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Fostering a love of nature

Children are born with an intrinsic sense of curiosity about nature and by fostering this love of nature we can
help them begin to recognise how important the environment is to our existence and how we as humans
need to protect and maintain our natural environment. Bridge House has 28 hectares of beautiful campus, set
in the most spectacular natural surroundings, safe enough for even the youngest members of our school to
explore. There is always something interesting to discover in our Garden Farm, which the Grade 0s spent time
in this week.
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Engaging all the senses

The Grade 0s, observing, smelling, feeling and tasting in the Garden Farm.

Exams again…

The first two weeks of Term 4 have included a number of events celebrating the
achievements of our Class of 2022. The dress-up days, art exhibition, awards evening and
valedictory ceremony culminating with the departure of our matric group via Founders’ Walk
have all been memorable experiences.
These events also indicate the arrival of the examination season for the entire school. At the
time of writing, the IEB exams have started in earnest with Computer Applications
Technology, Further Studies English and Further Studies Mathematics and Information
Technology practical already being written this week.
With IEB exams in progress, the focus for all other students also shifts toward the November
exams. Grades 10 and 11 students begin exams on Monday 31 October and Grades 8 and 9
students start on Thursday 17 November.
It may be important to remind ourselves of the purpose of end-of-year exams. While exams
are often associated with heightened anxiety and stress levels, they do have an important
role in the teaching and learning process. Exams provide an opportunity to assess what
students have learned within their respective subjects. There is often the misconception that
teachers set exam papers to catch students out. On the contrary, teachers want students to
show what they have learned and mastered during the teaching process. Exams also offer
the teaching faculty valuable insight and feedback into the teaching process. In many cases,
this feedback will be used to adjust the teaching sequence and address the need for more
resources going forward.
Having completed my first term at Bridge House, I am delighted to see the emphasis on a
balanced approach to education as reflected in the school’s mission statement and core
values. Relating to the exams, there are two core values that resonate:
Positivity - Our ‘Can Do’ attitude encourages a growth mindset where individual
potential can be realised
Learning for Life - We foster curiosity and a passion for learning
Learning for Life reminds me of an often updated list of the top ten skills needed in
the workplace. The World Economic Forum lists the top ten skills that will be required
by 2025, divided into four categories as follows:
Problem-solving
Analytical thinking and innovation
Complex problem-solving
Critical thinking and analysis
Creativity, originality and initiative
Reasoning, problem-solving and ideation

Exams again…
Self-management
Active learning and learning strategies
Resilience, stress tolerance and flexibility
Working with people
Leadership and social influence
Technology use and development
Technology use, monitoring and control
Technology design and programming
I am confident that as a school our curriculum, which is not limited to the classroom space,
offers sufficient opportunities for students to be exposed to and engaged in activities that will
set them on the journey of growth and development of the skills listed above.
We wish all our students the very best for the exams ahead.
Trevor van Niekerk
College Deputy Head: Academics and Culture

Matric Class 2022

Duplo Den

The Playschool verandah room has had a makeover. It is now "The Duplo Den", the most
wonderful place to build and be creative. The children decided to rename it to "Our Lego
Land." They are so fortunate to have this exciting new play space.

Self Portraits

How the Grade 1s see themselves - instantly recognisable self portraits with spring flowers.

Grade 10 Perspective

Nicole Viljoen writes: The Grade 10s went to Grande Provence Gallery in Franschhoek. The gallery was
filled with interesting interpretations of abstract figures. The artwork that struck me the most would
have to be 'Pond at the end of the road' by Sharlé Matthews. It is an oil sketch which was produced on
card. The detail and depth in the image are what really amazed me. This illusion of depth is created
using linear perspective, which also creates movement along the road. This oil sketch inspires me to
make use of layering by adding various layers of dark on light. I really enjoy painting landscapes as
there is contrasting detail in the front and more abstract depictions as the painting reaches its
vanishing point.
Greta Goedvolk writes: On Friday 7 October my peers and I went on an art outing to the gallery at
Grand Provence in Franschhoek. The objective of this outing was to see the oil sketches of Sharlé
Matthews in order to inspire us for our term project and, in all honesty, it did exactly that. Seeing those
artworks made me extremely excited to experiment and play with oil paint as I am not very
experienced in the medium. I specifically enjoyed the ambiguity of her oil sketches and the other
artworks in the gallery and it was interesting to think of all the different possible meanings behind
each artwork. This outing truly deepened my understanding of the task at hand and I will make sure
to try and include some components of what I've learned and liked into my own artwork!

SLC 2023 Planning

Prior to the Awards Ceremony, when the new 2023 SLC officially took over the reins from the
2022 SLC, the group spent time with Ms Greener discussing leadership and the way forward
for them as a Student Leadership Council. Last weekend, accompanied by Ms Greener and
Mr Doolan, the group overnighted at a beautiful venue in Tulbagh where they did further
strategic planning and workshopping. We wish them the best of luck for the year ahead.

Die Helpie-koor

Last Friday, Die Helpie-koor from Helpmekaar Kollege in Braamfontein, performed at Bridge
House as part of their Cape Town tour. The group consists of 80 Singers who perform a
diverse repertoire from American Spirituals to well known South African favourites and newly
composed works. This is a High School choir with a beautiful fresh, mature sound. A highlight
was when our College Choir performed with the visitors in the finale. It was an enriching
experience for our singers to collaborate and workshop with this experienced, well-known
choir.

Boarders explore their creative side

The Waterfall girls and some Bellegam boys had a creative time at the Clay Cafe on their
outing this weekend. Our boarders go on a diverse range of outings and it is always fun to
discover new things.

Scientific Experiments

The Grade 2s are investigating the effects of the sun on different colours. They discovered
that certain colours absorb more sunlight than others. The ice was melting faster on the
darker colours.

Learning for Life

There was great excitement in the Grade 3 quad last week. Wonderful, creative stalls were
set up in the morning, attracting many willing customers to their Grade 3 Market Day. The
children had a wonderful opportunity learning about money, set-up costs and profit and loss
but most importantly, loads of fun was had by all! Thank you to everyone for their support.

Superhelde en Heldinne

Groot pret in die Afrikaanse klas - kreatiewe denke, oulike verhale en fantastiese kostuums.

Condolences

Our sincere condolences go to to Anna Winternitz and her family on the death of her father last week.
You are in our thoughts and prayers, Anna.

Changes to Bus Transport Arrangements in 2023
In 2023 there will be changes to the provision of bus services by GEM Shuttles and Stubbs Tours to and from
Bridge House. From January, these two companies will be totally outsourced and the termly fares charged for
daily transport will no longer be invoiced to the school accounts.
Both GEM Shuttles and Stubbs Tours will continue with the same routes and times as in 2022 but the
arrangement for the daily service will be directly between them, as the service provider, and the parents who
wish to make use of the service.
GEM Shuttles and Transport (Pty) Ltd, is managed by Edward and Evan Arendse who have two routes which
provide transport from Franschhoek, stopping at La Motte, to school. Their other route transports students
directly from Boschenmeer, Val de Vie and the Pearl Valley Estates along the R301 Wemmershoek Road.
Please contact Edward to find out more information
Edward Arendse: ed@gemshuttles.co.za 084 953 9954
Stubbs Tours is managed by Winston Stubbs and provides transport from Wellington through Paarl along the
R45 to the school.
Please contact Winston to find out more information
Winston Stubbs: stubbstours@mweb.co.za 071 567 1273
Both of these companies have provided a wonderful service for numerous years to many Bridge House families
and will continue to do so in 2023.
The Bridge House bus will continue with morning transport only from Stellenbosch and that service will be by
arrangement with the school administration office. These termly fares will be invoiced to the school accounts.

*************************************

Christmas Hampers for
Grounds, Cleaning and
Catering Staff
We have begun the collection of non-perishable
items for the hampers which we give our Grounds,
Cleaning and Catering Staff at the end of the year
to thank them for all that they do for our children.
Please support this collection.

Cricket

Prep Sport

U11A vs Somerset College
On Saturday, our u11A team played the u11A cricketers from Somerset College. There was great
excitement in the week building up to this but we woke up to a strong headwind on the day. We lost
the toss and were asked to post a total. Batting was not made easy with the loss of two early wickets.
This setback meant we only reached a total of 84 all out. Our bowlers found it very tough on the day
against both the strong winds and our opponents showing great skill in constructing their run chase
with the loss of only three wickets. We will take the positives from this and work towards bettering
ourselves for the upcoming fixtures this term.

13A vs Somerset College

Our U13As played in very tough weather conditions and the team couldn't find their rhythm. Too often,
simple mistakes were made but the players enjoyed the match and kept their spirits up until the end.
Reuben Grobler took two wickets in the match.
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Cricket continued
U11B vs Curro Somerset West
On Wednesday, our u11B team welcomed Curro Somerset West in what was our first game of the
term. We lost the toss and were asked to bat first. After the loss of early wickets, a solid partnership
between Darius Mooken and Thomas de Roos steadied the innings. Thanks to their wonderful stroke
play we managed to reach 64 in our 20 overs.
Curro had great confidence in their batting innings thanks to their opening partnership putting our
bowlers on the backfoot. They chased down the total in the 15th over. It was a great opportunity for
our cricketers to be on the field again.
U11 &U13 vs Curro Somerset West
On Wednesday, our U13B played against Curro Somerset West and according to the coach all the
players brought something to the table and worked well together as a team. Overall, the day was
successful with good sportsmanship and good cricket from a batting and bowling aspect. Charl de
Wet scored 27 runs and Noah Taylor scored 19 runs. On the bowlers side, Oscar Marklew and
Connor Surkont both took two wickets. Our team won the match. Well done!

Athletics

We wish JD Fourie all the very best as he takes
part in the Western Province Athletics competition
in Bredasdorp next Friday. JD will be competing in
the javelin, shotput and discus events.

Golf

Congratulations
to
Liam Lazaris who won
1st place at the Pearl
Valley Championship
this Sunday. Well done,
Liam!
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Swimming

A huge congratulations goes to all the swimmers below on achieving the following results at
the CTA Qualifying Meet over the weekend:
Jenson Fenner:
U10 Boys 50m Breastroke - 50.68 PB - 6th
U10 Boys 100m Freestyle - 1.33.88 PB - 23rd
U10 Boys 50m Butterfly - 1.03.61 PB - 25th
U10 Boys 50m Backstroke - 47.90 PB - 18th
U10 Boys 100m Breastroke - 1.51.12 PB - 12th
U13 Boys 50m Freestyle - 39.64 PB - 5th
U13 Boys 200m IM - 4.15.79 PB - 10th
Olivia Fenner:
Mixed U13 50m Freestyle - 36.14
- 3rd
Mixed U13 200m IM - 3.41.90 PB - 3rd
Mila Nienaber:
Mixed U13 400m Freestyle - 6.41.00 - 4th
Mixed U13 200m Backstroke - 3.30.06 - 4th
A Special mention goes to Mila Nienaber who was awarded Cape Winelands Aquatics
District Age Group Half Colors. This is awarded to swimmers who qualify for the WCA
Provincial Championships at a recognised district competition, SSA recognised competition
or who achieved a qualifying standard at SSA recognised schools competitions.
Congratulations on this impressive achievement, Mila!

Equestrian News

Polocrosse is an equestrian
discipline that many of us have
not heard of. It is a team sport in
which riders use a stick with a
racquet head to catch and
throw a ball while mounted. Gina
Pretorius is a member of the
Cape Unicorns Polocrosse club
and took part in a clinic last
weekend and was awarded
prizes for the best pony and rider
combination and the most
improved rider. Well done, Gina!
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Cape Town Premier Hockey League
… a parent's perspective

During the holidays, we parents discovered that the CPL is not for the faint-hearted: high flick passes,
fierce and relentless tackling, point-blank shots fired at the goalkeeper - all happening at breakneck speed! The CPL is full of highly skilled hockey players, who stretch every sinew and muscle in
pursuit of victory. Yet, five of our Grade 6, 13A hockey squad were undaunted by this challenge;
showing everyone that they more than belong with the best. Noah Taylor & Jono Greenway (Heat),
Milan Swanepoel (All Stars), Ryan Glazer (Royals), and Alex Hutchison-Taylor (Raptors) made
Bridge House proud. Each one of the boys made their presence felt, becoming integral parts of their
respective U12 teams, over five matches of 48 minutes each; brilliantly showcasing how far BHS
hockey has come. Skilful passing (Ryan), brave tackling (Milan), stunning goal scoring (Noah),
relentless ball chasing (Jono) and crazy goal saving (Alex) were all on display in abundance, along
with excellent sportsmanship in victory or defeat. ‘Can-do!’ quickly became ‘Will-do!’ and then,
‘Done!’ We had so many fabulous victories to celebrate.
WHAT an awesome experience! It takes guts to pitch up and play with, and against, super-talented
kids whom you have never met; to listen and learn quickly from top-level, highly demanding
coaches; and not to be overwhelmed by the environment (Western Cape Cricket & Hockey Club), or
the occasion - never mind the hordes of overly competitive parents and other supporters screaming
themselves hoarse on the side-lines! Our boys squeezed every ounce of learning and joy from the
opportunity and experience. We could not be more proud of all five boys, especially in how they each
represented themselves, their team, and Bridge House School. So, what do the boys think? “Bring on
the U14 CPL next year! WE CAN’T WAIT!”
Ross Hutchinson-Taylor
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Upcoming Prep Fixtures
Cricket

Sat, 22 October

BH Mini Cricket Festival at Bridge House
Wed, 26 October
U11A vs Rhenish Primary - Stellenbosch
U11B vs Rhenish Primary - Bridge House
U13 vs Hugo Rust Primary - Bridge House
Fri, 28 October
U13 Cape Town Cricket Tour - Cape Town
(Sweetvalley/Reddam Constantia)
Sat, 29 October
U11A vs Reddam Constantia - Reddam

Athletics

Mon, 24 October
Paarl Boys Athletics - Paarl
Fri, 28 October
Pre-Primary Mini Athletics - Bridge House

Swimming

Tues, 25 October
Bridge House Relay Gala - Bridge House
Thurs, 27 Oct
Nautilus Gala - Paarl
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College Sport
Cricket

It has been a jam-packed fixture schedule for the College cricket teams over the last week.
On Thursday 13 October, the U19s played Franschhoek High and narrowly lost by 2 runs. On
Saturday 15 October, the U19s took to the field again against Peponi College from Kenya and
this time thanks to superb batting by Jack Wells, 70 not out off 48, and terrific bowling by
Joshua Hendricks, 6 for 29 runs, they were victorious by 37 runs due to Duckworth-Lewis. On
Tuesday this week, the U15s were in action against Franschhoek High’s U15s and thanks to
superb big hitting from Lampard Msuthu and Lurique Samuels we posted a score of 151. It
was a team effort in the field and the boys toppled Franschhoek by 99 runs. Finally, the U19s
played against a strong Hoërskool Strand U19 team on Thursday and were steamrolled by 101
runs. This was the 4th game in a week for some of these boys without practice in between so
they should be proud of themselves for fighting till the end. A special thanks goes to all the
parents and a few students for giving up their time and coming to support us on these
match days. The team and staff are very grateful for your support and we hope to entertain
all of you with good performances in the future.
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College Sport
Tennis

Congratulations to our U15 boys team (Ben Stengl, Mick Stengl, Jannis Kolschbach and
Friedrich Von Eichel-Streiber) and U19 girls team (Tiana van Deemter, Chelsea de Villiers,
Zara Steyl and Lana Boshoff) who won their first matches of the 2022 - 2023 Cape
Winelands league.
The results were as follows:
U15 Boys vs Paarl Gym won 4-2
U19 Girls vs Labori won 6-1

Swimming

The first Boland High Schools relay gala took place at Rhenish on Thursday 20 October.
The results were as follows.
Kim Konstantin
Boys Boys Open 100m freestyle 8th 1:02.15
Boys Open 50m backstroke 12th 37.60
Boys Open 100m breaststroke 9th 1:21.85
Kathryn La Grange
Girls Open 100m freestyle 18th 1:18.75
Girls Open 50 backstroke 19th 42.68
Skye Fox
Girls Open 100m breaststroke 16th 1:45.67
Girls U14 Freestyle Relay Bridge House 5th 1:07.97
Girls U14 Medley Relay Bridge House 5th 1:12.98

Cycling

Lucca Pampe participated in the Durbie Dash Road Race on
Saturday 15 October. He covered a distance of 90kms in 2 hours 29
minutes and 44 seconds at an average speed of 36:06 kph. His
group position was 2nd out of 48. Well done, Lucca.
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Cape Town Marathon

Congratulations to our amazing cross
country coach, Philani Sengce, who placed
17th (12th South African and 2nd Western
Cape athlete) in the Cape Town Marathon
on Sunday 16 October. He completed the
42kms in 2:23:24.
In the photograph Philani is being
congratulated by his manager Elana
Meyer.

COLLEGE UPCOMING FIXTURES

Friday 21 October
Water polo boys vs Camps Bay (venue: Pinelands)
Water polo girls vs Parklands and Elkanah (away)

Monday 24 October
Tennis girls U19 vs Rhenish (away at Stellenbosch HS)
Tuesday 25 October
Cricket U15 vs PRG (home)
Thursday 27 October
Fastest Four Gala hosted by Bridge House
Cricket U19 vs PRG (home)
Tennis girls U19 vs Paarl Gim (home)
Friday 28 October
Water polo girls vs Camps Bay and Fish Hoek (away)
Water polo boys vs Herzlia (home)

COLLEGE COMPULSORY SPORT FOR THE REST OF THE TERM
GRADES 10 & 11 Compulsory sport practices end on Tuesday 25 October
Last fixtures for Grade 10 & 11 students are the Fastest Four Gala on 27 October and water
polo fixtures on Friday 28 October.
GRADES 8 & 9 Compulsory sport practices and fixtures end on Thursday 10 November.
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Entries are open for the Bridge House Mile taking
place on Saturday 11 March 2023 at the
Berg River Dam.
Enter now on www.bridgehousemile.co.za

