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This week, the Cape Winelands Biosphere
Science Bus came to visit the Grade 2s.
students dissected fish and looked at their
adaptations for underwater life. It was very
smelly! And in another Wider Classroom
experience, the Grade 2s visited the
Aquarium to focus on fish and other sea
creatures.
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As part of their ocean investigation, the Grade 2s took their learning outside the classroom on a visit to the Two Oceans
Aquarium. A marine science educator guided them on a fun, hands-on educational exploration of South African rock pools
where they got to study and touch marine creatures that live on our coastlines. They learned about the rocky shore
ecosystem and how we can help to look after and support our ocean and sea life. Seeing the animals that we are studying
in class in real life made learning exciting, engaging and fun!
Wider Curriculum is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Do I know you ?

There is a definite charm about the correlation between our winter months (read: rain, freezing
temperatures, hot choc and curling up on the couch watching TV) and the European summer, when so
many international sporting fixtures (read: Wimbledon, Formula 1, Proteas T20 fixtures and now the
Commonwealth Games with its surfeit of every type of sport imaginable) are being televised. Apart
from my personal enjoyment of all things sport-related (and the hot choc…), it provides a wonderful
source of conversation, repartee and even commiserations in the classroom - with a particular group
of pupils.
Knowing what books the bookworms are reading; what
music/games/apps are on that group’s radar; having the
quiet word with the shy child who prefers not to engage in the
banter; being available to answer - often off the cuff - those
“What do you think about …?” questions [yes, parents, we
teachers get ‘those’ questions too!] are all part of building a
shared context, which is the purpose of our daily pastoral
contact time. Our Club times during the prep school day,
where the child may be learning to play chess, making a
mosaic, building a puzzle, dancing - all with a teacher doing
the same alongside them - provide yet further opportunity for
incidental chit-chat, all the while building connections and
trust, and so laying the foundation … for learning.
While the focus of an academic curriculum is teaching so that the child may learn, this ‘transference’
doesn’t happen simply because specific lessons are timetabled and specific information is taught.
Learning happens effectively ‘where trust abounds’. And trust is built when a person knows they are
seen, and heard, and accepted for who they are.
I have written previously of the concept of interleaving, which is
a process where students switch between topics within a
subject whilst they study, in order to improve their learning in
that area. Interleaved tasks require that the child applies skills
and knowledge in one domain, by drawing on other learning
from another domain.There’s another angle, I believe, to this
concept. A child needs to feel comfortable to dip into their own
context, their persona, their passions, and bring these to bear in
the classroom, too. And this can only happen where trust has
been established, and a safe space has been created, and is
protected, even guarded.
I am constantly in awe of the attention to detail by the teachers in the planning and execution of their
curriculum. Current affairs and much incidental learning are woven into all the projects, and curiosity
and critical thinking is fostered at every opportunity. But above all, the teachers work hard to build
and foster trust. They seek to know and understand each child in their care, and provide a safe space
so that deep learning can take place. The laughter, the repartee, the chit-chat is definitely ‘part of the
package’.
Sandie Parker
Prep Deputy Head: Academics and Culture

Hospitality and Tourism Elective

It is a new semester, and there is a new group of Grade 8s who have joined the Hospitality
and Tourism Elective. This week, they visited the first South African Perfume Museum in
Franschhoek for a workshop. Besides walking away smelling like a rose garden, the students
thoroughly enjoyed the insightful tour and exhibition.

Wider Curriculum is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Our Grade 8s achieved three bronzes and a silver award in the National MathArt competition.
This year, the students were challenged with the theme: Mathematics the language of the
sciences.
"The GMMDC National MathArt Competition challenges entrants to create an original
handmade artwork that connects Mathematics to an annual theme in a visual and
innovative way. This creative problem-solving task aims to develop skills that are considered
essential for job seekers in the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR); thus empowering and
preparing young South Africans for their future. Entrants are given an opportunity to share, in
their own words, more about their mathematical and creative processes by answering three
questions which are an important component of their competition entry. In its fourth year, this
National MathArt Competition forms part of the Govan Mbeki Mathematics Development
Centre’s broader strategy to advance STEAM education in teaching and learning in South
Africa." - www.mathart.co.za

Culture and Creativity is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Prehistoric Cave Art

The Gr 0 classes had such fun with their
Cave Art as well as with their "Animals from
the Savannah" theme, where they created a
kaleidoscope of giraffes to make everyone
smile.

Culture and Creativity is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Wacky Wednesday - Just how wacky can a
Wednesday get!

Grade 1s used the letters from the words 'Wacky Wednesday' to build real or wacky words
during their Pyjama Day fun. They also had to cut and fix a very wacky hundred square.
Watching "Horton Hears a Who" while crunching on popcorn and doing work under their
desks were also highlights of the day.

Learning about Democracy
In History, the Grade 6s learnt about Democracy and the voting process. This week they had
the opportunity to put their learning to practical use, as they ran the Grade 5 "Real Life for
Kids" mayor elections. The Grade 6s were extremely professional in their approach to the
elections and the Grade 5s enjoyed making the most of their right to vote!
The well-deserving mayors of the respective towns are Jonah Kahn and Amber Patel. They
will be supported in their roles as town leaders by a group of capable councillors. The council
members for Kairos are Sophie du Plooy, Aston van der Merwe and Saashi Rowjee. Levi Kahn,
Oliver Kilpin and Lara Griffin will serve as councillors for Cinque D'oro.

Future Fit is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Cabaret des Langues / Kabaret van tale /
Ikhabarethi Yeelwimi / Kabarett von Sprachen

The Additional Languages staff, students and friends are having a Cabaret evening on 17 August.
Tickets are R30 and you can bring your own picnic basket. Please also bring your own glasses,
plates and cutlery. It is going to be an evening filled with fun and talent where we celebrate the
additional languages.

Prep Sport

Hockey
U10 Mini Hockey Festival

Well done to our U10 hockey players who took part in the annual Bridge House Mini Hockey
Festival. They played against Applewood, Curro Durbanville and Parklands. It was great to
witness the skill improvement from the start to the end of the day. We would like to thank our
parents for their support and the players who displayed excellent sportsmanship.

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

U11 and U13 vs Applewood

The U11 and U13A Boys and Girls competed in exciting eight-a-side fixtures against
Applewood on Saturday. They achieved the following results:
U11 Girls won 6-0 U11 Boys won 6-0
U13 Girls won 9-0 U13 Boys won 4-0
Congratulations to all participants! It was a super successful day for the Bridge House
hockey teams involved.

U13B Kenridge Tournament

The U13B girls took part in a hockey tournament at Kenridge on Saturday, 30 July. It was a
huge learning curve for the girls against strong opposition but they came away from the
tournament with new skills and appreciation for the game.
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Netball

All the netball teams competed against Eikestad. It was wonderful watching the players and
seeing how their netball skills have improved since the start of the season. Thank you to
everyone who came and supported us at Eikestad.
U10 A won 10-3
U10 B lost 3-2
U11 A won 3-2
U11 B won 6-3
U11 C lost 10-1
U12 A lost 10-2
U12 B lost 7-0
U13 A lost 19-4
U13 B lost 12-4
U13 C won 6-3

Equestrian

Good luck to the following riders who will be representing Cape Winelands in the SANESA
inter-regional competition at Europa this coming long weekend:
Alessia Dowle
Ella Cook
Hannah Pearce
Hiro Holden-Manz
Kate Rawson
Khloe Rawson
Myrthe Mellema
Rylee Gradwell
Sarah Dipnall
Sophia Malan

Waterpolo

Congratulations to Mr Rheinardt van Schoor who has been appointed
manager of the South African U18 Boys Waterpolo Team. On
Monday, he and the team fly to Serbia (Belgrade) to compete in the
U18 Junior FINA World Champions. Rheinie played Waterpolo for
South Africa in 1992 and 1993 and in his career has managed the
following teams: UCT 2019 and Maties 2020 / 2021 / 2022 at Currie
Cup Level; SA senior men's team at Fina World Champs in Korea; SA
senior men at EU nations in Czech Republic; SA U16 boys at Africa
Championships; SA U20 men at Fina World Champs in Prague and
he has been a selector since 2019. He has also been appointed
National Convenor of the selectors. Well done, Rheinie!
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

New multi-purpose surface

The Grades 0 and 00 were out on the newly surfaced tennis and netball courts this week,
learning new skills and having fun. Thank you to the Parents’ Association for their contribution
to the resurfacing.

Upcoming Prep Sports Events
Soccer

Aug 11
JJ Rhode & Charleston Hill Primary (U9, U11 & U13 teams) at Bridge House

Hockey

12 Aug
Hermanus Primary (U10 to U13) at Bridge House
13 Aug
U13A Girls Tournament at Kenridge

Netball

11 Aug
St Vincent Primary at Bridge House
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College Sport
RESULTS
HOCKEY VS STRAND HIGH SCHOOL (AWAY) SATURDAY 30 JULY
Boys U16A vs Strand U16A won 3-0
Boys U19B vs Strand U19B won 1-0
Boys U19A vs Strand U19A won 3-1
Girls U16A vs Strand U16A lost 0-3
Girls U19A vs Strand U19A drew 0-0
NETBALL VS STRAND HIGH SCHOOL (AWAY) SATURDAY 30 JULY
Girls U15A vs Strand U15B won 10-8
Girls U19A vs Strand U19C won 14-4
HOCKEY VS STELLENBOSCH HIGH
SCHOOL (HOME)
TUESDAY 2 AUGUST
Boys U16A vs Stellenbosch U16A
drew 1-1
Boys U19B vs Stellenbosch U19B won
5-0
Boys U19A vs Stellenbosch U19A won
1-0
HOCKEY VS STELLENBOSCH HIGH
SCHOOL (AWAY)
TUESDAY 2 AUGUST
Girls U16A vs Stellenbosch U16A won
1-0
HOCKEY VS STELLENBOSCH HIGH
SCHOOL (AWAY)
THURSDAY 4 AUGUST
Girls U19A vs Stellenbosch U19A lost
0-4

Matrics' last match for the U19 Boys Team

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

NETBALL V S GROENDAL SECONDARY SCHOOL (HOME) WEDNESDAY 3 AUGUST
U14A lost 7-9
15A won 13-8
U19A won 10-9
SOCCER VS LUCKHOFF (AWAY) WEDNESDAY 3 AUGUST
U15A drew 0-0
U19A lost 2-8
CROSS COUNTRY - BOLAND MEETING AT PAARL GYM WEDNESDAY 3 AUGUST
Congratulations to the following three girls who participated in the last Boland cross country
meeting for the season. Results were as follows:
JUNIOR GIRLS
Charlotte Gardiner 7th 17:04
SENIOR GIRLS
Victoria West-Russell 5th 20:09
Tamarah Mtetwa 6th 21:47
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OAKHILL DERBY

We are looking forward to the Oakhill Derby which takes place in Knysna on
Friday 12 and Saturday 13 August.

ITINERARY
FRIDAY 12 AUGUST
05:40: Teams report to
parking area in front of
Maths & Science block.
06:00 (sharp): Buses
leave Bridge House
14:00: Matches
commence
17:00: Pupils go home
with host families
SATURDAY 13 AUGUST
08:00: Matches
commence
13:00: Buses leave
Knysna
19:00: ETA at BH
Dress: All Bridge House
students wear their PE
kit/tracksuits/rain jackets
on the bus trip.
NO CIVIES

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Condolences

A number of our staff have experienced great sadness this past week. We extend our sincere
condolences to Riaan van der Rheede whose father passed away; Yasminah Allie and
Koelthoem Nackerdien whose stepfather passed away and Annika Viljoen whose
grandmother passed away. You are in our thoughts and prayers at this very sad time.

Midterm Break

Monday 8 August is a Bridge House holiday and Tuesday 9 August is the Women's Day public
holiday. We wish all the wonderful women in our community, Happy Women's Day! Enjoy the
long weekend!

No weekly newsletter next week

Next week is a short week and because of this there will be no newsletter on Friday.

60 Minutes with the Heads - Monday 22 August

In the interests of good and ongoing communication between school and parents, David
Clark and Marc Barrow will host the termly 60 Minutes with the Heads meeting on Monday 22
August, from 08h10 to 09h10 in the Learning Commons. In order to help the Heads prepare
properly for this, please e-mail any questions or concerns (of a general nature) you may
have, to Gill Malcolm gilmal@bridgehouse.org.za by or on Wednesday 17 August. The Heads
will then prepare responses to the matters raised, and the agenda will be emailed to parents
before the meeting. Parents interested in these agenda items will be welcome to come along
and participate in the conversation.

Mike Russell's Book would you like to buy a copy?

If you missed the book signing last Friday but
would still like to buy a book, we have stock at
school. You are welcome to contact Gill
gilmal@bridgehouse.org.za or pop in to
College Reception to buy one. The book costs
R300 and you can pay with cash or via EFT.

Uniform Shop Trading Hours

