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Welcome back to school!
A warm welcome to the start of the 3rd Term. I trust that you had a wonderful holiday and that your children
enjoyed the opportunity to relax and recharge before the second half of the school year commences.
It is my pleasure to introduce Mr Trevor van Niekerk to the Bridge
House community. Mr van Niekerk joins the College senior
management team in the role of Deputy Head. He will be responsible
for overseeing the academic and cultural programmes in the College
and will also be teaching Mathematics. Trevor has had an impressive
career in education, having taught at a number of schools including
Bishops, Hilton College and, most recently, St Anne’s College where he
served as the Deputy Head: Academics for the last four and a half
years.
With a Master of Science degree, Trevor has also been a housemaster, a sports coach, served as Head of
Department, has chaired a number of committees, and been a senior sub-examiner for the IEB. With his wealth
of experience and educational expertise, Mr van Niekerk is a great addition to our Bridge House team.
Also joining us in the College this term is Mr Chris Mouton. Chris has been appointed as the Head of
Mathematics, a role in which he has experience at both local and international schools.
Our Pre-Primary School is equally delighted to welcome Ms Nadia Hendricks (Playschool) and Ms Elizna Martin
(Grade 0) into their ranks. We wish all our new staff members a long and happy stay at Bridge House.
Similarly, to all the new students who have started at Bridge House this week, may you settle in quickly and
thrive in our wonderful school.
My best wishes to all our Bridge House families as we embark on this new term. There is already a
comprehensive sports and cultural programme in place – and one of the academic highlights for our Matric
students this term is the Prelim examinations that take place later next month.
Here’s to a productive Third Term!
Stay warm and dry.
David Clark
Head, Bridge House School
15 July 2022

MATTERS OF PRINCIPAL
Author and previous Head of Bridge House, Mike Russell, will be in the
Learning Commons from 12h30 to 15h00 on Friday 22 July, to talk
about the "memoirs, musings, mentors, menaces, meanings and
meanderings" in his recently-published book, Matters of Principal.

Everyone is welcome!
Pop in for coffee and a chat between 12h30 and 15h00 and to listen when Mike reads short
excerpts from his book at 13h15 and 14h15.
Matters of Principal costs R300. Pay by cash or via EFT (details on the day).
There is no manual for life, love, or leadership. There’s no map or blueprint. Fact is, we all wing it a whole lot of the time.
But it sure helps to know where our own magnetic north is.
‘… but that doesn’t mean we can’t learn from others’ stories. This is mine. It is a story about life, love, and leadership; about
failure and success; about life’s abundant joys and its trials that, in the words of Cecil Day Lewis, “fire one’s irresolute clay”.
It’s a story about winging it. It’s not a manual.’ - Author, Mike Russell
All of us have stories to tell, but sadly, we don’t think they’re worth telling. We shy away from sharing opinions
and perspectives because we’re not famous, or because we don’t think they’re that important. In any case,
putting them out there won’t make any difference, we may think but we’re all very much poorer as a result of
such thinking. After 60-odd (60 odd?) years of life, friendships, and travel, author Mike Russell believes it seems
selfish to keep all this stuff to himself, and so he has put his pen where his mouth is in this fascinating life-story.
Forty of these years have been in education - nearly twenty of them heading two top South African
independent schools. He has had the privilege and good fortune of meeting, working with, and learning from
countless wonderful people who’ve cast light in his life. Some others left shadows and the author has told the
truth about such encounters, but through gentle filters of hindsight and growing up.
So, here they are, the author’s matters of principal, some of which will make you think, while others will make you
laugh, and maybe some will bring a tear to your eye. It is hoped that they might inspire you to tell your story too.
But above all, simply enjoy them.

Team South Africa
Geographers
This week, Destin Bürgin (Grade 12) who
came first in the South African National
Geography Olympiad for 2022, together with
three other South African students, one of
whom, Chelsea Thompson (Grade 11) from
Herschel, joined Destin at Bridge House, spent
the week in online competition, in the
International Geography Olympiad hosted by
France. Ms Morag Greener was co-ordinator
and one of the South African Team Leaders.
Sixty-four countries from all over the world
took part in the five-day competition, which
included an Opening Ceremony, a written
response test, lectures, a fieldwork exercise,
mapwork, a cutural event, a cooking event,
multimedia tests, and poster presentations.
The Closing Ceremony and medal
announcements takes place on Sunday.

The International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) is an annual competition for the best 16 to 19
year old Geography students from all over the world. Students chosen to represent their
countries are the very best, chosen from thousands of students who participate
enthusiastically in their own national Geography olympiads.
The aims of the Olympiad are to:
stimulate active interest in geographical and environmental studies among young
people;
contribute positively to debate about the importance of geography as a senior
secondary school subject by drawing attention to the quality of geographical knowledge,
skills and interests among young people;
facilitate social contacts between young people from different countries and in doing so,
contribute to the understanding between nations.

Hibernating Hedgehogs

These little hedgehogs, created by the Grade 1s at the end of last term, hibernated during the
holidays but are now being revealed in all their cuteness.

Grade 0 Science

The Grade 0 scientists got straight back into action this week, exploring surface tension with
the "magic milk" experiment, which also made very colourful marbled prints.

North Dining Room Revamp
Boarders, day students and staff using the North Dining room for their meals, returned to a
fresh, clean, modern revamp of the dining room. We have Origin Food Services to thank for
this. They were responsible for the concept and design (thanks to Candice Holgate), the new
decor items such as the lighting and screen, painting of the walls and the roof trusses (a
massive job) and the freshly-painted tables, done by the Origin staff themselves in the
holidays. Meals in the dining room taste even more delicious in these lovely surroundings.
Thank you, Origin!

Franschhoek - one of the World's Greatest Places

Did you know that Franschhoek has been chosen as one of Time Magazine's "World's Greatest
Places"? And, just imagine, that in this "World's Greatest Place", exists a beautiful school where young
minds are inspired; where individual care and attention is combined with a distinctive, progressive
education and where changemakers are equipped with skills for a world beyond our imagination.

Above and left: Photo credit - new student,
Kosta Kim

Staff Conference

On Monday, before the students returned, the Bridge House staff began the Term with a daylong conference. Over the past two years, Professional Development Director of Round
Square, Craig Carolan, has led a collaborative project across the Round Square global
network of two hundred and forty schools worldwide, to draw together a structured
Professional Development programme that connects the Round Square ethos, principles and
practices with themes from positive psychology and positive education. Craig came to talk
to our staff about the resulting guiding framework for the practical application of relevant
education theories, within the context of “Being Round Square”. The morning included a Round
Square Discovery Dash, which was a fun, bonding activity for the staff.
Finally, a number of staff shared 'pearls of wisdom' with their colleagues on topics such as:
Being likeable - even when your subject isn't!; Free choice for children... (or is it?); Where
does Education fit in to the emerging Metaverse?; Garden or factory? Evaluating metaphors
for education and their influence, as well as a number of other fascinating topics.
One of the
Round Square
Discovery
Dash fun
activities was
when staff
participated
in a tenminute
drawing
challenge.
They were
asked to
choose an
animal that
signifies
"Courage".
They faced the challenge bravely and completed some amazing drawings in ten minutes. The challenge
was
hosted by Mrs SB in the Art Studio.

Alumni News - congratulations to the
following alumni on their
achievements!
Robert Moerman (Matric 2011), who is currently a
PhD in Physics candidate at the University of
Hertfordshire (England), was invited to present his
research at the Mathematical Institute at the
University of Oxford last week.
He presented on his most recent paper
(https://arxiv.org/pdf/2206.14196.pdf)
which develops and applies techniques from
computational
algebraic
geometry
to
the
mathematics of particle physics. He has coauthored 8 papers during his PhD, with academics
from the University of Hertfordshire, Ludwig
Maximilian University of Munich and Harvard
University. He intends to complete his PhD by March
2023.

Tito Tournier (Matric 2019), who is doing a Bachelor in
Management (BSc) at the ESCP Business School has
achieved a place on the Dean's list for his academic
performance. ESCP is a business school and grande
école founded in France and based across Europe with
campuses in Paris, Berlin, London, Madrid, Turin and
Warsaw. It is consistently ranked among the best
business schools in Europe. In France, ESCP is one of the
most prestigious and selective grandes écoles. Tito,
whose parents live in the Seychelles, was a boarder at
Bridge House and was awarded the Brooker Mathematics
prize in Matric.

Condolences

We extend our sincere condolences to two of our Prep staff members who lost loved ones
during the holidays. Jenny Wright's brother passed away after an illness. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you, Jenny.
Elize Landman's ninety-seven-year-old father, who up until a short while ago was still playing
tennis, passed away. We are thinking of you at this sad time.

Commerce Olympiad

In Term 2, Grades 10 to 12 students wrote the Comm Business Studies, Economics, and
Accounting. The following students made it through to the second round to be written on the
3rd of August. Well done!
Grade 10:
Jamie Louw
Keesha Adams
Emma Arendse
Joshua Rawson
Grade 11:
Nikithemba Mbouombouo Mfepit
Wongiwe Pepu
Sebastian Phillips
Rebecca Newton
Julia Louwerse
Mackensie Taylor
Riley Laden
Grade 12:
Tyler Ekermans
Benjamin Fisher
Joshua Grindley-Ferris
Anna van Niekerk.

Prep Sport
Hockey:

Congratulations to Grace Ayford who was recently selected for
the U13 IPT Boland Girls’ hockey team.
Grace took part in six training sessions, before going on to play in
the tournament in Stellenbosch. The tournament was held over
three consecutive days where the team played two games each
day. Grace reported that “she enjoyed the new experiences that
occurred during this time, as well as making new friends and
memories and being able to showcase her talent throughout the
tournament”.

Dancing:

Isabella, Clara and Emma Belloni participated in the Talent Africa Regional Dancing
competition and qualified for nationals in October.
Isabella competed in six categories and achieved 4 gold medals and 2 high golds with
distinction. Clara And Emma competed in the group category and both achieved a silver
medal.

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Equestrian:

Congratulations to the following riders who have qualified to represent Winelands in the
inter-regional competition to be held at Europa, 6 to 8 August. We wish them luck with their
preparations:
Ella Cook
Rylee Gradwell
Alessia Dowell
Hiro Holden-Manz

Sophia Malan
Kate Rawson
Hannah Pearce

Myrthe Mellema
Khloe Rawson
Sarah Dippnall

Downhill racing:

Congratulations to Sebastian Dudas-Smith, a
nine-year-old in Grade 4, who competed in a
Downhill MTB Nationals in Pietermaritzburg this
past weekend. Sebastian took the win, making
him the National series winner, and the overall
South African U10 Downhill champ for 2022.

Upcoming Prep Events
Netball
15 July
22 July

Bridge House U8 - U10 Netball Clinic
Bridge House U11 - U13 Netball Clinic

Hockey
22 July

U13(B/G) vs Curro Durbanville

Bridge House
Bridge House
Durbanville

A reminder that all players are to please have the correct safety
equipment (gum guards and shin pads) for their respective sporting
codes. Players will unfortunately not be able to participate in practice
sessions or fixtures without these items.
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

College Sport
EQUESTRIAN

The following riders have qualified to represent Winelands in the inter-regional competition to be held
at Europa from 6 to 8 August. We wish them luck with their practising and preparations!
Josephine Matthysen
Sarah Pethick
Jessica Pethick

DANCE

Daniela Osler (Grade 8) participated in the South African Dance Foundation
Super Series Dancesport Championships. The Ballroom & Latin dance event
was held at Grand West on Saturday 25 June. In the Bronze category, Daniela
placed first in the Latin section and second in the Ballroom section. She will be
competing in the Rumba in The Jungle event in Sun City in September.

HOCKEY

Congratulations to the following hockey players
who represented Boland teams at regional and
national tournaments during the holidays:
Jemma Boulton - Boland girls U14 regional
team; Kathryn la Grange - Boland girls U14
regional team; Christopher Greenway - Boland
boys U14 regional team; Joey Baylet - Boland
boys U18 regional team; Sebastian Phillips Boland boys U18 regional team and Liam
Daniels - Boland boys U18 IPT B team.
We are also very proud of two of our staff
members: Mr Anwell Botha was manager of
the Boland boys U18 IPT A team and after the
national tournament was selected as manager
of the South African U18 boys team. Mr
Jacques le Roux was elected goalkeeper
coach of the boys and girls U18 national teams.
He also did interview work for Super Sport
Schools at the test series vs Namibia. Well
done, gentlemen!
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Left and below Mr
Jacques le Roux did
interview work for
Super Sport Schools
at the test series vs
Namibia.

College Sport Fixtures for next week
CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
The boys and girls first hockey teams have been invited to participate in the Cape Town
International Hockey Tournament.
Fixtures are as follows:
Tuesday 19 July 18:00
Opening ceremony at Hartleyvale
Wednesday 20 July
09:05 Boys vs Durbanville at Hartleyvale B
15:35 Boys vs Stellenberg at Harleyvale B
11:15 Girls vs Curro Durbanville at Parel Vallei
16:40 Girls vs Pinelands at Parel Vallei
Thursday 21 July
10:10 Boys vs Parel Vallei at Paarl Gimnasium A
13:25 Boys vs Westville at Paarl Girls
12:20 Girls vs Strand at Hartleyvale B
16:40 Girls vs Paarl Gimnasium at Hartleyvale B
Friday 22 July
08:00 Boys vs Edgemead at Parel Vallei
08:00 Girls vs Chisipite at Paarl Gimnasium B
HOCKEY
Friday 22 July
Boys and girls U16 hockey vs Reddam Constantia (home)

Upcoming Parents' Association Events

Uniform Shop Trading Hours
18 July to 15 July

