BURSARY
FOUNDATION

OUR VISION

Over a hundred students have had their education funded by bursaries at Bridge
House since the school was established.
These donations were made possible both by kind support from individuals and
via generous corporate funding. These bursaries have made a tangible
difference to the lives of so many children from our community and we reflect
with pride on the many successes that these students have achieved.
As we relaunch our Bursary Foundation, we have set ambitious, but we hope
achievable targets.

Our Vision is to introduce eight new bursary
students each year. All will be offered the
opportunity to board at the school and all will have
a full holistic educational offering encompassing
everything that Bridge House has to offer.
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OUR
COMMITMENT

Our commitment to these students and our donors is to give the
students a first-class, quality education that will equip them to thrive in
the challenges of our rapidly changing world.
This is just the starting point though. We will establish a system
whereby past recipients act as mentors to current recipients and also
facilitate external mentors to guide students as they progress through
the school and on to tertiary funding.
We will commit to helping each child fulfil their potential in tertiary
education as well as at Bridge House.
We will establish a new programme for bursary students in G10-12 of
work shadowing, work experience and formal internships to ensure that
they have a broadly populated CV when they leave our school as well
as excellent academic results.

PAST STUDENT
FUTURE LEADER
Claude van Wyk

Claude van Wyk matriculated at Bridge
House in 2005, where he was Deputy Head
Boy and excelled academically, at sport and
in the dramatic arts.
He has a master’s degree in
International Relations and Affairs
from Stellenbosch University and
was a Senior Policy Advisor to the
Kingdom of The Netherlands
Consulate General in Cape Town.
He is now the Deputy Director:
International Relations, Western
Cape Goverment
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As a young boy in Grade 8, I was afforded the amazing opportunity of being
awarded a bursary to attend Bridge House. I was offered a bursary for five
years and this changed my life as well as the lives of my immediate family
members. I say this because I came from a single-parent household headed
by a single mother with three children where I am the middle child.
The bursary alleviated much of the financial pressure on my mother, who was
determined to give us an excellent education and it meant that my two
siblings could attend good model C schools while I attended an IEB school.
Besides assisting with the financial burden, I was also afforded incredible
opportunities just by virtue of attending a young independent world-class
school like Bridge House. These benefits stemmed from receiving tailormade
attention from the most dedicated educators across all teaching disciplines;
experiencing new sports disciplines in world-class facilities; being able to
indulge my love for culture in a theatre of our own; being afforded the
opportunity of travelling abroad after concluding my school career; attending
university and building and maintaining life-long friendships and networks,
which I may never have been exposed to. I grabbed these opportunities with
both hands and am happy to say that I excelled academically, culturally and
at provincial and national level in sport.
I am now a young, well-educated man with a family of my own, still ambitious
to the core and ever grateful for the opportunity of attending Bridge House.
Bridge House provided me with a solid foundation to excel in life and has
enabled me to provide the same foundation for my daughter.
Connect on LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/in/claude-van-wyk19557698

PAST STUDENT
FUTURE LEADER
Ephraim Gordon

Ephraim Gordon joined Bridge House as a bursary
student in Grade 8 and established himself as a
leader from the beginning. He was elected Head
Boy at Bridge House in 2005 and at the end of his
Matric year, his peers described him as having
made “a momentous impact on our lives.” He was
awarded the Bridge House Values award, one of
the top awards at Bridge House, and the Fellowship
Award, which is determined by a vote of all the
College students. Ephraim went on to achieve a
degree in Theatre and Performance from the
University of Cape Town in 2009 and has won
many awards and achieved major successes in the
field of acting, producing and directing for stage,
TV and film.
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The bursary initiatives by Bridge House and its donors have made it
possible for many of us, otherwise destined for the uncertainty of an
overcrowded and underfunded state education to receive an education
of excellence. For me, the impossible suddenly seemed possible and
became more possible each day while I was at Bridge House.
Welcoming individuals who would otherwise not be able to afford this
quality education and enabling them to abandon the limitations
brought about by the lack of the most basic resources at their existing
schools, is the first step towards sparking the flame of success.
At Bridge House, I had the opportunity of going on an international
exchange. My idea of the world changed; my view expanded; I made
friends from other parts of the world and realised for the very first time
that the world is my oyster waiting for me to claim my place in it.
With the advantage of an excellent education, we were encouraged to
do everything in our power and use all the tools at our disposal to
change our world. And, at Bridge House, this is exactly what students
are equipped to do, change the world.
As a young film director and producer, I try do exactly that - tell stories
that in some way can contribute to changing our world.
Connect on LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/in/ephraim-gordon32570839/

PAST STUDENT
FUTURE LEADER
Monique Williams
Monique Williams matriculated at
Bridge House in 2018, where she
achieved both academic and cultural
awards and participated in a number
of sports.

In Grade 12, she was awarded a
Leadership Award. She served as
Secretary of the Interact Club and
achieved Bronze and Silver President’s
Awards while at school and continued
on to achieve a Gold Level Award after
she left Bridge House.
She is now studying law at
Stellenbosch University.
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I started my high school career at Bridge House in Grade 8 and from the outset, I
knew that it was the perfect environment for me in which to grow and learn as a
young adult. It is the school’s vision for the future and how its students come to
see themselves in that world – as well-rounded, global citizens – that motivated
me to work hard and remain steadfast in my journey at Bridge House.
I faced many challenges coming from a small community where many people,
my parents included, struggled financially and I had to adjust to the school’s
culture and method of learning. However, I found a new home in Bridge House
where I could be free to be a young adult, learn new skills through people who
were highly educated in their respective fields and who encouraged me and
looked beyond my background to see the potential.
I think the most important thing for me as a bursary student was that Bridge
House offered me a future. The dedicated staff, as well as the experiences I had
while at school opened my eyes to greater possibilities. My most significant
experiences at Bridge House included completing the President’s Award Gold
Level, having music lessons, going on a cultural tour in Europe, my student
exchange experience in India and performing in school plays. All of which, I would
never have experienced at any other school.
Today I am a third-year BA Law student at Stellenbosch University. Bridge House
in its diversity of students and opportunities, helped me to adjust to university life,
both in residence and academically. I hope one day to create the means to
provide students like me with the same opportunities that I had at Bridge House.
Connect on LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/in/monique-williams9a281a1a6

GET
INVOLVED
“Every Rand Counts"

We hope that you will be inspired to join us in helping to create
opportunities for students from our community to benefit from a
Bridge House education. We offer many different paths to do so.
For individuals, you can choose to join one of our tiered giving
clubs with regular monthly donations and no amount is too
small. We are starting with the principle that “every Rand counts”.
You may decide to link with families and friends to effectively
“crowdfund” a particular bursary. You may decide to follow the
paths of previous donors and have a named bursary so that
your family is closely associated with the progress of a particular
student. All donations are eligible for s18 tax certificates. For
corporates, there are many different reasons to get involved but
our Foundation offers BBB-EE advantages and tax benefits.
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FOUNDERS'
CLUB

NETWORKING
CLUB

COFFEE
CLUB

COFFEE CLUB

Do you have money for one coffee this week?
By giving up one coffee per week, you could help make a
difference in a child's life.
An example of the power of collective giving:

ZAR25

PER WEEK
12 MONTHS
1000 PEOPLE

ZAR25

PER WEEK
12 MONTHS
500 PEOPLE

R650,000

ZAR25

PER WEEK
12 MONTHS
100 PEOPLE

R130,000
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R1,300,000

THE POWER
OF
COLLECTIVE
GIVING

NETWORKING CLUB

Not only will you be contributing towards a child's future; this community's future;
this country's future; YOUR future, but you will be part of the exclusive Networking
Club. You will receive newsletters and be invited to attend networking events and
exclusive functions in the valley.
An example of the difference we could make together:

10 people contribute

R36,000pa
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One college student's full schooling,
boarding and extra-curriculum
activities for one year

FOUNDERS'
CLUB

Looking for a place to make a difference; to give
someone the gift of a bright future; to impact our
community, or to contribute towards our futures?
Tax advantages and BBB-EE* points are available for
all donations.
Please consider the difference you can make by
contributing to the Bridge House Bursary Foundation.
Contact our Bursar Janis Christian for further details.
We will work in partnership with you to make sure
your requirements are met.
* All BBB-EE Certificates and Beneficiary Validation reports are
available.
All bursary students are from previously disadvantaged families
and are from our surrounding areas.
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GET
INVOLVED
NOW

Contact us at bursaries@bridgehouse.org.za to find out
more about the finance options or to get involved and make
our world a better place.
Payment options for both once-off or recurring include:
EFT
Snapscan
School monthly account
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Financial
Contributions
Mentoring
Internships
Other Ideas?

You can make
a difference.
Will you?

Create a
lasting legacy
together
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