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Learning Through Play

What an adventure the Grade 3s had this week when they visited Wonderdal Edutainment Centre.
There was lots of climbing, creating, discovering and learning that made the day very special.

"Wonderdal offers an immersive and interactive edutainment experience, blending creative
design, award-winning educational resources and world-class technology, to combine
learning with play. The experience is an intelligently designed, curriculum-aligned learning
experience, including subjects like natural sciences, technology, and life skills. Wonderdal has
seven interactive learning zones that have been designed in collaboration with educational
consultants, edutech developers and learning space designers to create unique learning zones
that are interactive, foster children’s creativity & curiosity and promote knowledge and skills
across a variety of educational themes."
- https://www.wonderdal.co.za/edutainment/#edutainment
2 September 2022

Grade 3s at Wonderdal
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Learning through play - symmetry

The Grade 0s have had a busy week exploring symmetry in the environment. There was also
great excitement playing "Minute to Win It" games.

Future Fit is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

RSIC 2022

Excitement is building for twelve students and three staff members who are
heading to Oxford in September for the Round Square International Conference
2022.
The Round Square International Conference is an annual event run by, and for,
students aged 16-18. It moves around the world with students from different
schools hosting each time. The most recent in-person conference was hosted
in September 2019 in Indore in India, and for the past two years the conference
has been a virtual one.

In September 2022, delegates will once again be face-to-face for the 53rd Round Square
International Conference, which will be hosted in the UK, bringing together more than 800 delegates
from 50 countries around the world. The RSIC2022 will start with three days at Oxford University,
before splitting out for the remainder of the week.
During their time in Oxford, students will be hearing from keynote speakers on topics relating to the
conference theme, which will lead into workshop discussions in groups of mixed nationality, to build
international understanding and a spirit of cooperation. In their down-time delegates will be dining at
the Oxford Colleges, putting on a variety performance talent show at the theatre, and enjoying some
fun creative and theatrical activities in locations around the City of Oxford, including a literary
adventure-race and ceilidh dancing.
On day four of the Conference, our delegates will travel to Wales to the Pembrokeshire coast, one of
the UK’s most spectacular stretches of unspoilt wilderness. The trip is designed to help the delegates
develop a wide range of life skills and a deeper understanding of how they can help us work towards
achieving the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals to achieve a better and more
sustainable future for all.
RSIC is an an opportunity to share experiences with peers from around the world and to make a
positive impact while doing so. With the theme of the Conference being "Take Less Be More", the aim
will be to draw up a collective pledge around the premise, “that we will carefully consider what we
take from our environment and from the people around us, and always put back more than we take”.
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Creative Writing

By Fergus Koning Smith (Grade 9)

Deep breath, foot on the pedal, go! As I’m speeding through the fir trees I start to doubt
myself. What if the gap is too big? Am I going too fast? Too late to go back now. The buzz of
tires on dirt is getting louder and louder until it’s all I can hear. The jump is getting closer and
closer as my speed increases. My tires scream as I lift off into the air. Something’s not right.
Why am I leaning so far forward? Well, cheers my beloved collarbones, I’ll see you in a couple
of months. As I tumble back to Earth, I begin to think about what my life was like while my
collarbones were still intact.
I thought of all the places I’d been to with my family and why they were important to me.
Australia was always amazing; I had amazing memories from there with my grandparents
and the dogs. Then Holland flashed through my mind; Auntie Tina and Uncle Mario had
always prepared us an enormous feast, and afterwards, they would always let us pick out
something from the toy shop. Then I remembered the time we went to Austria when
Grandma broke her arm during the first two minutes of her snowboarding lesson, and how
annoyed my mother was with her. (Gotta love my good old mum). I remembered the time
we drove the West Coast of America and how we had to watch ‘Sesame Street’ to keep my
little brother entertained for hours on end. I thought of all the times I’d been to France and the
one time I got to watch Le Mans at the raceway with my Dad and his buddies, something I’d
been waiting for my whole life.
As I re-entered the Atmosphere, plummeting to my doom, I realised how lucky I had been to
have such an amazing life, travelling to so many places and having so many great
experiences along the way. Why did it have to finish so soon? The ground rushes up, I land
back on the Earth. My chest hurts and I’m absolutely covered in dirt, but I managed to roll out
of it and, my collarbones are still intact! A couple of seconds later my friends are helping me
up and everything’s ok.
Looking back on my life I’ve realised that no matter how hard or difficult something is, you
have to push through it, not just for yourself, but for others as well.
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Bee Snacks

The Grade 1s made Bee Snacks to remind them of how important our bees are and how we
need to look after them.

Hilarious hair and silly socks
Never stop having fun, Grade 1!

Belonging is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Rosette's Explorers
This month, Rosette's Explorers (the Junior Primary classes) have chosen to explore
Sustainability, one of the 12 Round Square Discoveries. Activities and discussions in all three
grades will focus on the things we do, or changes we make, to protect the environment
(animals, plants, natural resources and ourselves) so that the earth will be a healthy, happy
planet for all people, animals and plants now, and in the future. The Grade 2s discovered the
big impact humans have on the planet through their daily lives, things they use and throw
away. We also asked the question “can an eight year old make a difference?” So the Grade
2s decided to start making a difference in their own environment by putting up posters and
cleaning their school grounds.
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Women in Engineering

On Saturday morning, Grades 10-12 female students who take Mathematics and Physical
Sciences as subjects, were invited to attend the annual Women in Engineering Event held at
the Engineering faculty at Stellenbosch University. The school students, parents and teachers
had the privilege of listening to motivational speeches by students, lecturers and leading
female figures in the engineering industry. They broke stereotypes, opened minds, and
inspired the future generation of female engineers. It was an inspirational and informative
time for our students who were encouraged to take pictures using the hashtags #WomenSU
#WomenInEngineering
Ms Nicola Wheeler

Academics is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Paarl Valley Eisteddfod
Bradley Griffin (Grade 10) participated in the Brass category at the Paarl
Valley Eisteddfod. He achieved the following results for his two trumpet
solos:
March by Purcell – Silver Plus
James Bond Theme by Norman – Gold
Congratulations on your excellent results, Bradley!

Gizelle Dos Santos (Grade 7) and Maura Mellema (Grade 6) entered piano solos in the Junior Piano
section. They achieved the following results:
Maura Mellema: Gold (Own Choice) and Gold Plus (Modern)
Gizelle Dos Santos: Gold Plus (Own Choice) and Gold Plus (Modern)
Well done on your excellent results, Maura and Gizelle!
Amber van Wyk achieved a Silver Plus for violin. Well done!
Gabriella Lans (Grade 7) attends violin lessons at the Frank Pietersen Music Centre. She recently
entered for two violin solos in the Junior Strings section at the Paarl Valley Eisteddfod. She achieved a
Gold Plus and Cum Laude for her two solo performances. Congratulations on your amazing results,
Gabriella!

Left: Gizelle Dos Santos
Above: Gabriella Lans
Above right: Maura Mellema
Right: Amber van Wyk
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Review from the Prep Deputy's Desk
With a mere two weeks until the end of term, the school campus remains abuzz with our Matric students writing
their prelim exams, LO days in the College, and final preparations underway for the Senior Primary Arts
Showcase.
This week brings an end to the Prep's Winter sports season, with the final fixtures being the much anticipated
Bridge House soccer and netball festivals. This time of the year allows for a chance to look back at the season
that has been, to evaluate what we have achieved as a school, and consider aspects that we can improve on
going forward. In all our planning, the Sports Department looks at four key areas; the introduction of our sports
programme, the coaching and development of players, frequency of our fixturing, and finally the extension
opportunities for our more talented players who are looking to reach even higher levels of play.
Much effort and planning has gone into creating a fun, skills-based introduction to sport in the Junior Primary.
The Grade 1s have enjoyed a holistic skills approach, focussing on gross motor skills appropriate to the age of
the child. Code specific skills are taught in Grade 2, with a gradual move to competitive play. Our Grade 3s
have enjoyed a number of fixtures as we introduced inter-school competition at this age. Our football players,
in particular, must be commended on an outstanding season under the leadership of Coach Cuthbert.
Hockey, netball and soccer fixtures have been plentiful this season. With many of the regional bodies not
sending out the regular season fixtures ahead of time, I am grateful to the staff in the Sports department for
their persistence in contacting schools on a daily basis to ensure our children enjoy a full season of competitive
play. The recent Derby Day against Reddam Constantia was one of the highlights of the season. We look
forward to the cricket derby against them next term and we will ensure that this special day becomes a regular
in our calendar. These whole school events are going to be an area that we look to grow in the coming years,
strengthening the connections with like-minded schools and offering community building opportunities
wherever possible.
In saying this, a review of what we have done cannot be solely a patting on the back exercise. There are areas
that do need to be looked at critically to ensure that they are improved upon going forward. Have all our teams
hit the goal of a minimum of six fixtures in the term, have our coaches managed to bring out the best in our
players whilst still cultivating a love for the sport? It would be foolish to say that we have “hit a home run” in all
areas, and therefore the review is crucial, as is parental feedback, to our growth as a department and a school.
Like so many organisations, a school has an input and an output - a product in the child that is shaped over a
span of sixteen years. But this moulding of young minds is not a simple process, taking many twists and turns
as each is their very own individual and develops at their own pace. One thing is assured, that every teacher,
administrator or coach is in this game to see the success of every child and we will work tirelessly to create a
holistic school environment where every child flourishes.
As we bring a close to this chapter of the sports calendar and near the end of term, we wish you a restful break
and look forward to the start of the final term of the year and the return to our Summer sports offering.
Allan Wells
Prep Deputy: Sport and Wider Curriculum
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Prep Sport

Bridge House vs Reddam
House Constantia

On Saturday, Bridge House had their first
Derby
Day
against
Reddam
House
Constantia. The day was filled with a
wonderful balance of competitiveness and
camaraderie. Well done to all involved. Next
year we will be heading to Constantia, as
they will be hosting the Derby Day for 2023.
Hockey
U9 Girls Won 4-0; U9 Boys Lost 1-6;
U10 Girls Won 5-1; U10 Boys Won 4-2;
U11 Girls Won 1-0; U11 Boys Lost 0-3;
U13 Girls Lost 0-5; U13 Boys Lost 2-4.
Netball
U9 Girls Lost 4-5; U10 Girls Won 3-28;
U11 Girls Lost 7-18; U12 Girls Lost 9-13;
U13 Girls Lost 12-16.
Soccer
U9 Won 4-1
U11 Won 6-1
U13 Lost 0-3
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Hockey - U9 and U10 Paarl Girls Hockey Festival

Well done to our u9 and u10A hockey girls who took part in the Paarl Girls Mini Hockey Festival on
Monday. It was a great way to end off the season and lovely to see how these girls have improved
their skills during the season.

Hockey vs Ashton College (KZN)

Our U13 boys and girls teams had the wonderful opportunity of hosting Ashton College for their first
trip to the Cape. The girls found the going tough against strong opposition, going down by two goals
in the end. The boys had a very competitive game, initially being down a goal, then going two-one
up. Ashton came back strongly to score the equalizer in a thrilling draw.

Netball vs Franschhoek

Well done to all the netball teams that
competed against Franschhoek Primary.
The determination and passion of the
players were evident on the court. Thank
you to everyone who came to support
them; the singing and cheering was
wonderful to hear.
Results:
U9A Drew 2-2;
U10A Won 16-0;
U11A Won 8-2;
U12A Lost 6-8;
U13A Won 15-8
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Soccer

vs Bruckner de Villiers
U9 won 1-0
U11 drew 1-1
U13 lost 1 - 5

Golf

SA Kids Golf hosted the inaugural SA Kids Junior African
Challenge at San Lameer Country Club from the 22nd Aug
– 25th August 2022. This is an international competition and
is SA Kids Golf’s most prestigious and biggest event of the
year.
This event attracts the top children golfers from 52
countries. This is a qualifier for Asian Junior Masters,
Thailand, Phuket; IMG Junior World Championships, FCG
Callaway World Championships, Australian Junior Age
Division
Golf
Championships
and
Champions
of
Champions, Ireland. EJ Stafford, one of our Gr 3 students,
was the overall winner for boys U9. Well done, EJ! Bridge
House is very proud of you.
Congratulations also go to Liam Lazaris on his win in the
Pearl Valley Championship this past weekend - a wonderful
accomplishment.

Equestrian

Good luck to the following equestrian athletes who are representing Bridge House at the Paarl
Interschools dressage this Saturday: Holly Reid, Hiro Holden-Manz, Ella Cook, Khloe Rawson, Kate
Rawson and Sophia Malan

Upcoming Events

Soccer
2 Sept
3 Sept

U8 & U9 Soccer Festival
U11 & U13 Soccer Festival

Netball
2 Sept

Netball Festival (U8-U13)

Bridge House
Bridge House
Bridge House

Please note as per letter sent to parents that there will be no Senior Primary sport practices from 5-8
September, as this is their production week. Pupils will be dismissed at 14h20. The Junior Primary will
have a JP Winter Sports Week. All JP pupils will be dismissed at 14h15.
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

College Sport
HOCKEY - CAPE TOWN PREMIER LEAGUE

Congratulations to the following girls who have been selected for the Cape Town Premier
League:
Jemma Boulton Girls U14 All Stars team
Kathryn la Grange Girls U14 Raiders team

GOLF

Congratulations to Alessia Goussard who has been selected to represent Boland at the
South African Women’s Inter-Provincial Championships which take place at Silver Lakes Golf
Estate in Pretoria from 3 - 7 October 2022.

EQUESTRIAN

Good luck to the following equestrian athletes who are representing Bridge House at the
Paarl Interschools dressage this Saturday:
Amelia Ansley
Sarah Pethick
Jessica Pethick
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SOCCER

VS PAUL ROOS GYMNASIUM (HOME)
WEDNESDAY 31 AUGUST 2022
U15A lost 0-1
U19A lost 0-4

2023 Fees

A letter, the new fee schedule for 2023 and information about the pre-paid fee offer for 2023 have
been emailed to you. These documents are also on the D6 Communicator. Should you wish to take
advantage of the pre-paid fee offer for 2023, please complete the form on the link below:

https://tinyurl.com/Pre-Paid-Fees-2023

College Photographs

Please note: the College large group and sport photographs have been moved from
Wednesday 14 September 2022 (Term 3) to Thursday 6 October 2022 (Term 4).

The Book People Sale

Please note that The Book People Sale which was on the calendar for 6, 7 and 8 September
has been cancelled.

New Voice teacher

A new Voice Teacher, Danielle Fisher, has taken over from Mr Niel
Rademan. Thank you to Niel for the inspiration, expertise and joie
de vivre that he brought to Voice at Bridge House and for the
numerous personal performances that he gave us. It was a
pleasure having him as our Voice Teacher.
Danielle will teach students from Grade 1 to Grade 12 and will be
available to teach individual lessons on campus (Monday to
Friday). She is a fusion of professions rolled into one dynamic
personality. Her love for music and passion for performing is in her
blood. She was born into a musical family (with her Father, Danny
Fisher, a member of the Irish Showband, "The Blarney Brothers")
and thus lives every day with a love for being on the stage,
singing her heart out. She also loves sharing her extensive
knowledge of performance with the youth of today. "There is
nothing more rewarding than helping children reach for the stars
through the power of singing."
Danielle has an extensive background in Stage Performance,
Vocal and Microphone technique, Choreography and Show
producing, with over 20 years of experience in the Entertainment
Industry.
Danielle is looking forward to her new role as Voice Teacher at
Bridge House School. "Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to
the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything." (Plato)

Danielle Fisher
email:
danfis@bridgehouse.org.za
if your child would like to take
Voice as an extramural offering.

Dance

Congratulations to Trinity Ethelston and Daniela Osler (Grade
8) who participated in The South African Dance Foundation
Western Cape Championships held at the Italian Club last
weekend.
Trinity won all 1sts for Ballroom and Latin in the Bronze Final
division and Daniela won all 1sts for Ballroom and Latin in the
Bronze Intermediate division. We wish the girls all the best as
they head off to Sun City for the International competition,
Rumba in the Jungle, in September.

Congratulations!

We have a new member of
the Bridge House family. Mrs
Regina Pieterse gave birth to
a beautiful baby boy, Pieter.
We wish you happiness and
joy with the new addition to
your family.

Baby Shower

In other baby related news, Mrs Anneke Liebenberg
(Grade 5 Teacher), was given a baby shower by the Prep
Staff. She will be on maternity leave next Term and we
wish her all the best for the birth of her baby.

