Weekly Newsletter
Term 3 2022

A Round Square Spirit of Leadership

"A spirit of leadership is found in those whose convictions are rooted in personal responsibility, kindness and
justice. It recognises that successful leaders are driven by a desire to be of service to others and to nurture,
guide, develop and help them to improve and succeed." - Round Square
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected to serve on the 2023 Student
Leadership Council:
Front row left to right - Lunga Siguqa (Head of Bellegam Boarding); Sebastian Phillips and Georgia
Kinsey-Quick (IDEALS Committee); Harry Ansley and Thomas Doherty (Alexandria House Captains);
Roxy Maritz (Helios House Captain)
Centre row left to right: Qhawe Pepu (Head of Waterfall Boarding); Mackensie Taylor, Bella Lundie and
Joey Baylet (IDEALS Committee); Kara Smith (Helios House Captain)
Back row left to right: Kirston Stubbs and Miche Alexander (Olympia House Captains); Nicolas Yolland,
Joshua De Jongh and Sophie Wainwright (IDEALS Committee)

16 September 2022

SLC Announcement

Traditionally,
The
Arches
is
where
the
announcement of the SLC takes place. There was
much excitement when Mr Clark announced the
names of the 2023 SLC on Tuesday this week. It is
a time of jubilation for the students who were
elected but it is a challenging time for those who
weren't. We applaud all those students who were
brave enough to put themselves out there and
stand for election. There will be opportunities for
those who weren't elected to serve their school in
a leadership role next year when there are Student
Leadership Awards to be earned.
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Letter from the Head
Today we wrap up another happy and productive term at Bridge House. Highlights have
been numerous, but I have to make special mention of the wonderful Senior Primary
production of “Just Imagine” that took to our theatre stage recently.
The winter sports programme allowed our children the opportunity to enjoy some exercise,
learn some important soft skills, and embrace the value of competition … all while having fun
with their mates. Well done to everyone involved – and thank you to our parents for your
positive sideline support.
Our Matric students completed their prelim examinations in the latter half of this term and
there are only a precious few weeks remaining before they begin their final IEB exams. We
wish them well in their preparation for these important assessments.
The Round Square organisation has undergone a post-Covid revival this year, and we are
thrilled to have several Bridge House students participating in the International Round Square
Conference during the upcoming holidays. The conference, themed “Take Less, Be More”, is
taking place in Oxford and will include an extended programme on the coast of Wales.
On Tuesday, we announced the Student Leadership Council (SLC) for 2023. This
democratically elected group of student leaders will undoubtedly be inspired by the
impressive standards set by the outgoing 2022 SLC, and we are confident that they will live
up to the high expectations placed upon them.
As much as this has been a good term, it will also be
remembered as the time when we mourned the loss of one
of our Bridge House Founders, Richard Friedman. However,
coupled with that sadness, has to be the celebration of a
life well lived. Richard made a positive impact on so many
lives, not the least of which was his pivotal role in the
establishment of Bridge House school, some 27 years ago.
We find comfort in knowing that Richard’s legacy will
endure.
In conclusion, I would like to wish you all a restful holiday. Should you be fortunate enough to
be travelling, may your travels be safe. I look forward to welcoming your children back to
school on Monday 3 October for the final term of the school year.
Take care,
David Clark
Head, Bridge House School

College Staff News
Farewell to Mrs Tanya van Zyl
It is with a heavy heart that we bid farewell to Mrs Tanya van
Zyl. After having taught Life Sciences and General Science in
the College since 2019, Tanya has made the decision to
downscale her teaching responsibilities to a part time position
at a school closer to home, so that she can spend more time
with her young family. We thank Tanya for her valued
contribution to Bridge House and wish her everything of the
best for the exciting new chapter that awaits her.

Maternity Leave

Mrs Marilie Jansen and Mrs Naomi SmitBotha commence their maternity leave
at the end of this term. We wish them
both well and look forward to meeting
their special young bundles. Both Marilie
and Naomi will be first-time moms and
both are expecting girls.

Locum Teachers

A warm welcome is extended to Dr Daniel Stander who has joined Bridge House on a
temporary basis to provide cover in our Afrikaans department. In addition, Mrs Tenille van
den Berg will be joining us next term to provide cover in the Visual Arts department and we
look forward to introducing her to the Bridge House family when she arrives in October.

Student Teachers

PGCE student teachers from the University of Stellenbosch
and Stadio School of Education joined us for their practice
teaching this term. They did an excellent job while they
were with us in the College and we wish them all the best
for the last few weeks of their academic year, for their final
examinations in November and their teaching careers that
lie ahead.
From left to right:
BACK ROW Amy Wilson, Jesse Dowinton (History, English &
LO)), Mrs Colleen de Villiers (liason teacher), Hannah
James (English & LO), Nakita Keal (Mathematical Literacy
& Accounting)
FRONT ROW Galen Davids (Music), Sarah Bisset (EMS &
Business Studies), Ancke Rorich (Music & English)

College Music Concert

How wonderful it was to see our music students back on stage once again in front of an
appreciative audience! The students and their teachers put in a lot of hard work during the
year and Wednesday evening was a showcase for this. Well done to all the performers and
their teachers.
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Cultural Awards Ceremony

Some excellent Drama performances and stunning Visual Arts displays were added to the
mix of Music performances in the Cultural Awards Assembly which took place on Thursday.
Congratulations to the performers and all the award winners.
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It's a brave new digital world!
Robotics is an interdisciplinary branch of
computer science and engineering which involves
design, construction, operation and the use of
robots. Last week, the Grade 8s spent the day
designing and programming "care robots."
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Grade 9 Tech Day

The Grade 9's Tech Day was spent building circuits to
light up the cities which they made out of recyclable
materials. It was a great way to get a basic
understanding of voltage, current and resistance.
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International Dot Day

On 15 September, we joined a global celebration of creativity, courage, and collaboration:
International Dot Day! The Senior Primary did a Technology and Creative Arts integration day
as part of the Internationalism component of Round Square. A challenge was set for
everyone to believe in themselves and find the courage to “make their mark”.
This year’s Dot Day celebration was streamed live from The Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York City where art comes alive in the Museum's galleries, revealing new ideas via
Flipgrid. Our students made unexpected connections across time and across cultures.
Our students baked their dots; made dots in nature and in Minecraft; turned their art into
Augmented Reality; 3D printed their dots and made animated dots!
Mrs Chanille Viviers
Head of Technology in Preparatory School
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Application of a Science degree on problem solving
in the real world
Professor Jeremy Simpson is a passionate communicator of Science and an advocate for
the breadth of careers that are available to Science graduates. He is a firm believer that
Science degrees offer many possibilities beyond scientific research, providing critical skills in
problem solving, time management and communication. On Thursday, Grades 9 to 12
Science students were addressed by Prof Simpson where he talked about the work he is
doing at the University College of Dublin.
Read more here: http://www.learnersjourney.co.za/

Academics is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Round Square
International Conference 2022

Excitement is building for our delegates leaving this Sunday for
the Round Square Conference taking place at Oxford University in
England, next week. 1550 attendees from Round Square Schools
all over the world will come together on the theme of “Take Less:
Be More”.
Our delegates will spend
the first three days of the
RSIC2022 in the beautiful
surroundings of Balliol at
Oxford University. Balliol is
right in the centre of
Oxford, on Broad Street,
less than five minutes’ walk
from the theatre that is
being
used
for
the
Conference and no more
than ten minutes’ walk
from all the activities in
Oxford. Founded in 1263,
Balliol is one of Oxford’s
oldest colleges; the oldest
academic institution in the
English-speaking world still
on its original site; and
almost certainly the oldest
co-founded by a woman
anywhere. What a privilege
it will be to network with
international students from
likeminded
schools
in
these
amazing
surroundings.
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Be the I in Kind

After learning about how important it is to be kind to everyone, Grade 1s created large
posters in groups
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Sustainability is one of our 7 Bridges

In our effort to look after our environment and become more aware of the items we use and
throw away each day. In the JP we had a sustainable art challenge. Part of our challenge
was to build a creation using recycled items and to work collaboratively. Our teams
produced some wonderful, imaginative and creative constructions.
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Grade 3

Our Grade 3s encountered some wild and wonderful birds at Eagle Encounters this week.
From owls to hawks, the children got to touch them, interact with them and even had some
land on their heads! It was a great outing for us all!
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Grade 6 Exploration

On Monday, the Grade 6s enjoyed a lovely day out exploring local businesses as part of our
Trade and Development studies in Humanities. At Spice Route we had a tutored chocolate
tasting and learnt about the process of "bean to bar". We also explored how artisans on the
estate have added value to the farm's core business. At the Alpaca Loom, our timing was
just right to observe shearing. We learnt more about Alpacas and the value that is added by
weaving the fiber into luxury products.
We were fortunate to have beautiful weather for our outing, which meant we could truly
learn in outdoor classrooms!
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First Aid - Learning for Life

On Saturday 10 September, a group of Grade 7s completed a basic First Aid course presented at
Bridge House by Vanessa from Integrated Clinical Solutions.
A number of the participants participated in order to complete the course as their required new skill
for the Grade 7 Learning for Life challenge, while others chose to do it purely as personal
development. They are all now certified in CPR! Well done, and thanks to Jo van Heerden and his
mum for organising it.
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WoW Day - Window on Work

Every year, the Junior Primary teachers invite parents to join their children in the classroom so
that they can share in the WOW of their work. The children are so proud about what they
have done and love opening the window on their work for the visitors.

Congratulations, JD!
Not only has JD Fourie in Grade 6 had 29
of his Afrikaans poems published in INK
Skryf in Afrikaans (www.ink.org.za), but he
also has a Maths achievement under his
belt. He has qualified to represent South
Africa at the 20th PAMA Global Abacus
and Mental Arithmetic Championship on
28 December 2022 in South Korea,
competing against 24 countries from
around the world.
To qualify, students aged between 6 and
17 years old put their skills to the test on
the Soroban (Abacus) as well as Anzan
(Mental Abacus) in a competition which
consisted of 6 exam papers: 3
Soroban/Abacus papers with a time limit
of 3 minutes for each paper and 3 Anzan
(Mental
Abacus)
papers
to
be
completed in 1 minute each. There were
257 students from across South Africa
who competed for the coveted title of
“Champion of Champions”.
Admission to this exclusive event was
subject to certain criteria: the student's
age; participation and achievement
during the nationwide A+ Regional
Competitions, as well as completion of
the quarterly PAMA International Grading
Exams. JD achieved a Champion award
in his age and level at this year's
Nationals.
For his Afrikaans poems, there will be an
award ceremony in Johannesburg in
November to announce the overall
winners in the junior, senior and adult
categories, with wonderful opportunities
to write and learn more about publishing
in future.
Congratulations, JD!
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Alumni News

Andrew Cookson matriculated in 2013. In the nine years since leaving Bridge House he has
studied at the following institutions:
Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing
Fudan University, Shanghai
The University of Edinburgh
The University of Queensland
BPP University College of Law
City Law School, University of London
University College London
and he is currently completing a Certificate in International Commercial Arbitration at Queen
Mary University of London.
By the end of this year, he will have four degrees and four certificates and a Call to the Bar
by The Honourable Society of the Middle Temple (a long description for being called to the
Bar as a Barrister [Advocate] by Middle Temple, one of the four Inns of Court in England.)
Andrew’s in-person graduation at University College London finally took place this week. He
completed the Master of Laws with Distinction last year but he had to wait until now for the
graduation.
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Prep Sport
Equestrian

During
the
upcoming
holidays, Rylee Gradwell
and Mythe Mellema will be
traveling to Johannesburg
to represent Western Cape
in
the
SANESA
interprovincial
equestrian
competition. We wish them
and their horses the best of
luck for their travels and for
the competition.

Gymnastics

Well done to Anna
Tarasova and Emily Lans
who took part in the
Winelands
Gymnastics
competition. These were
their final assessments
for their levels and both
of them got 80% and
above. Well done!

SADTA Cape Classic
Championships

Congratulations to Ashley
Middelton who participated in
the SADTA - danced Cape
Classique
Championships.
She achieved 2nd place in the
Rising Stars slow dance and
came 1st in the Rising Stars
freestyle. Well done, Ashley!

Upcoming Events

Mon, 3 October
Cricket Practices
Wed, 5 October
Cricket Practices
Mon-Thur 3-6 October
Triangular Athletics Trials
Please refer to the letter sent out on the d6 for the information on the trials.
8 October
Saturday Triangular Squad Athletics Clinic
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

College Sport
EQUESTRIAN

During the holidays, Sarah Pethick will travel to Johannesburg to represent the Western Cape
in the SANESA inter-provincial equestrian competition. We wish her and her horse the best of
luck for their travels and the competition.

CAPE TOWN PREMIER HOCKEY LEAGUE

We wish the following Bridge House hockey players all the best for the Cape Town Premier
Hockey League that will take place during the holidays
BOYS
GIRLS
Christopher Greenway
Kathryn La Grange
Cameron Wells
Jemma Boulton
James Shone
Joey Baylet
Jack Wells

INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY TOUR TO EGYPT

Jessica Pethick and Mackensie Taylor have been selected for an international hockey tour to
Egypt during the holidays. We hope they have a wonderful time and look forward to hearing
about this amazing experience on their return. Good luck!

DANCE - BALLROOM AND LATIN

We wish Daniela Osler and Trinity Ethelston who will be participating at a competition at Sun
City (Rumba in the Jungle) during the holidays, all the best.

TERM 4 COLLEGE SPORT PRACTICES COMMENCE TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER
TERM 4 COLLEGE SPORT PROGRAMME TO BE FOUND IN RESOURCES ON D6
TERM 4 COLLEGE SPORT FIXTURES WILL BE UP IN RESOURCES ON D6 ON 1 OCTOBER
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College Sport
Cycling

Lucca Pampe took part in the Tour
De Worcester cycling race last
weekend and finished 16 th overall.
He rode 107 km. Well done, Lucca!

Poncho Towels

Did you know that the uniform shop has lovely poncho towels? You can pre-order these for the
water polo and swimming season at the uniform shop. The cut off date for ordering these towels is
next Friday 23 September. This item is not available on the Karri App.
Small- R525
Med - R575
Large - R625
Small covers 9-11 years
Medium covers 12-14
Large covers the rest.
Parents can pay via EFT:
ABSA Bank
The Uniform Shop
Absa Bank, Branch 632005
Cheque account: 404 902 6843
Ref Poncho - Initial & Surname
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Parents' Association Barn Dance

Saturday night saw some very enthusiastic parents, friends and family come along and try
their hand at some line dancing at the second Bridge House Barn Dance. As always, Mr Clark
was there to offer his valued support to the PA and the Bridge House staff who were busy
behind the scenes. A special thank you has to go to Sam Bouwer who led the team; Janene
Roux who made the event possible by filing pages of paperwork and Dimitri and his team,
who were the first on site on Saturday morning and the last to leave.

And last, but definitely not least, thank you to all our sponsors who helped make the event a
success.

Tracy de Marillac
PA Chair

2023 Fees

A letter, the new fee schedule for 2023 and information about the pre-paid fee offer for 2023 have
been emailed to you. These documents are also on the D6 Communicator. Should you wish to take
advantage of the pre-paid fee offer for 2023, please complete the form on the link below:

https://tinyurl.com/Pre-Paid-Fees-2023

Notice Fee

This is a reminder that if you withdraw your child from Bridge House at the end of 2022, you
need to give a Term's notice by 3 October, to avoid paying a Term's notice fee.

College Photographs

Please note: the College large group and sport photographs have been moved from
Wednesday 14 September 2022 (Term 3) to Thursday 6 October 2022 (Term 4).

College - Matric Awards Ceremony

Please diarise the Matric Awards Ceremony which takes place early next term on Tuesday 11
October at 19h00. This event is compulsory for all students to attend. Further details will follow
next term. On Wednesday 12 October, after the Matric Ringing Out Ceremony, all College
students will go home at 13h30.

Happy Holidays

From all of us at Bridge House to all of you, we wish you the
happiest of holidays! Rest and revive and travel safely if you are
going away.

Uniform Shop
Please note that the Uniform Shop will be open from 10h00 to 12h00 next week from Monday
to Thursday for appointments only – Parents can email Stuart Downie dcdownie@zsd.co.za if
they would like a time slot.

Next Term's Trading Hours are
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