Graaff and Kelly Moore
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Equestrian

Well done to our riders for their valiant efforts at the Inter-Schools riding on the weekend. Whereas we
lost out to La Rochelle, our riders looked very smart in the new equestrian tops and were
complimented for the improvement in standard of riding from last year to this.
Well done to:
The team of Ella Cook and Holly Reid which came second in the Pre-Novice team competition.
The team of Hiro Holden Manz and Sophia Malan which came second in the Novice team
competition.
Rylee Gradwell for her excellent sportsmanship and her individual places.
Hannah Pearce for a wonderful 90cm second place.
Vittoria Maniora for her resilience and the special mention of her improvement from one class to the
next.
On the same weekend there were also WesternCape Showing Championships:
Congratulations again to Hiro Holden-Manz for winning the Western Cape 10 and Under Showing
Championship title.
Congratulations
too, to Myrthe
Mellema for
winning two titles:
Western Cape
Pony Novice
Showing and
Western Cape
Pony Novice
Working Hunter.
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College Sport

CYCLING
Lucca Pampe continues to do well on his bike. Last
weekend he competed in the PPA One Tonner over a
distance of 109kms. He came 28th out of 445
competitors. Well done, Lucca.

The Grade 9 girls spoilt Mrs D with
gifts at their very last PE lesson.

While everyone is writing exams, compulsory sport sessions for the College
have now come to an end for the year.
Voluntary exercise sessions will be offered.
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Uniform Shop
We ask that all existing parents take the opportunity to freshen up their child’s uniforms before the
close of school 2022.
Currently, the two days before the start of Term 1 2023 are fully booked with new appointments
and there will be no space for walk-in trade on those two days.
Grade 8 Girls need College skirts and they can be bought via Karri.
Grade 8 Boys like to wear chinos for their College years.
Good news - there is hope that the boys Bermudas will be back in stock the first week of school
2023.

The Children's Hospital Trust
Bridge House School has been a long term supporter of the Red Cross War
Memorial Children’s Hospital in CT and the wonderful work they do caring for
more than 250,000 children a year from across South Africa.
The Hospital’s work is supported by The Children’s Hospital Trust, a non profit
organization which relies on benevolent donors to help fund vital projects at the
Hospital. In early 2023 the Children’s Trust are holding their Annual Summer
Party at Boschendal Farm.
Please see the attached invitation and information sheet.

