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Diary of a Grade 6 Camper
Monday 30 May
Dear Diary
Today was exhausting! As soon as we got off the bus we were drawn over to the furry
animals standing at the side of the white pens, longing for attention. But, just as they were
starting to trust the boisterous boys, we were pulled away to the Bundu Bash! Although I was
covered in bruises and cuts, I managed to come second out of the girls! I was relieved when
the whistle was blown for lunch and we could finally judge for ourselves whether the chicken
burgers were as good as the teachers said they would be - and they were! When the food
had settled, we walked to the dam for canoeing which was not as easy as it looked!
Bye for now!
Chloe

10 June 2022

Tuesday 31 May
Dear Diary
The night hike was such fun last night! We hiked all the way to Crystal Pools. Today we went
rock climbing and did an obstacle course which I loved! After the climbing we cleared black
wattles. Our team cleared 36 trees! For lunch we had a cook-out. The highlight was my
boerewors! Before supper we did an assignment on guinea pigs and rabbits.
I am looking forward to seeing what the night brings.
Maxwell

Wednesday 1 June
Dear Diary
On our last day of camp we started the day with vetkoek for breakfast. With filled stomachs,
we said goodbye to the animals and fed them some treats. For our last outdoor activity we
had to work together as a team to complete many difficult obstacles. The morse code task
was finished quickly. Lastly, we had the prize giving and everyone said goodbye to one
another. SOS was a very adventurous camp with many activities and skills to learn!
Maura

Dare to Lead

“When we dare to lead, we don’t pretend to have the right
answers; we stay curious and ask the right questions. We
don’t see power as finite and hoard it; we know that
power becomes infinite when we share it with others.” So
states Brené Brown in the introduction to her book, “Dare
to Lead”. She goes on to say, “But daring leadership in a
culture defined by scarcity, fear, and uncertainty requires
skill-building around traits that are deeply and uniquely
human. … What can we do better? Empathy, connection,
and courage, to start.” So who are these leaders to whom
she refers? Only adults?
One of my favourite responsibilities is mentoring the Grade 7 Learning for Life Leadership
Challenge. The rationale undergirding the programme speaks to our approach of nurturing
the ‘whole child’ by providing opportunities (and guidance) to develop their leadership skills
at a time in their lives where their transition into the teenage years raises questions round
understanding strengths, passions, purpose - and even fears. We believe that all children
deserve the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to lead, to serve, to develop responsibility
- and to bounce back from those “oops"! moments”. In an environment where the ‘select few’
are chosen/elected/appointed as prefects in a junior school, many twelve year-olds end up
considering themselves to be either ‘more mature’ than their peers, or ‘not good enough’. How
sad. How unfortunate. This is not how we operate.
Whether a child is an introvert or extravert, is confident or nervous or shy; and regardless of
their academic or sporting achievements, all Bridge House Grade 7s are encouraged to sign
up for the challenge - to DARE to stretch themselves. This involves meeting with me (yes,
they make an appointment to meet me … in my office) to discuss their plans. They must
approach various senior staff members to request permission to work in the aftercare
programme, the Learning Commons, the Sports Department, etc. They commit - in writing to various duties within the school week and at sports festivals in order to earn their service
hours, and they keep the record of their progress. No record, no Leadership Star!Oh, and
mastering a new skill and succeeding in a physical challenge within the year must also be
factored into their planning.

Leadership is about service: the giving of self. In our programme, service must take place
both at school and in the wider community. It is so wonderful to see children engaging in a
community project and realising that there is much self-fulfilment in meeting a felt need.
When I see them entertaining pre-schoolers at 07:30 each weekday morning, I often wonder
who is gaining more enjoyment! To date this year, Grade 7s have collected and distributed
Beanies, Easter Eggs, jeans, sports kit, books; served regularly at local soup kitchens; helped
feed homeless animals; and even worked to raise funds for a donkey sanctuary. There are
multiple other community and service projects in the pipeline for Term 3. Raising the levels of
awareness in our young people regarding community needs is a critical aspect of raising
empathetic and responsible citizens.

Dare to Lead continued ...
While not every Grade 7 sees their way clear to attempting the Learning for Life Challenge,
all are allocated a group of children across the Prep School to manage and mentor at
various opportunities throughout the year. They - the whole grade ! - are encouraged to
embrace their ‘position’ as role models, as this is an important step in understanding the
responsibility that comes with position. On the flip side, I never underestimate the value in a
child coming to discuss with me that they have “bitten off more than they can chew”, and
choose to resign from the challenge. Such self-reflection, too, is Learning for Life.

It is my strong belief that when children move on
from the Prep School, they should have found their
voice.To find one’s voice, opportunities within the
school framework must be afforded in order to
practise using one’s voice. The Learning for Life
Challenge is one such opportunity.

And if they don’t achieve their goal in their Grade 7
year? That is perfectly fine, because at Bridge
House College, they will have more chances to
develop these leadership skills. Teaching a child
how to lead and to serve is as critical to their
personal growth as is their academic progress. We
are training in empathy, connection and courage.
Mrs Sandie Parker
Prep Deputy Head: Academics and Culture

Grade 0

The Grade 0s were treated to the talents of Emilè's mom, Marisa Maré, our very talented
College Art teacher. She came to assist us with a creative project, which will be a permanent
installation at Bridge House, to showcase the talents of our Grade. Thank you, Marisa! The
children had so much fun. We look forward to sharing the end product next term.

Grade 2

Does blubber keep Arctic animals warm? The Grade 2s had fun experimenting with icy water
and margarine (blubber). Yes! They could not believe how well the margarine protected
their hand as they held it in the icy water.

Grade 3
The Grade 3s enjoyed an outing to EXOTIC ANIMAL WORLD. Touching snakes, lizards, tenrecs
and hissing cockroaches, talking to parrots and keeping up with lemurs, they all had an Exotic
Learning Experience!
“My favourite thing was learning about the Madagascan Tenrec and we got to touch it. I
loved how cute it was" – Riley
"One thing about the outing I liked was the ball python and the reason was that it could roll
into a ball." – Malik
"On our outing to Exotic Animal World I loved mostly the ball python, framed like a ball and it
came from a country called Madagascar." – Oleksandra
"On the outing we saw lots of animals. We saw a porcupine that was really big and it had a
ball to play with. It was a man's pet that he sent there and it was really entertaining." - John

Exotic Animal World

Exotic Animal World

Grade 7 Science

The Natural Science Practical exams took place in the College Science Labs, to end off the Gr
7 Formal Assessments.

Afrikaans

Waagmoedige wonderhelde waag weereens!
Brigde House se Graad 6-klas stuit vir geen uitdagings ooit nie. Vinnig het hulle verander om
ander te hulp te snel in hulle superheld-monderings! Suurertjie van die planeet Suurblom,
Ruimteman van die Grondboontjieplaneet, Supervlam en Superheld Saffier het behoorlik die
tonge losgehad.
Reddingspogings is met waaghalse toertjies uitgevoer. Hier is ‘n paar van ons helde en
heldinne in hulle uitrustings!

Grade 11 Visual Art Assessment

During this term, our Grade 11s developed a series of drawings based on the theme "The Milk
of Dreams". This culminated in a four-hour drawing practical examination on Saturday 4
June for the June formal assessment. Students could choose whether they wanted to use
traditional media (like charcoal or pencil) to create their drawings, or digital media using
Photoshop and a digital drawing tablet and stylus.
The Grade 11s responded to the same theme as professional artists who are currently
exhibiting work in Venice for the Biennale. The theme invites rich creative expression that is
unlocked when the artist steps into the realm of fantasy and imagination.
We all spend time in two different worlds. One is the real physical world of our daily reality,
where we interact with family, friends and people in our community. The other is the private
world of our imagination and fantasy. This world exists entirely in our minds. Our Grade 11
artists have given us a glimpse of their imaginary worlds.
Mrs Marisa Maré

Sculpture Workshop offered at Bridge House

Bridge House is proud to be hosting a sculpture workshop presented by artist Sandro Trapani. In this
two-day workshop participants will be guided through the various stages of creating a bust sculpture
from the armature phase through to the forms and details of the face with clay. The artist will sculpt
alongside the participants and provide individual guidance. The workshop will take place in the
upcoming school holidays allowing us to use the Bridge House Art Studio and work for an extended
period of time.
The workshop is generously sponsored by AMT composites who supply the clay, and Art & Collect
who provide reference materials and armatures. Herbert Evans Art Shop sponsors the materials and
tools. This extensive sponsorship allows for the workshop fees to be very reasonably priced at R1900
per participant.
The BUST Sculpture Workshop opens people's minds to the incredible possibilities that sculpture holds
in expressing individual creativity. The workshop is open to students, parents, friends and anyone who
wants an unforgettable, creative experience. For more information and to register for the workshop,
please visit the artist’s website: www.sandrotrapani.com
Mrs Marisa Maré

BINGO EVENING - HOSTED BY THE PA

Thank you to everyone who
helped make the first Bridge
House Bingo Evening a
success. We hope to see
many more participants at
the next one!

Our hosts for the evening Jon Middleton
and Mike Atter

Thank you to Des and the
Origin team for once
again serving a tasty
meal
Tatjana
Holkina from
Tempel Wines,
trying her luck
at Bingo and
handing over
some amazing
prizes

Thank you to our sponsors

Prep Sport
Golf

EJ Stafford-Northcote took part in the European Golf
Championship in Scotland from 31 May - 2 June. We are
very proud to announce that he managed to secure an
overall 6th place. Well done, EJ.

Water Polo

Congratulations to Christopher Reid on his selection to join the Boland U13
Water Polo training squad.

Soccer

Our U13 soccer players headed to Paarl on Thursday to play their final match
of the term against Groenheuwel Primary. The boys played some pleasing
soccer but went down by three goals to a talented opposition.

Netball

The netball players took on Ida's Valley for their final games of the term. The
matches showed just how much our players have developed this term.
Under 10s won 20-4
Under 11s won 8-2
Under 12s lost 10-5
Under 13s won 12-0
Well done to all the girls for a lovely first half of the netball season. We look
forward to seeing you back in action in Term 3.

PSI Indoor Hockey

Congratulations to Aiden Jansen Van Rensburg and Noah Taylor for being selected to the PSI Boland
U11 and U12 Foxes teams to take part in Junior Indoor Nationals during the holidays.

Final week practice times:
Monday 10 June
Hockey U10-13 14h30-15h30
Tuesday 11 June
Netball and Soccer 14h30-15h30

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

College Sport
HOCKEY
We wish the following boys, led by Mr Wells, all the best at the Metro Fives Hockey Tournament from
24 - 26 June in Cape Town, as they represent Bridge House:
James Shone, Jack Wells, Cameron Wells, Sebastian Phillips, Daniel de Jongh, Luke Phillips, Chris
Greenway and Matthew Barrow.

WATER POLO

Apologies to Keyan Hill who was also selected for the Boland 15 water polo training squad and whose
name was omitted from the report in last week’s newsletter. Well done, Keyan! We are very proud of
you.

EQUESTRIAN

Congratulations to Holly Smith who has been doing exceptionally well on the equestrian scene over
the past fortnight. Over the weekend of 28 & 29 May, Holly became the Western Cape Champion for
1.35m. She competed at the Western Cape Grand Prix
Over the weekend of 4 & 5 June, Holly won the Western Cape Junior 1.30m Derby in Noordhoek, this
time on a different horse. Well done, Holly! We are very proud of you.

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Break Up Day

School breaks up for the holidays next Wednesday, 12 June. The Prep will finish at 11h45 and
the College at 12h00. Term 2 begins on 12 July.

Reports

Reports will be emailed to you on Wednesday.

Handback day in the College

The College students finish school at 12h00 on Monday if they are writing an exam. On
Tuesday, which is the handback day, all students must be at school. They finish at 12h00 on
that day. Please check the timetable for the handback day on the D6 communicator under
Resources.

Riaan Manser at Bridge House - Watch the interview
on YouTube

It was a privilege to host Riaan Manser at Bridge House. Jacques le Roux conducted the "On
the Couch" interview with Riaan with aplomb. Riaan has shown amazing determination in all
that he has achieved and left us all wanting to get out of our comfort zones - never having to
say "Should've, Would've, Could've" - the words that have motivated Riaan to do what he
does. Watch the interview on YouTube on this link: https://youtu.be/IscdsnNgvCY

Happy
Pride Month
of June

Bridge House wishes
our
LGBTQ+
community a happy
Pride
Month!
We
believe in creating a
culture
where
everyone knows and
feels that they belong.
Look out for our
rainbow flag, donated
by Eve Ratcliffe, and
other exciting Pride
Club initiatives that
will raise funds for the
Pride Shelter.

Uniform Shop Trading Hours
13 June to 17 June

https://www.pamgolding.co.za/property-search/partnership-current-listings/DGJA

