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1. PREAMBLE

Whilst cell phones can be an extremely useful educational tool, the negative
impact on pupils from a social and emotional perspective is being experienced
on an ongoing basis. Earphones are also promoting antisocial behaviour. This
policy aims at providing guidelines on how cell phones and earphones (headsets,
air pods or any other listening device that is attached or positioned in the ears)
may be used on Campus. Bridge House recognises that digital citizenship, and
values such as self-control and time-management, are an important part of
student socialisation. It is vital that conversations about mindful and appropriate
technology-use form part of ongoing dialogue in pastoral and academic spaces.

2.GUIDELINES

● Cell phones should be switched off and in school bags or pockets on
entering the campus. Cell phones may not be used during academic time.
Should a cell phone be seen in a lesson it will be confiscated and handed
to reception where it will be placed in safekeeping until the end of the
school day. Repeat offenders will have their cell phones confiscated for a
one-week period on the third offence.

● Cell phones may only be used during lesson time with the express
permission of the teacher.

● Cell phones are not permitted to be used in the dining halls during
mealtimes.

● Earphones may not be seen on campus. If a student is seen with
earphones they will be confiscated and handed in to reception. The
student may then collect the earphones at the end of the school day
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(16:00) Repeat offenders will have the earphones confiscated for a longer
period of time.

● Upon advice from a medical professional, students may apply for a waiver
of this policy in order to use noise-cancelling earphones, or other
supportive devices. All applications must be sent for approval to the
Headmaster.

The only exception is if a teacher gives explicit permission to a student or
class to use earphones during that teacher’s lesson. At the end of the
lesson the earphones must be put away again

● iPads and laptops may only be used for academic purposes in academic
time. In anticipation of this use, all educational devices must be charged
and in working order. Teachers will instruct students when to use these
devices. At all other times, they must be switched off and kept safely in the
student’s school bag - or face down / closed on their desk.
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