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Being Future Fit - one of our Seven Bridges
Preparing our students for the wider world is a key element in
their education. This year, all the Grade 10 students and some
Grade 11 students undertook a financial literacy program where
we partnered with Citadel Wealth Management. Citadel is
passionate about empowering the youth with an understanding
of the financial world and as such provided the students with the
opportunity to participate in the Citadel Investing for Young Adults
10-module financial literary course. This course is approved by
the Financial Planning Institute of Southern Africa and adds an
invaluable foundation, background information and explanation
of key financial concepts. Topics covered include, amongst
others, the economy, saving, budgeting and investing. At the end
of the course, students had to prepare and submit a Financial
Plan which developed a deeper understanding of the cost of
living and the need for astute financial planning.
On Wednesday, 26 October 2022, an awards ceremony was held
where those students who had completed the course received
their certificates. Jean de Villiers, ex-springbok captain, and Head
of Philanthropy at Citadel addressed the students.
Mila Roscherr (right) was awarded a prize for the best Financial
Plan submitted.
As part of the Financial Literacy programme, the Grade 10s also
all participated in the JSE Schools Investment Challenge. Schools
across the country participate in this challenge which runs from
March through to September every year. Teams participating in
the challenge had the opportunity to win prizes over the whole
competition as well as monthly. The Bridge House team
consisting of Bradley Griffin, Xander Diedericks, Brett Williams and
Matthew Brand proudly won the August challenge. They each
won a voucher to invest on the Satrix platform. Well done to those
students.
Xander and Bradley (right) were asked to do a live stream
interview where they eloquently answered questions and gave
some excellent advice to future participants.
Ms Olivia Kilfoil
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In his speech, Jean de Villiers encouraged the students to always persevere and continue to
work towards achieving their goals, no matter how hard or rocky the road seems to be. And
with his experience of fighting back after the numerous injuries and operations that he had,
he knows what it is like to have the necessary grit and resilience to do so.

Barrow's Barrow

The Magic of uSimphiwe - so
much more than “just a
production”
The 19 and 20 October were proud moments in our
history, as we witnessed the first production of its kind
where children and teachers from eight very different
schools came together to present the play, USIMPHIWE.
The play was the brainchild of Bruce Blaine, one of our
teachers, who created, wrote, scripted and produced the
play.
It is worth taking a moment to reflect on the journey from conception to performance: Bruce,
who has a qualification in drama, wrote the play some years ago and in 2019 presented the
concept to Bhabhathane as a project that was aimed at uniting schools, and so to be a
vehicle to promote transformation in the valley.
For those who are not aware, Bhabhathane is a schools transformation project that was born
out of the Franschhoek Charter. Its mandate is to unite education in the valley, so as to
ensure children in the valley are exposed to an education that is relevant and applicable. It
was not very difficult to see the pros of USIMPHIWE and the project was given the green light.
The Rupert Educational Foundation was approached and they jumped on board and put the
funding in place for the project to go ahead.
But . . . as you are all aware, COVID put a spanner in the works and the production was
postponed to 2021, and then to 2022. Fortunately, with the COVID restrictions having been
completely lifted this year, the production could go ahead. Auditions took place, rehearsals
began, and after much to-ing and fro-ing, performance dates were set. While there were
many challenges along the way (read: date clashes, staggered school holidays) the cast
was able to rehearse and ensure that they were ready to “break a leg”.

What really stood out for me on this
journey was seeing the magic of a
diverse group of people working
together towards a common goal. This
year Bhabhathane celebrates its 10th
year of working in this space, and
USIMPHIWE was indeed a pivotal
moment where children of our valley
have seen and are acknowledging one
another. These children will no longer
pass each other by without knowing
each other's name.

They have shown that our diverse community can join hands and shine, uniting our
community. This diverse cast stood up, owned their part, put in the effort and showed what
can be achieved when multiple schools unite towards a common goal. The cast and crew
were a true beacon of hope for our valley.
Thank you to all those who joined us for the production: your support must not be
underestimated. My hope, going forward, is that this is just the start of many more joint
ventures where children are given the opportunity to truly see one another and acknowledge
the beauty of our Rainbow Nation. Personally, I do hope that this is not the last we have seen
of USIMPHIWE. Here’s hoping that we may find new spaces to share what has been witnessed.
Marc Barrow
Head of Prep
If anyone would like to learn more about the work
of Bhabhathane and partnership options, please
feel free to contact me at
marbar@bridgehouse.org.za
I would be happy to find a time to meet.

USimphiwe

We have navigated a journey that was beyond our wildest dreams and the impact thereof will be felt
for many years to come. Originally proposed in 2019 and delayed by the onset of COVID-19
lockdowns and restrictions, the day finally arrived. The production, presented by Bhabhathane,
included 8 schools from the Franschhoek Valley, creating a tangible sense of community in the Bridge
House Theatre on the evenings of 19 and 20 October. It was the first time that these schools would
combine to present a production of this magnitude. Ultimately, it would serve to enrich the lives of
both teachers and children as they collaborated with one another despite their various backgrounds
and languages.
Bridge House had a total of 9 students involved in the cast. Manqoba and Unamandla Vilakazi shared
the lead role of Simphiwe, while Maxwell Lorentz played the ever present and entertaining high school
teacher-intern, Jones. Zachary Lorentz and Lukas Winter as Big Si and Chris, respectively, certainly
brought to the fore common stereotypes in their Boarding House environment, while Jo, played by
James Armstrong, gave us some relief that someone might be in Simphiwe’s corner. Isabella
Armstrong had the audience swooning over her empathetic and assertive character, Alex. Jordynne
Kilfoil’s choreography of the ballet was greatly appreciated together with her guidance of the Hip Hop
dancers. Each teacher representative and member of the cast made many a sacrifice, including
weekend rehearsals and rehearsals that stretched late into the evening. We can be exceptionally
proud of the way in which our students engaged with their peers and contributed to the success of
this project’s objectives – to create a sense of community by working towards a common goal. Thank
you to the backstage, sound and lighting crews that ensured that our actors were so well supported
behind the scenes.

While this was a production by Bhabhathane, special mention must be given to the staff and
parents who contributed to the success of USimphiwe by giving of their time or sharing their
expertise. This includes the relentless support of the Heads that represent each school on the
Bhabhathane Committee and Ms Trifena Jefthas for her management of the project as a
whole. Without the support of The Rupert Foundation, this project would not have taken place
in the seamless manner in which it did. This was a true community effort.
It must be said that we trust that this will not be the pinnacle, but rather the foundation of
what is to come. We have now seen the potential that lies within our Valley and the benefits
that each child and adult alike can reap from a project like this. Let us be intentional and
motivated; let us continue to unite our youth and learn from one another.
Mr Bruce Blaine

Cancer Awareness Month

This month, the College raised over R10 000 for Hospice with the sale of pink and blue
ribbons. This was not only a fundraising initiative but also to raise awareness about cancer.
Mr Graham McLaren challenged the College to meet a target of selling 500 ribbons (R2
500), promising that he would cut his hair which he has not done for many years. After
achieving well over the target, the SLC took great pleasure in cutting his hair in Assembly on
Thursday. Thank you to everyone who contributed.

Is there a future for solar ovens?

Continuing with their solar investigations, the Grade 2s designed, built and tested solar ovens. They
tried to see if they could harness the heat of the sun to cook something and successfully melted
marshmallows into smores.

Grow-a-Thon

The Grade 5s have entered a Grow-a-Thon! We have planted tomatoes into personalised
cans and are competing to see who can grow the most or the highest tomatoes! The
tomatoes will hang upside down at home and we will be checking in on their progress
through photo updates. We hope to see the Grade 5s can-do attitude in the Cangro project!

Grade 6 Outing to Cape Town

We arrived at the Heart Museum on a sunny Monday morning. We entered the prestigious
Heart Museum, where our guide, Len, told us a brief history of the building. We then followed
him to a life-size model of a dog being operated on. Len informed us that the world
renowned Dr Christiaan Barnard had done a number of transplants on dogs, before doing
the first heart transplant on a human. Our tour guide, who is also a doctor at Groote Schuur,
showed us a video about the inspiring life story of Hamilton Naki, who worked alongside the
Barnard brothers. Hamilton Naki applied for a job at Groote Schuur to look after the dogs that
were to be experimented on. He worked his way up and eventually became part of the
surgery team as an anaesthetist and then a surgeon himself. Unfortunately, he was never
allowed to operate on humans due to the Apartheid regime at that time.
Following that, we went to the room where Louis Washkansky was operated on, saw some of
the equipment that was actually used and learnt every step of the procedure of the world’s
very first heart transplant. I will not mention the steps because it is a bit too gory! After that,
we went to a replica of Dr Christiaan Barnard’s office, where we saw a realistic life-size model
of the famous doctor himself on the phone at his desk. We also saw black and white photos
of him at various stages of his life. We then went to another replica of a room but this time of
Louis Washkansky’s ward while at the hospital. While in his ward, we saw newspaper clippings
and articles covering all the good and bad news of the first heart transplant. In addition, we
also saw six glass encased hearts, two of which were Louis Washkansky's and Denise de
Waal's (the original heart donor) hearts. We then watched a very interesting video about the
life of Christiaan Barnard and how he made medical history.

Next, stop… The Long March to Freedom!
After a brief drive, we arrived at The Long March to Freedom sculpture exhibit. We worked in
groups identifying various sculptures, who they represented and learned about their
contribution to South Africa’s democracy. After a snack, we got back on the bus and returned
to school.
This day was very informative, educational and exciting! We would recommend a visit to the
Heart Museum, as you get a very detailed experience of South Africa’s role in world medical
history. We also recommend The Long March to Freedom sculpture exhibit, because you can
gain more knowledge about South Africa’s democracy, through the medium of art.
By Sarah Buchanan

Puzzles, Chess, Gardening and Craft Clubs in the
Junior Primary
The students really enjoy these wider classroom activities.

A visit from previous Head of
Bridge House, Allan Graham

Allan Graham was Head of Bridge House from 1997 to
2002 and on Allan's retirement from the school, Brian
Robertson, Chair of the Bridge House Board of Directors
at the time, wrote this about him:
"The most important function required of a School Board is to
appoint an appropriate individual to lead the school. If it makes
the correct decision, the school will prosper, if not, the school
will stagnate.
In appointing Allan Graham in 1997, the Board was not to
know just how effective their decision was and how remarkably
the school would progress under his leadership. In essence he
has brought to life and given substance to the Founding
Parents’ Mission and Value Statements. Conducting from the
front, a Chesterfield his baton, he has orchestrated the
transition from a rather precarious situation of hired prefabs to
one where waiting lists for classes exist and theatres, gyms,
pools and other facilities are taken for granted. His ‘two hourly’
Principal’s report , delivered to the Board with a great respect
for and command of every syllable of the English language on
warm Friday afternoons, will be sorely missed. Fortunately, the
wisdom gained by those pupils who have sat at his feet and
experienced his great love of Mathematics will live with them
always, whilst the invaluable life experiences he freely
dispenses as an educator will have influenced all who have
been taught by him.

1998

I suspect that many of you have your own treasured memories
of Allan, and I personally shall cherish the experience to have
worked with a man who is not only committed to his profession
but dedicated to it. A man who bases his life on principles and
values against which he tests every decision he takes."
This week, Allan and his wife, Dal, who are visiting from
the UK,
came to the school. We re-enacted the
legendary photo of Allan and his younger son, Timothy,
which is on display in the Learning Commons. In this
week's photo, Allan is with his son Charles and grandson,
Sam. It was a pleasure showing them around the school
which, despite its growth, remains the very special place
that it started out to be. The design integrity of the
buildings with our lovely arches, Allan's favourite feature,
can be seen throughout the school.

2022

Round Square International Exchange

Two of our students, Josh Rawson and Amelia Ansley, are on exchange at the Athenian
School, a college, preparatory and boarding school located in Danville, California in the
United States. Athenian educates students in grades 6–12 on an approximately 75-acre
(300,000 m2) campus at the base of Mt. Diablo, located in the San Francisco Bay Area in
Northern California. Athenian was founded in 1965 and is composed of roughly 170 students
in the middle school (grades 6–8) and 360 students in the high school (9-12), which is also
known as the upper school. Not wearing a uniform and doing some very different subjects is
proving to be an interesting experience for them and they are enjoying their time there. We
look forward to hearing about it when they return.

Josh and Amelia far left)
with other exchange
students who are at
Athenian.

Changes to Bus Transport Arrangements in 2023
In 2023 there will be changes to the provision of bus services by GEM Shuttles and Stubbs Tours to and from
Bridge House. From January, these two companies will be totally outsourced and the termly fares charged for
daily transport will no longer be invoiced to the school accounts.
Both GEM Shuttles and Stubbs Tours will continue with the same routes and times as in 2022 but the
arrangement for the daily service will be directly between them, as the service provider, and the parents who
wish to make use of the service.
GEM Shuttles and Transport (Pty) Ltd, is managed by Edward and Evan Arendse who have two routes which
provide transport from Franschhoek, stopping at La Motte, to school. Their other route transports students
directly from Boschenmeer, Val de Vie and the Pearl Valley Estates along the R301 Wemmershoek Road.
Please contact Edward to find out more information
Edward Arendse: ed@gemshuttles.co.za 084 953 9954
Stubbs Tours is managed by Winston Stubbs and provides transport from Wellington through Paarl along the
R45 to the school.
Please contact Winston to find out more information
Winston Stubbs: stubbstours@mweb.co.za 071 567 1273
Both of these companies have provided a wonderful service for numerous years to many Bridge House families
and will continue to do so in 2023.
The Bridge House bus will continue with morning transport only from Stellenbosch and that service will be by
arrangement with the school administration office. These termly fares will be invoiced to the school accounts.

*************************************

Christmas Hampers for
Grounds, Cleaning and
Catering Staff
We have begun the collection of non-perishable
items for the hampers which we give our Grounds,
Cleaning and Catering Staff at the end of the year
to thank them for all that they do for our children.
Please support this collection.

Prep Sport
Cricket

U11A vs Pniel Primary
On Wednesday, 19 October, the U11A Cricket side hosted a resilient Pniel eleven. Bridge House
won the toss and chose to bat first. The opening pair of Captain James Boulton and Aiden
Jansen Van Rensburg cruised to 30 runs until the loss of the first wicket after the powerplay.
The boys showed enormous progress from the last encounters and set a target of 132 in their
20 overs; James Boulton with a well executed 51* and Sam Van Heerden with 22*. Darius
Mooken was the pick of the bowlers with a very economical bowling performance, conceding
less than three runs in his four overs. Unfortunately, an undisciplined bowling display resulted
in the opposition chasing down the score in 16 overs.
U11A vs Rhenish Primary
On Wednesday, the Bridge House U11A cricket side traveled to
Stellenbosch to face a batting-strong Rhenish team. Bridge House
were sent in to bat, with Aiden Janse van Rensburg and James
Boulton posting a well-crafted opening partnership. A great batting
performance from James of 85 runs led to Bridge House posting
138 runs at the end of their 20 overs. Although Bridge House
showed grit with the ball, we unfortunately went down by 6 wickets.
Rhenish got the total with three overs to spare. Appreciation goes
to the parents that came and supported the boys. We cannot wait
to see you all in Cape Town on Saturday.
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U11B vs Rhenish Primary
We batted first and made 65 for 3. Out of that 65, as an opener, Charlie Wells contributed 3
not out. He kept his wicket until the end. Aston van der Merwe made 4 and was caught at
cover in the 18th over. We went to bowl with bowlers, Ethan van der Merwe, Junho Slamet,
Charlie Wells (took the only wicket by bowling and catching), Samuel Stocks and Thomas
Pretorius. They are all very promising bowlers but need the support with their efforts. We lost
by 9 wickets and 5 overs. This was a very good lesson for our youngsters - the teacher of the
game is the game itself!
U13 vs Pniel Primary
Bridge House U13 won the toss against Pniel Primary and sent them into bat. All our bowlers
contributed well to the bowling attack with Oliver Anley, Charl de Wet, Reuben Grobler and
Christoper Reid all taking 2 wickets each. Bridge House trotted through to a wonderful win by
8 wickets.

U13 vs Hugo Rust Primary
Our U13s played against Hugo Rust Primary,
giving a really clinical performance on the
day. The support for one another, on and off
the field, was wonderful. The bowlers were
very focused on their job and after Hugo Rust
won the toss and decided to bat, they
bowled the team out with Maxwell Lorentz
taking four wickets. Bridge House went into
bat and easily won the match with Joe van
Heerden scoring 35 runs, and being well
supported by Daniella Viljoen!
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Bridge House Mini Cricket Festival
We had a wonderful day of cricket on Saturday, 22 October hosting the annual Bridge House
U8 and U9 Mini Cricket Festival. Nine schools and over 200 players took to the field, with
plenty of parents and grandparents supporting the players. Thank you to all those who
contributed to making this Festival a huge success!

Triangular Athletics Meeting - Somerset House Prep, Somerset
College and Bridge House

Congratulations to the following pupils who
placed first in their events:
U7 Girls
Annah Sterne: 150m 1st; 60m 1st
U7 Boys
Max Lockett: 60m 1st
U10 Girls
Savannah Purchase: Long Jump 1st;
High Jump 1st (New Record)
Nsovo Mayise: Shot Put 1st
U11 Boys
Eli Goliath: 50m 1st
U12 Girls
Lucy Henderson: High Jump 1st; 150m 1st
U12 Boys
JD Fourie: Shot Put 1st
Jan Bosman: High Jump 1st
Alexander Hutchison-Taylor: 150m 1st
Max Luscombe: 1200m 1st
Relay
U11 Boys - 1st (New Record)
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Paarl Boys Primary Athletics Event
Results:
Samuel Stocks
Petrus Bosman
Max Luscombe

400m u10 Boys
800m u10 Boys
800m u12 Boys

3rd
2nd
1st

Swimming

On Tuesday, our U10 - Open swimmers took part in
the annual Bridge House Relay Gala. It was an
exciting afternoon filled with lots of recordbreaking. The following results were achieved:
Bridge House A:

5 - 3rd Places
11 - 2nd Places
9 - 1st Places

Bridge House B:

9 - 4th Places
9 - 3rd Places
3 - 2nd Place

A special mention must go to the U11 A Girls who
broke 2 records in the following events:
4 x 25m Freestyle Relay in a time of 1.04.84
4 x 25m Medley Relay in a time of 1.16.44
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College Sport
Golf

Bridge House entered two student golfers and three staff golfers into the Reddam House Golf
Day hosted at the prestigious Steenberg Golf Club. The golfers enjoyed a Ryder Cup format:
6 holes of Scramble Drive, 6 holes of Betterball and 6 holes of 4-ball Alliance.
On a rather blustery Saturday morning and after delayed tee-off times, the staff were
underway together with a colleague from Somerset College in their 4-ball. After 2 out of
bounds drives and a mishit from the men, the teachers' 4-ball got off to a nervy start. They
were certainly grateful that it was a Scramble Drive format and that Mrs Blaine was able to
set them up with 100m into the first green.
Jordan Sim and Tristan Dower teamed up with two boys from Bishops. It was a fruitful
experience for them, especially with it being Jordan's first outing of 18 holes. He was fortunate
to be under the tutelage of an experienced Tristan Dower which bodes well for the two
pairing up in future competitions.
In the end, the teachers' team placed second in the adult's division, falling short of victory by
a mere 3 points.
There were many highlights to the day and we look forward to more golfers participating in
events such as this.
Mr Bruce Blaine
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College Sport
WATER POLO BOYS FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER AT PINELANDS
Bridge House boys U17 vs Camps Bay U16 won 10-5

WATER POLO GIRLS FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER
AT PARKLANDS
Bridge House girls U19 vs Parklands U19
won 8-3
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TENNIS MONDAY 24 OCTOBER AT STELLENBOSCH HIGH SCHOOL
Bridge House U19 girls vs Rhenish lost 1-3
CRICKET TUESDAY 25 OCTOBER (home)
Bridge House U15 vs PRG U14D won by 7 wickets after chasing down 98 runs. (Ben Dipnall 42
not out; Lampard Msuthu took 2 wickets)

CYCLING
Congratulations to Lucca Pampe who completed the Boland 100 Miller
2022(95kms) on Sunday 23 October(95kms).
His result were as follows:
For his category:
7th out of 95.
Gender position 6th out of 70
Group position 7th out of 80
Average speed 35.31 kms per hour.

LAST FIXTURES OF THE YEAR

Monday 31 October
Tennis U15 boys vs Boland Landbou (away)
Water polo boys ve Herzlia (home)
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Uniform Shop Trading Hours next week

*************************************************************

Entries are open for the Bridge House Mile taking
place on Saturday 11 March 2023 at the
Berg River Dam.
Enter now on www.bridgehousemile.co.za

