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Grade 8 Market Day
Maths concepts, problem-solving, planning, accounting, salesmanship, marketing, production and
entrepreneurship are all skills the Grade 8s learnt in the lead up to their Market Day last week. Stalls
offering everything from McDonalds to fragrant bath bombs, were spread out in the Fountain Quad,
with music and a Mad Hatter's Tea Party providing a festive background. After an accumulation of
lessons and discussions in the classroom about the strategies of starting a business, Market Day
provides students with the hands-on opportunity to transform their business ideas at every stage of
the process and to combine them to create a successful pop-up business.
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Grade 8 Market Day

Let’s begin the conversation …
A few weeks back, the College students were
treated to two inspirational guest speakers in the
same week. It was fascinating listening to our very
own South African modern-day explorer, Riaan
Manser, as he shared his personal challenges and
triumphs from diverse adventures. On a very
different topic, we had the opportunity to listen to
Luke Lamprecht, who provided us with a thoughtprovoking and mind shifting address titled “Paving
Pathways”.

It was in Luke’s talk, where he asked the students to
raise their hands on several issues, ranging from
gaming, to vaping, and a host of other societal
challenges, that the thoughts for this article were
shaped. During this series of questions something
stood out for me and triggered some deeper
introspection. He asked the students to raise their
hands if they felt they spent too much time on
their devices. I would say a third of the students
raised their hands (the other two-thirds are in
denial - I hear you thinking out loud!). He then
asked how many of them felt that their parents
spent too much time on their devices, and the
number of raised hands increased to at least twothirds of the audience. My initial thought was that
our students had mastered the art of deflecting
blame to escape their reality, as a way of justifying
their habits; or possibly that they used this handraising exercise to get back at their parents for not
setting the best example; or, even worse, that they
could not find a way to break their behaviour
patterns, as it was normalised in the environment
that they found themselves in. I am sure as you
read this you may disagree with my summation of
possibilities, and alternate reasons may come to
mind.
Be that as it may, it brought me back to thinking
about questioning the climate we create, on most
occasions with no ill intent, that fosters a situation
of enabling our children/students to learn from our
behaviour as a way of justifying theirs. As I
reflected on this further, it made me wonder if the
greater challenge for us as a society is possibly
our tendency to simplify matters to help us
understand them, but essentially by us simplifying
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them, trying to reduce them to something
insignificant - which is where the danger lies!
This acts as the immediate conversation
stopper as a way to justify or normalise
behaviour,
instead
of
beginning
the
conversation.
In society, in some of our homes, we see more
and more risky (possibly addictive) habits
being normalised, without us stopping to
acknowledge that this is not normal behaviour.
I recall at one of the first conferences I
attended as a Deputy Head at Bridge House
almost eight years ago, the speaker said that
the single biggest contributor to academic
success is the quality of the family conversation
at the dinner table. I wonder if there is some
transferability of this idea, that the single
biggest factor in determining healthy lifestyle
choices is beginning the conversation (possibly
at the dinner table). Teens need to hear adults
applauding their healthy choices in clear, plain
language. We need to have a clear position on
the risk, and as Luke clearly outlined in his talk,
that all use (or abuse) equals risk, and
therefore delayed use is safest for teens.
Mr Andrew Jones
College Deputy Head: Sport, Boarding and
Wider Curriculum

Hospitality and Tourism
Elective

For our final activity, we invited teachers to attend a
lunch set by the students. The theme was "Around the
World" and the groups could choose any country to
represent. They did not disappoint, with food,
entertainment and décor. Teachers were welcomed to
America, Italy, and South Africa. The Americans served
tortillas for starters, burgers and chips for the main
course and cupcakes for dessert. Italians served
bruschetta for starters, spaghetti bolognaise as their
main, and tiramisu for dessert. The South Africans
served biltong for their starter, yellowtail as the main
course, and melktert with koeksisters for dessert.
Mrs Marilie Jansen

Gallery Visits for Visual Arts Students

On 13 May, the Grades 10 and 11 Visual Arts students visited art galleries in the Stellenbosch
area. The first visit was the Gus Gallery where they viewed work by Jonah Sack. These were
installation artworks related to statistics and how human beings are sometimes seen as a
statistic, especially during Covid times. The next gallery to be visited was IS Art Gallery where
Wilma Cruise's sculptural work on the themes of Covid, as well as animal and human
relationships, was viewed. Then it was on to the Rupert Gallery where they viewed a number
of different exhibitions. The students fell in love with Dylan Lewis's massive sculpture of a
three-legged horse. The In-motion Art of Space Age exhibition included the Futurist Garden
by Giacomo Balla and optical illusion artworks. These visits broaden and enrich our students
experience tremendously and taking mixed age groups out together gives them the
opportunity to learn from one another.

Gallery visits for Visual Arts Students continued ...

Last week, the Grade 10 Visual Arts students visited the La Motte Museum where they viewed the
Pierneef Exhibition and the tapestry artworks on display there. They spent time in the museum
viewing the work and hearing from the curator herself. The La Motte staff were really kind to the
students, providing a snack for them and giving them special diaries to work in. They made them feel
at home and special in their beautiful museum space.
Mrs Marisa Maré

Grade 2s Field Trip to SANCCOB

On Wednesday, the Grade 2s visited SANCCOB in Table view. They were given an interesting
tour of the centre's "hospital" facilities, learning many penguin facts along the way. As
SANCCOB is a rescue and rehabilitation centre, emphasis was placed on the impact man
has on the oceans and shorelines and how penguins and sea life suffer the consequences.
The children came away with the challenge: What are you going to do about it?

Grade 0 Science

The wonderful world of science comes to life when magnified one thousand times! The
Grade 0s were fascinated by the examination of many classroom objects under the
microscope.

Prep Sport
Soccer

On Thursday, our soccer players hosted Nederburg Primary and Matta Football Club. The U9s
won 2-1 against Nederburg Primary. The U11 teams lost their games against Nederburg and a
very strong Matta Soccer Club. The U13B team went down in their match. The U13As won 2-0
against Nederburg Primary. We look forward to this weekend's Bridge House Soccer Festival
and wish all the players and coaches good luck.

Netball vs Rietenbosch

On Tuesday, the netball players did not let bad weather stop them from playing, as all
games were moved to the Gym.
The under 10s played a phenomenal match, winning 5 - 2. The under 11s' determination paid
off and they won their match 5 - 1. The under 12s took part in a very competitive match, only
getting the opportunity to score once. The under 13s played a wonderful match, ending in a 4
- 2 victory.
Thank you, parents and grandparents, for all the ongoing support. It truly makes the world of
difference for the girls.
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JP Hockey clinic

Our younger hockey stars enjoyed their second Enhanced Sport hockey clinic of the term.
This well attended event was a further opportunity for our Junior Primary players to learn the
basics of the game and prepare for what lies ahead on their sporting journey.

Bridge House U11 and U13 Hockey Festivals

A bumper weekend of action was had as we hosted a number of visiting schools to our
astro for these annual events. Exciting play was on display and the two days were enjoyed
by all. Grateful thanks goes to Miss Kim Smith for all the behind the scenes work that went
into hosting a successful two days of competitive hockey.

Hockey vs Stellenbosch Primary

We had the wonderful opportunity of hosting Stellenbosch Primary on Monday afternoon, to
play against our B and C teams. A competitive afternoon began with our U9 and U10 players
playing quarter-field games, with some pleasing results. The U11 teams followed with some
exciting hockey on display. The U13 teams ended the day with the final girls game ending in
a closely fought loss by a single goal. Well done to all involved.
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Hockey vs Noord Eind

On Wednesday, our teams headed off to Noord-Eind Primary for a full set of fixtures. The
younger teams enjoyed astro games on their mini astro, with the final U11 games being called
off a little short as the light faded. Our U13 teams went back to the roots of the game, with
tight matches on the grass field. Some impressive wins were enjoyed throughout the
afternoon. Thanks go to Noord-Eind for their hospitality on the day.
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Chess

Congratulations to Matteo Pirouz and Nicholas Green for their participation in the Rhenish
Chess tournament. The competitive environment was enjoyed by these two enthusiastic
players, with both achieving some pleasing results. Well done!

Cricket

Congratulations to Grace Ayford on her invitation to join the Boland girls’ winter cricket nets
squad.

Prep Upcoming Events
Saturday, 28 May
Bridge House Soccer festival at Bridge House
WA Joubert Netball festival
Monday, 30 May
U9/10 Boys Hockey festival at Paarl Boys
U10-13B Girls Hockey vs Ebenezer Primary
Tuesday, 31 May
Soccer vs Klapmuts Primary at Bridge House
Soccer vs Groenheuwel Primary in Paarl
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Bridge House Ballerinas

Last week, the ballerinas participated in the Paarl valley Eisteddfod. They all performed with
confidence and grace and achieved the following results.
Senior Group:
Duet 14 years: Paula and Gretha Graaff - Gold
Solo novice 14 years: Paula Graaff - Silver Plus
Duet 12 years: Gretha Graaff and Tammi-Lee (from Paarl) - Gold
Solo novice 12 years: Gretha Graaff - Silver Plus
Junior group: Madison van der Berg, Holly Reid, Annah Sterne - Gold
Group Dance 7 - 8: Alexandra Thompson, Georgia Robertson, Evah
Ambraal, Mari Sterne, Kate Louser - Gold
Novice Solo 8 years: Mari Sterne - Gold
Congratulations to the teacher, Anma Botha and her ballerinas!

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

College Sport
HOCKEY
BOLAND REPRESENTATIVES

Congratulations to Kathryn La Grange, Jemma Boulton and Christopher Greenway who have
been selected to represent Boland at the Western Cape Hockey trials on Saturday 28 May.
We are very proud of the three of you and wish you well for the trials on Saturday.

HOCKEY RESULT

BOYS U19B HOCKEY VS LABORI (HOME) THURSDAY 26 MAY
BH U19B 5 -1

HOCKEY - FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS 27 MAY

Come and support our teams at the last fixtures of the term vs Hottentots Holland High
School on Friday 27 May.
14:30 U16A Boys
15:20 U16A Girls
16:10 U19A Boys
17:10 U19A Girls

SOCCER VS CLOETESVILLE (HOME) WEDNESDAY 25 MAY
U15 2-2
U19 1-3

NETBALL VS PAARL GHS (HOME) WEDNESDAY 25 MAY
BH U14A vs GHS U14G lost 4-15
BH U15A vs GHS U14G won 20-2
BH U19A vs GHS U17C lost 10-32
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VOLUNTARY COLLEGE SPORT PROGRAMME:
MONDAY 30 MAY - TUESDAY 14 JUNE
Monday 30 May
Fitness 15:00 - 16:00
Netball 15:00 - 16:00
Soccer 15:00 - 16:00
Tuesday 31 May
Hockey 15:00 - 16:00
Wednesday 1 June
Fitness 15:00 - 16:00
Netball 15:00 - 16:00
Soccer 15:00 - 16:00
Thursday 2 June
Hockey 15:00 - 16:00
Monday 6 June
Fitness 12:30 - 13:30
Soccer 12:30 - 13:30
Netball 12:30 - 13:30
Tuesday 7 June
Hockey 12:30 - 13:30
Wednesday 8 June
Fitness 12:30 - 13:30
Soccer 12:30 - 13:30
Netball 12:30 - 13:30
Thursday 9 June
Hockey 12:30 - 13:30
Monday 13 June
Fitness 12:30 - 13:30
Soccer 12:30 - 13:30
Netball 12:30 - 13:30
Tuesday 14 June
Hockey 12:30 - 13:30
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60 Minutes with the Heads - Monday 30 May

The agenda for the 60 Minutes with the Heads meeting on Monday in the Learning Commons
at 08h10 is as follows:
Sport Communication in the Prep School
Netball coaching (Prep School)
Short term international students
Boarding: outings, environment, mentors, rules and regulations, newsletters
Parents interested in these agenda items are welcome to come along and participate in the
conversation.

Grade 6 and 7 Parent Tours of the College

Grade 6 and 7 Parents are invited to join the College Management Team in a Q & A session
followed by a tour of the College on Tuesday 31 May. Please RSVP Cheryl
chewit@bridgehouse.org.za if you would like to attend.

Uniform Shop Trading Hours
30 May to 3 June 2022

