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Head Boy and Head
Girl 2023
Congratulations to Sebastian
Phillips and Sophie Wainwright
who were announced as Head
Girl and Head Boy for 2023 at
the College Awards Ceremony
on Tuesday. As servant leaders
we entrust them to lead with
kindness and humility; to honour,
empower and inspire others;
and to always choose the
ethical path.
We wish them and their team all
the best in their leadership roles
for the year ahead.

14 October 2022

WWE … and it’s NOT about wrestling!

It’s that time of year again: awards ceremonies, valedictories, concerts to celebrate a year’s learning,
growing, developing - across the school. At one such ceremony this week, as I sang the College song
(“learning for life is our motto…” ) it struck me again that this phrase is not just a cliché, but intrinsic to
… everything we do and promote at Bridge House School.
We ensure that children are consistently and appropriately taught not just what they need to know,
but why they are learning these things; we encourage teachers to participate in professional
development as often as possible - and not just to make them better teachers! (Yes, I need to
stretch my brain again this Friday afternoon learning how to use and apply a new teaching app!); we
promote and provide multiple opportunities for development of sports skills, cultural skills, socioemotional skills across the board - and we provide resources and materials to practise the various
skills taught. We mandate that our model of education is focused on developing “future fitness” in a
holistic sense: academically, emotionally, physically. So we all - teachers, children and parents - have
to buy in to the concept of “Learning for Life”. On the one hand, this addresses learning all the time; on
the other, it addresses learning in a way that prepares us for the challenges of the “real world”. This
speaks to agility of thought, problem-solving, becoming resilient, dealing with disappointment, finding
one’s voice, and putting classroom learning into a “live context”. Our Wider Curriculum provides the
platform for this practical outworking of “book knowledge”.
In Grade 7, we take a week at this time of the year to focus on such experiential learning. We call it
our WWE week: gaining Wider World Experience. Our Grade 7s have:

Traced their actual route from school to Signal Hill (via the N2), to Hout Bay and back to school (via
Constantia Neck, the M3 and the N1) on a printed street map. On paper, North is always “at the top”;
not so when you are travelling.
Viewed the CBD from Signal Hill and described not just what is found in the CBD (and industrial,
residential, recreational areas), but what these areas “look like” - and how to indicate them on a
map.
Fried eggs, popped popcorn, made me a cup of tea (or tried to!) in their home-made solar ovens.
Researched and proposed solutions to the problem of WASTE in a city. (And I speak not just of
picking up litter, I can assure you. Think re-purposing old seat belts, effective use of textiles, using
old tyres in the building industry, incentivising recycling!)
Collected information in the District 6 Museum from images, artefacts, maps, etc. in order to create
an in-depth biographical account and character sketch.
Identified and contrasted multiple avian features and adaptations at the World of Birds.
And, of course, eaten the best fish and chips in Cape Town (!) at Fish on the Rocks, relaxed on the
grass in the Company Gardens, held the hand of a wax figure “undergoing open heart surgery” at
the Cape Town Heart Museum - and realised that bringing only a 250ml water bottle along for a
day’s outing is an example of poor planning.
It is easy to “meet the academic requirements” by teaching the theory of map work, solar energy,
population movement, heritage, conservation, apartheid, literature, etc. Real learning takes place when
theory merges with life.
This week, the Grade 7s have done some “learning for life”.
Mrs Sandie Parker - Prep Deputy Head: Academics and Culture

College Awards

At the College Awards Ceremony, Silver and Gold Academic Awards, some sports and
cultural awards as well as prestigious awards such as the Dux Trophy, Founders' Shield, the
Values Award and Staff Special Awards were presented to the Matric Class of 2022. Three
students were awarded Gold Standard President's Awards. Congratulations to all the Award
Winners.
Some of the awardees are pictured below:
Top row left to right: Founders' Shield: Destin Bürgin; Values Award: Ben Fisher;
Dux Scholar: Fabiano Truda; Euterpe Music Trophy: Julian Duvenage; Southeby's Visual Arts
Trophy: Hannah Robichon
Middle row left to right: Sportsman of the Year: Liam Daniels; Sportswoman of the Year: Jayd
Bassi-Hanssen; Sportsmanship: Luc de Marillac; Sportsmanship: Kate Gordon; Lizinda Deysel
Drama Trophy: Victoria West-Russell

Far left: House Captains
of Helios receiving the
Spirit Cup
Left: Alexandria House
won the Inter-House Cup

Gold President's
Award

Congratulations to Ben Astfalck,
Sienna Squires and Destin Bürgin who
bring the total of Gold Awardees at
Bridge House to 62 students.
To achieve a Gold President's Award is
no mean feat and requires dedication
and commitment. The President's
Award (TPA) is affiliated to The Duke
of Edinburgh’s International Award for
Young People and is a full member of
the International Award Foundation
and oversees the Award Programme
in over 130 countries globally, with 18 of
these being in Africa. There are over
1.3
million
active
participants
internationally. TPA motivates young
people to develop character, discover
their purpose and determine their
future in contributing towards building
a better South Africa.
There are three levels within the
programme; Bronze, Silver and Gold.
Within those levels there are four
sections: 1. Skills Development; 2.
Physical Recreation; 3. Service to the
Community and 4. an Adventurous
Journey. At Gold level a residency
project is also a requirement.
At Bridge House, following on from the
Learning for Life Leadership Award
undertaken by Grade 7s, all Grade 8s
are enrolled for the Bronze Level of The
President's Award. Some students go
on to undertake Silver and Gold level
awards.

It should be noted that In order to stand for election
to the SLC at Bridge House, students must have
achieved a Bronze Level Award. Grade 10s who have
not yet got their Bronze President's Award and who
want to stand for the SLC of 2024, should get
working on this as soon as possible.

Scramble Bell Ringer

The Scramble Bell Ringer for 2023 is
Riley Laden. The Scramble Bell
Award is nominated and voted for
by the Grade 11 class and is
awarded to the Grade 11 student
who
shows
the
following
characteristics: the candidate must
be
honest,
reliable
and
an
upstanding member of the school
community.
They
should
be
someone of integrity who is proud
to be a student of Bridge House, as
demonstrated by their uniform,
behaviour, attitude and attendance.
Riley's first responsibility was to ring
out the Class of 2022 after their
Valedictory.

Matrics
school

last

days

at

After the dress up days, fun activities and
the traditions associated with their final
day: breakfast with their parents and
teachers; signing the shirts and the Matric
board, which goes up in the gym; and the
Valedictory Assembly, where Matrics make
speeches and perform for one another,
the Matrics were rung out, cheered on by
students, teachers and their parents. This
year, they even had post ringing out
entertainment by none other than Zakes
Bantwini, South African singer, record
producer and businessman. The final IEB
exams begin soon and we wish the Class
of 2022 all the best as they enter this final
stretch of their school careers.

Valedictory Celebration

Matric dress-up days; an Awards Ceremony; a play date with the Grade 1s; breakfast with their
teachers and tea with their parents; shirt signing; signing the board that goes up in the gym;
Valedictory Assembly and finally, being rung out - all part of the Matric last days traditions. This year
there was even a massive surprise when the world famous DJ, Zakes Bantwini, arrived to play them
out. Watch out for more photos on the School’s Facebook page.

Zakes Bantwini at Bridge House

A great party for the whole College. Thanks to the Matric girls who organised it.

Matric Art Exhibiton

On Monday evening, Gallerist, Ilse Schermers of IS Art, opened the Matric Art Exhibition, a
showcase of wonderful artworks by the Matric Visual Art Students. This event was the
culmination of many hours of hard work and creativity in the artistic hub, that is our fantastic
Art Department. Well done to the students and their teachers.

Boarders' Dinner - a night to remember

The Boarders' Dinner this year was an elegant 007 affair complete with fabulous decor and
suitably attired waitrons and guests. Well done to Mrs Jones and the Grade 11 boarder team
who decorated the theatre and organised the dinner, and thank you to the day students who
stood in as waitrons on the night. The speeches and performances by the boarders were
excellent and it was a night to remember.

Blood Donations

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make the Blood Donation Clinic possible and
especially those who came to donate blood or tried but were sent away for low iron levels
(hopefully next time!). We had a great turnout of students and staff. We even had a few
parents and members of the public who came in. The SANBS target was 20 donations but we
exceeded this with a total of 36 donations, 22 of which were from previous donors and 14
from new donors. Hopefully we can reach 40 next time!
Ms Nicola Wheeler

Junior Primary - Discovery Teamwork

Teamwork - Grade 1s are discussing ideas in groups to develop exciting storylines for our
creative writing task about Lions.

Grade 2 - building a puzzle together takes a lot of teamwork! Rosette would be proud.

Strengthening Materials

In Science, the Grade 4s explored the different ways of strengthening materials. Just by
rolling a paper into a tube, we were able to make it stronger. We had a great time exploring
just how effective our cylindrical pillars were. Who knew that just by changing the shape we
could make such a difference!

What’s cooking in Grade 7?

As part of their Wider World Experience this week, the Grade 7s constructed solar ovens. This
was the final stage of their Natural Science project exploring light, energy transfer and the
Engineering Design Process. The task was to create an oven to either make a cup of tea, cook
an egg or pop popcorn. Whilst only 3 eggs were cooked and not a single grain of popcorn
popped, Mrs Parker was at least able to taste test a few cups of tea.

The Wider World

The Grade 7s went on an investigative journey into the wider world. On Tuesday they visited the
District Six Museum, the Company Gardens (and viewed the new Desmond Tutu Memorial Arch); and
the Cape Town Heart Museum.

CPL Cricket

Prep Sport

Congratulations to James Boulton on his performances in the Cape Premier League (CPL)
cricket tournament this past week. James was a member of the triumphant Outlaws team,
achieving six stumpings in the three games and a top individual score of 34 off 30 balls. Well
done, James!

We wish both James and Aiden Jansen van Rensburg well as they prepare for the Boland
Premier League (BPL) this weekend.

Swimming

Congratulations to the following swimmers who competed in the
Freda Barnard Inter-provincial Club Gala in George over the
weekend. The gala was an awesome experience for them all,
achieving numerous personal bests.
The results follow:

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Mila Nienaber:
100m Backstroke - PB
50m Breastroke - PB
50m Backstroke - PB
50m Freestyle - PB
Olivia Fenner:
100m Backstroke - 1.36.82 - 20th
50m Breastroke - 51.85 - 23rd
200m Freestyle - 3.14.48 PB - 24th
100m Freestyle - 1.27.24 - 33rd
50m Butterfly - 46.11 PB - 27th
50m Backstroke - 42.32 - 17th
Milan Kruger:
U10 50m Breastroke - 54.44 PB -17th
U12 200m Freestyle - 3.55.35 PB - 25th
U10 100m Freestyle - 1.36.39 PB - 20th
U10 50m Backstroke - 48.92 PB - 22nd
U10 100m Breastroke - 1.56.77 PB - 14th
U12 200m Individual Medley - 4.09.23 PB - 24th
U10 50m Freestyle - 40.75 PB - 21st
Reuben Grobler:
100m Backstroke - 1.33.94 PB - 12th
50m Breastroke - 49.26 PB - 17th
50m Butterfly - 38.93 PB - 15th
50m Backstroke - 40.27 PB - 9th
200m Individual Medley - 3.28.71 PB - 17th
50m Freestyle - 36.32 PB - 19th
Noah Taylor:
50m Freestyle - 34.00 PB - 14th
100m Freestyle - 1.17.02 PB - 11th (level 2)
200m Freestyle - 2.43.68 PB - 10th (level 2)
50m Breaststroke - 46.31 PB - 11th
100m Breaststroke - 1.43.10 PB - 9th
200m Individual Medley - 3.18.80 PB - 14th

A special mention to Noah Taylor who
was also awarded Winelands District
Age Group Half colours. This is awarded
to swimmers who qualify for the WC A
Provincial
Championships
at
a
recognised District competition, SSA
recognised competition or who achieve
the
qualifying
standard
at
SSA
recognised schools competitions. Well
done
Noah,
on
this
massive
achievement.
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National Dancing Competition

The National Dance Competition was held at the Sea Point
Civic Center and dancers from across South Africa flew to
compete. The following dancers from Bridge House
competed in the Nationals and Regionals: Isabella Belloni,
Clara Belloni, Emma Belloni, Michaela Gage, Sophia Malan
and Joy Lees.
The girls achieved the following:
Isabella Belloni: Silver medal - solo (age 11-12 years), Silver
medal - studio solo (11-12 years), Gold medal - group and
modern dance (12 years and up), Gold medal - group
dance and all categories (13 years and over), Bronze
medal - group and modern dance (13 years and over) in
the Nationals.
Clara Belloni - Bronze medal in Regionals
Emma Belloni - Bronze medal in Regionals
Michaela Gage - Bronze medal in Regionals
Sophia Malan - Bronze medal in Regionals
Joy Lees - Bronze medal in Regionals

Equestrian

In addition to participating in the SANESA National competition mentioned last week, Myrthe
Mellema competed in a SANESA eventing show in Johannesburg last weekend - ending first
in her class! Well done, Myrthe!

Upcoming Prep Fixtures

Cricket
Wed, 19 October U11A/B vs Drakenstein Bridge House
Sat, 22 October BH Mini Cricket Festival Bridge House
Athletics
Fri, 14 Oct
Thurs, 20 Oct
Fri, 21 Oct

U7 - Open Triangular Athletics Clinic
Triangular Athletics (Field Events)Somerset College
Triangular Athletics (Field Events)Somerset College
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College Sport

ATHLETICS
Skye Fox (Grade 8) competed in the Paarl Athletics Spring Series on Saturday 8 October.
She placed 2nd in the final of the G14 150m with a time of 20.41. Well done, Skye!
CRICKET
Cricket Tour Report:
On Thursday, 6 October, Mr Tristan Jones (manager and driver), Mr Mihlali May (coach)
and twelve energetic U15 cricket boys left for the picturesque town of Knysna for the
Cretchley Cricket Festival. This is an annual tournament run by Keith Cretchley and his
daughter, Robin.
Over the course of the weekend, they played three matches. One 30-over match (due to
wet fields), one 35-over game and a T20 on the final day. The boys displayed tremendous
growth both in their ability to play the game and as individuals. They adapted well to the two
longer matches for a team that has only played T20 matches in their time in the College.
Their bowling accuracy and pacing themselves while batting improved over the course of
the weekend. It was a unanimous decision by the team to select their captain, Benjamin
Dippnall, as their man of the tour. He led the team in the field and with the bat. He posted
best figures of 70 (not out and off 51 balls) and best bowling figures of 5 for 20.
As individuals, this tour was also a time for the boys to reflect on and appreciate the
wonderful facilities that they have become accustomed to at Bridge House. Rheenendal is
home to a team from the community of Rheenendal with boys that just love the game of
cricket. Thank you to the parents, Mr Le Roux and the twelve Grade 8s and 9s for making this
such a memorable tour.
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COLLEGE UPCOMING FIXTURES
Saturday 15 October
Water polo boys tournament (Rondebosch)
Cricket U19 vs Peponi touring side (Bridge House)
Monday 17 October
Tennis boys U15 vs Paarl Gimnasium (Boland Landbou)
Tennis girls U19 vs Labori (Stellenbosch High School)
Tuesday 18 October
Cricket U15 vs Franschhoek High School (Bridge House)
Thursday 20 October
Cricket U19 vs Strand HS (Bridge House)
Swimming Boland Relay Gala (Rhenish)
Friday 21 October
Water polo fixtures to be confirmed.

U15 Touring Cricket Team
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A first-ever collaborative production by all the schools in the Franschhoek Valley.
Only 55 tickets available for 20 October.
Come and support this production which has been written, in English, Afrikaans and isiXhosa,
by Bridge House Teacher, Bruce Blaine.

Countdown to the Bridge House Golf Day - only a few 4 Balls left
email pa@bridgehouse.org.za to book

Entries are open for the Bridge House Mile.
Enter now!

