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There is more in us than we know...

The Grade 11s spent three days on a leadership camp filled with activities which forced them out of their comfort
zones and made them face some of their fears head on. The camp was intended to foster leadership qualities
in the Grade, in preparation for the upcoming SLC elections and the Matric year ahead. On their return to school,
the rest of the week was spent in further leadership workshops facilitated by the College Senior Management
Team.

How do you feel about heights? For some Grade 11s on the Leadership Camp, climbing and swinging from high
ropes was a breeze but for others it was a huge challenge.
"For Round Square schools, a Spirit of Adventure is characterised by those who push themselves beyond their
perceived limits, cross boundaries and discover that they are capable of more than they thought. Through
defining and promoting a Spirit of Adventure, Round Square schools create a culture and environment in which
students are encouraged to take risks and step outside their comfort zone. We understand that adventure is
defined by each individual according to personal limits. We encourage and celebrate challenge, courage and
tenacity in all contexts.

For some, this means a physical challenge and exploring the great outdoors in ways that promote personal
growth and self-discovery. For others, the challenge might be public speaking, performance, a mental
challenge or taking up a new hobby or skill." - www.roundsquare.org
26 August 2022

Leadership

“For Round Square a Spirit of Leadership recognises that successful leaders are driven by a desire to be of
service to others and to nurture, guide, develop and help them to improve and succeed.”
(To see hundreds more photographs of the Grade 11 camp have a look at the School's Facebook page.)

Wider Curriculum is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Culture and Creativity is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Bridge House Traverse

On Monday, we completed the second of our training
walks in preparation for our three-day hike at the end of
term. The group shows promise and we were able to walk
close to 8km in the limited time available. It is wonderful to
have such good walks so close to school. Our next two
walks will be with packs.
The Bridge House Traverse of the Wemmershoek
Mountains will start at the Du Toitskloof Pass and end at
Mont Rochelle, at the top of the Franschhoek Pass. The
plan is to do this over three days and summit the six
highest peaks on the route. This is an ideal outing to count
towards the President’s Award Adventurous Journey and
apart from that, a fantastic achievement to work towards.
Mr Hilton Pellow-Jarman

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

“Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday
life.” – Pablo Picasso
Last week, the Grade 9 Art Group had the good fortune of visiting the Rupert Museum, which
is home to a superb collection of modern South African art.

Culture and Creativity is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Hlumani Ciko (right) wrote about Nandipha
Mntambo's sculptures
Nandipha Mntambo’s pieces, Agoodjie I & II,
are two almost 3m tall sculptures cast in
bronze. The sculptures celebrate the Agoodjie
warriors of Dahomey (the
Kingdom of
Dahomey was a West African kingdom
located within present-day Benin that existed
from approximately 1600 until 1904). The
origins of the Agoodjie warriors date to the
18th century when the then king Akaba
unexpectedly died, and his twin sister had to
dress like him and act like him. She was
recognised as both king and queen, a position
of which many of her younger brothers and
other males were jealous. This mistrust
resulted in her getting a female bodyguard,
which started the Agoodjie. The story of the
Agoodjie warriors is told through oral history
and without any images and therefore the
artist imagined the warriors through her
sculpture. I noticed that one can see that the
warriors have exceptionally similar facial
features and are self-portraits of the artist.
The word Agoodjie has a dual meaning:
“Backbone” and “one who comes from behind”.
This army of women was the core of
protection for the king. These women were
strong, fearless, and remarkable. The scale of
the sculptures alluded to their greatness and
the important role they played in protecting
the king. Looking closely at the two sculptures
one can see different textures; in some places
the bronze is rough and in other areas it is
shiny. This difference in texture added to the
effect of hard work and strength. In the
context of women's month, the warriors stand
as tall and strong reminders of women’s
strength and power. They are reminders of the
qualities of women in this world.

Nandipha Mntambo
Agoodjie I and II
2021
Bronze

Hlumani Ciko (Grade 9)
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Kiara Patel (right) wrote about Cecil Higgs's
"Seated Girl"
The artwork I chose to write about to represent
women's month is The Seated Girl which was
painted by Cecil Higgs. This artwork caught
my eye as it represented a woman from the
mid-twentieth century sitting on a chair.
Everything about her blended into the
shadows and no colours are really used to
make her stand out from her background. The
woman is not given a name, and her face is
not clear, so we do not know who she is, or
what she may have done. To me, it showed
how many women achieved great things, but
in their eras, this was hidden, and they all
blended in the shadows. Many women also
did not get credit for their achievements. This
is how I interpreted this piece of art, as
someone who is there but is invisible and not
seen as important enough to be known. I think
that reflecting on artworks like this can allow
us to see how much society has grown and
how many powerful women were still able to
make their marks even when it seemed like all
odds were stacked against them. It shows me
how truly powerful people can be.
Kiara Patel (Grade 90
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Cecil Higgs
Seated Girl
Oil on Canvas

English autobiography
By Kai Goliath (Grade 9)

He took a seat next to me and started rambling on about
all the different Pokémon he loved; there he sat… my friend,
my best friend…
***
This story mostly started all the way back at the ripe age of
5. The first time I joined the school was in grade 0. I was 5
at the time with deep attachment issues, holding on tightly
to my mom, not wanting to let her go after our goodbyes
had already been said. I remember needing an extra
teacher just to calm my hysterical crying. Getting used to
the school, I would normally sit and eat my lunch next to a
bush, near the exit-gate. I sat alone mostly, ever so often
being visited by a teacher of some sort asking if I were ok.
The first couple of years from grades 0-2 stayed pretty
much the same. I sat alone and ate my lunch near the
same exit-gate bush. My first friend I met was Martin.
Martin was a new kid who got assigned to hang out with
one of the more familiar kids. I got to know him after we
talked on the monkey bars. He was a year older than me,
had short black hair and round blue glasses. We didn't
have much in common. He enjoyed playing on his Wii and I
liked “Number Jacks”. Nevertheless we hung out pretty
often at break. I told him how he was my No. 1 friend since I didn’t have anyone else. However he would always
reply telling me that Justin - the kid he was assigned to
hang out with - was his No. 1 friend. This didn’t bother me
since I finally had a friend, besides my mom, to talk to.

The friendship I had with Martin didn’t last very long. A year after joining the school, Martin left to go back to
Portugal and I was left once again alone, only having my faithful bush to keep me company. In Grade 3 we
jumped quads which meant I couldn’t sit next to my trusty bush and had to choose some other area to sit. By
this time my cousin, Timothy, had become pretty much my best friend. We began playing a variety of Pokémon
games on Roblox; still to this day one of my fondest memories is being huddled up in a small study with two
very old laptops playing Pokémon. Pokémon from then on became my new favorite thing in the world,
something that my little 9-year-old brain couldn’t stop thinking about. Besides my new found “hobby”, Grade 3
didn’t really mean that much different. Still sitting alone - on a bench this time - while doing my usual I was
approached by a boy, "I hear you like Pokemon?". This is where it all started.
He took a seat next to me and started rambling on about all the different Pokemon games he enjoyed. Together
we walked up and down the quad all break simply just talking about Pokemon strategies - of what we knew as
9-year-olds. I had another friend and, this time, he was not leaving anytime soon. His blond hair was short - like
most boys my age - he didn't have any glasses like Martin though, he had blue eyes and was slightly shorter
than me. Besides us just playing on Roblox he also had a Nintendo 3DS, he showed me "Pokemon Alpha
Sapphire". We not only hung out at school but outside school too, I went to his house and he came to mine.
This would be a friendship that would last years. One afternoon while he came over to my house. We were
playing Alpha Sapphire again for the third time. I looked over at him and there she sat... my friend, my best
friend.
Academics is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

The mysteries of ancient Egypt

The Grade 0s have had great fun learning about the mysteries of the ancient Egyptian
civilisation. They practised their names in hieroglyphics and enjoyed learning about the
pyramids, the Nile River and famous Egytians, such as King Tutenkamen and Cleopatra. They
were amazed that many of the inventions from that time period are still in use today.
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Creative craziness with recycled Traffula Trees.

The Grade 1s loved learning with The Lorax and have pledged to help speak up for things that
can't speak up for themselves. They also discovered used cereal boxes and old magazines
are perfect for creating their own trees.

"The Lorax is a children's book written by Dr. Seuss and published in 1971. It chronicles the plight of the environment and the
Lorax, who is the titular character. The Lorax remains a staple of children's reading lists for its whimsical characters and
wonderful, Seussical wordplay. But its cautionary message is as important today as it ever was. Respect for the
environment and all living creatures will help us preserve the planet for ourselves and future generations."
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Outdoor Academics

Grade 3s had an awesome outdoor classroom experience, learning about capacity and
volume.

Academics is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Kom maak iets in Graad 5!

Smaaklike peuselhappies en kreatiewe, kunstige goedere. Afrikaans smaak en speel so
lekker!
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Grade 6 Science and Tech Day
On Monday 22 August, the Grade 6s enjoyed their Science and Tech day. This gave them the
opportunity to put theory to the side and “play with Lego”! In fact, a lot of learning went on
during the day! The students were instructed to design new and more efficient ways to
power cars, land yachts and wind turbines. Investigation and collaboration resulted in
impressive designs that were demonstrated, tested, refined and tested again! Successes
were shared and celebrated and the practical experience was invaluable!
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Paarl Valley Eisteddfod

Congratulations to all our budding violinists who played on Saturday 20 August and performed very well.
Kelly Moore (mini recital): Silver Plus
Amber Van Wyk: Silver Plus
Paige Kilfoil: Silver
Alessia Dowle: Silver
Sophie Du Plooy: Silver Plus
Grade 5 violin trio (Paige Kilfoil, Arabella Schwendtke, Lara Griffin): Silver
Nsovo Mayise: Silver Plus
Mari Sterne: Silver Plus
Grade 1 violin group (Annah Sterne, Le'Roi Nzesseu, Lily Du Plooy, Alvin Ingerfeld): Silver
John Buchanan: Silver
Congratulations to James Touze who played three piano Eisteddfod items.
SVE Stellenbosch Virtual Eisteddfod Gold and Gold Plus
WCVE Western Cape Virtual Silver and Gold.
PVE Paarl Valley Eisteddfod Gold.
Well done, James!
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Prep Sport

U11 Hockey Festival

On Friday, Bridge House hosted the U11 hockey festival where we welcomed Curro Durbanville and Applewood to
our Astro, playing both A and B Girls and Boys teams. The children had a competitive afternoon of hockey
despite the light drizzle. It was a lot of fun.

U11 A Boys and U13 A Boys and Girls Hockey vs Hugenote

On Monday, the U11 A Boys and U13 A Boys and Girls competed against a strong Hugenote Primary. All the teams
enjoyed very competitive games and came away with the following results:
U11 A Boys: Lost 4-3
U13 A Girls: Drew 1-1
U13 A Boys: Lost 5-0

Hockey vs Hugo Rust

On Wednesday, the Bridge House hockey teams
competed against Hugo Rust Primary in a fun-filled
afternoon of hockey. All the teams played their hearts
out and achieved the following results:
U9 A Boys: Won 4-0
U9 A Girls: Lost 2-1
U9 B Boys: Won 4-0
U9 B Girls: Won 2-0

U10 A Boys: Won 3-0
U10 A Girls: Drew 0-0
U10 B Boys: Lost 3-0
U10 B Girls: Drew 0-0

U11 A Boys: Won 1-0
U11 A Girls: Lost 3-0
U11 B Boys: Won 1-0
U11 B Girls: Lost 4-0

U13 A Boys: Won 1-0
U13 A Girls: Won 1-0
U13 B Boys: Won 1-0
U13 B Girls: Lost 5-0
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U13 A Hockey vs Ashton International College (Ballito)

Our U13A boys and girls teams welcomed Ashton College on Thursday in our very first fixture between the
schools.

Soccer

Our U9, U11 and U13 teams enjoyed competitive fixtures this
week against a very strong Ikaya Primary. The teams found the
going tough, going down in their games but not without a
good fight and some missed opportunities that may have
turned the scoreline round at key moments in the games. We
look forward to another round of fixtures next week as we take
on Bruckner Primary from Stellenbosch.

Rhythmic Gymnastics

Congratulations to two of our talented rhythmic gymnasts.
Gretha Graaff took part in a level 8 Rhythmic Gymnastics
competition and achieved a 3rd place in rope and a fourth
place in the overall competition.
Daniella Viljoen has been chosen to represent Western
Province at the South African Rhythmic Gymnastic Games in
Pretoria at the end of September.
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Soccer

Upcoming Prep Sports Events

30 August
Soccer vs Bruckner de Villiers Primary Stellenbosch
2 September
U8 & U9 Soccer Festival at Bridge House
3 September
U11 & U13 Soccer Festival at Bridge House

Hockey

29 August
U9 & U10A Girls Hockey Festival at Paarl Girls High
31 August
Hockey vs Ebenezer Primary at Bridge House (U10 , U11 & U13B Girls)

Netball

2 September
Netball Festival (U8-U13) at Bridge House
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College Sport
We are fast approaching the end of the season for winter team sport.
Netball fixtures are completed.
The last hockey matches of the season will be played this evening
17:30 Girls 1st team vs Franschhoek Dragons
18:30 Boys 1st team vs Franschhoek Dragons
The last soccer practices for the season will take place on Monday 29 August.The last
soccer matches for the season will be played on Wednesday 31 August vs Paul Roos
Gymnasium at home.
Well done to the U15 soccer team who narrowly lost their match (3-4) vs Stellenzicht on
Wednesday 24 August.
Below you will find the College Sport Programme that will run from Monday 29 August to
Tuesday 13 September.
You will also find the College Sport Programme for Term 4 that will commence on
Monday 3 October
We are introducing 5 sessions of Girls Soccer this term on the following days from 15:00 16:30 .
Monday 29 August
Wednesday 31 August
Monday 5 September
Wednesday 7 September
Monday 12 September
Girls soccer will not be an option in Term 4
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Maths Achievement

Congratulations to Amaara Samanani who came
26th in the Grade 9 category of the UCT Maths
Competition. She also scored the highest mark in
the school. Over 400 schools (more than 7 500
students) compete in this competition. The
students compete as individuals or in pairs.
Certificates were handed to all the achievers in
assembly today.

Period Poverty

Help the Interact Club
collect sanitary pads for
girls in the Franschhoek
commuity who cannot
afford to buy them and
who miss school as a
result. Please drop off a
contribution at College
Reception.

*****************************************************************************

Looking for a nanny

Bruce and Siobhan Blaine (both teachers at Bridge House)
are looking to employ a nanny (five days a week). Based in
Paarl, close to the train station and Paarl Mall. If you know of
anyone seeking an opportunity or have a recommendation,
please contact Bruce on 0824949241 or
brubla@bridgehouse.org.za.

To view Jordan Greenhalgh’s agent profile or request a valuation, click
https://www.pamgolding.co.za/property-consultant/paarl-luxury-estates/jordan-greenhalgh/grej03

Uniform Shop Trading Hours

