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Matric Dance 2022

One of the most eagerly awaited occasions for Matrics in their final year at school is the Matric
Dance. This year, the dance took place in the last week of Term 1. The theme was "The Garden of Eden"
and the garden location in Franschhoek remained a secret surprise until the Matrics were transported
to the venue on the evening. The red carpet arrivals with canapés and drinks took place at the
Theatre at school with a large contingent of parents, students and staff to welcome the students
arriving in their finery.
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Letter from the Head

A warm welcome to the start of the 2nd term – I trust that you enjoyed a lovely holiday with your
children and managed to relax and recharge during this time.
The new term has started well and there is a happy and busy vibe around the campus. We have just
received confirmation from ISASA (the Independent Schools Association of Southern Africa) that
Covid screening is no longer required at schools, so the early morning mandatory temperature
taking, that had become part of our daily routine for the last couple of years, has come to an end.
Despite these relaxed regulations, it is important that we continue to be cautious and sensible with
our mask wearing and hygiene practices.
More good news is that our major capex project, a hybrid standby power system, is moments away
from completion. A combination of solar and generator units is in place to ensure that, in the event of
Eskom load-shedding or an unscheduled disruption to the electricity supply, our school will be able to
operate without disruption.

The solar PV panels have been installed on the north-facing roof of the school’s sports hall and these
72 panels will supply a portion of our daytime electricity consumption on sunny days. The solar panels
are linked, via a smart control system, to allow for a hybrid blend of solar and generator power, as the
demands and inputs vary during the day and night. The intention is to increase the solar PV
proportion of this hybrid energy model over time.
On a different note, it is very encouraging to see that our winter sports programme is well underway
and so many children are taking advantage of all that is on offer. Our extramural cultural offering is
also in full swing and keeping our youngsters engaged in the afternoons. We are particularly looking
forward to watching the College drama production, Blithe Spirit, taking place next month.
Wishing you all a happy and rewarding 2nd term.
Take care.
David Clark
Head of School

The Bridge House Family
Welcome

At the start of the new term, we welcomed two new teachers to the
Prep School.
Mrs Shelley Ansell joined Grade 3 as the replacement class teacher
for Mrs Oberholzer. She joins Mrs Michele Willard to make up the
Grade 3 teaching team. Shelley comes with a wealth of experience
having taught both abroad and locally. She joins us from the King
School in Cape Town and is relocating to Franschhoek with her
husband, Dave.

Ms Sarah Rich joined the Prep in a Senior Primary position. Sarah
steps into Mrs Siobhan Blaine’s teaching role while she is away on
maternity leave. Sarah is an experienced teacher who has taught
in KZN for many years and has recently relocated to the Boland.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Ms Lerato
Maffa who married Danny
Maronga in the holidays. Ms
Maffa is now Mrs Maronga. We
wish Lerato and Danny all the
best as they start this chapter
of their lives as man and wife.
Another happy occasion took
place during the holidays with
the birth of Willow Blaine.
Congratulations to the proud
parents, Bruce and Siobhan
Blaine!

The Wider Curriculum - Matric Orange River Trip

Because of the pandemic, the traditional Matric Orange River trip has not taken place for the past two
years. This was very disappointing for the Matrics of 2020 and 2021 but this year the Matrics have the
memories of a fantastic Orange River holiday to add to their final year of school experiences. The river
was very full and fast flowing and they had beautiful landscapes, good fishing and easy paddling to
enjoy. Thank you to the staff who accompanied them: Mr Heinen, Mr and Mrs Maré, Mr Tristan Jones
and Mr Kobus Roux. And, a huge thank you to Mrs D for the organisation of the trip!

The Wider Curriculum is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

The Wider Curriculum - English and Art

In the last week of last term, the Grade 12 English and Art students visited the Zeitz Mocaa
and National Gallery Museum as a way to celebrate art made in and about, Africa. The
English students will use the powerful work by Johannes Phokela as the start of a creative
writing piece about social justice, African history and the reframing of colonial
representations of Africa and its people. Students explored a variety of artworks by
prominent South African and African artists such as Tracy Rose, Johannes Pokela, Nicolas
Hlobo, Alfredo Jaar and Thania Petersen among others. Art students had an opportunity to
develop their visual literacy skills as they researched and developed content for their
examinations.
Ms Chelsea van Lieshout
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The Wider Curriculum - World Languages

This week, after missing out on outings last year, we finally had the opportunity of taking our
Grade 11 and 12 World Language students on their annual outing. We were German and
French “tourists" enjoying the beautiful City of Cape Town from the comfort of the City
Sightseeing Red Bus. Not even the rain showers could deter us from having a blast!
Driving through the city centre while listening to the interesting information in our various
Second Additional Languages, we learnt about Fynbos, the Bo-Kaap, Cape Town's history
and its colourful cultural, ethnic and linguistic background. We were even granted five
minutes without a single drop of rain to appreciate the beautiful view from Table Mountain.
Returning via Camps Bay with the ocean as our backdrop, we were again reminded of the
privilege of being able to call this magical place our home.
Thank you to Frau Hennes, Monsieur Coetzer and Frau Kapp for accompanying us.
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The Wider Curriculum - Grade 9 Outward Bound

On their return from the Outward Bound Camp on the last day of last term, the Grade 9s
were rung in by the College students. This is the tradition after this challenging camp. At the
camp, students were divided into groups and together with their facilitator hiked, carried and
cooked their own food, climbed and abseiled, built rafts and spent some time working on
eradicating alien vegetation in the area. All the activities involve personal challenges, team
building, bonding, co-operation, collaboration and learning to work together.
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Grade 9 Outward Bound continued ...

Pre-primary News

Here is a peep into our first week back at school, a
cold but happy start!

Welcome!

We extend a special
welcome to Leila Peters
and her family. Leila
has joined the Grade
000 group.

The Grade 0s and 00s are enjoying the
vertical Lego boards that have been
installed in the pre-primary quad.

The Grade 0s have been revising their letters and sounds using the new whisper phones
which really amplify the correct sound that the letters represent.

Cool to Be Me

The Grade 1s were introduced to the Cool to Be Me Programme this week. They enjoyed
retelling the first story called "Feelings", using finger puppets they had made.
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Mieliepap, an authentic, comforting South African
breakfast. Do you like it?

After two years of Covid restrictions that prevented us doing productions and live
performances, it is with great excitement and pride that we invite you to our upcoming
College Production, Blithe Spirit. This hilarious and off the wall comedy promises to entertain
and delight! Ticket bookings will open on Monday, 11 April and tickets will be available at
College Reception. Don’t miss out on this fabulous show which will be on for two nights only:
19 May tickets - R100 and on 20 May, enjoy a show and a three-course dinner for R250.
Culture & Creativity is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Alumni News

Four of our recent Alumni graduates are:

Lucca Naudé (Matric 2018) graduated with
a Bachelor of Science in Human Life
Science, with Psychology. Her Dad, Gys
Naudé is Chairman of the Bridge House
Board of Directors

Kaila Fourie (Matric 2015) graduated
recently from UCT with a BBusSci, PG Dip
in AcSci.

Monique Williams (Matric 2018) graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts (Law). Seen here
with one of her past teachers, Jane Parry.

Lara Wessels (Matric 2016) graduated with
an LLM in Intellectual Property Law. Lara's
Mum, Jennie, is a past teacher at Bridge
House and her Dad, Phillip, was Chairman
of the Trust for a period of time.

Interact: Easter Egg Drive 2022

Interact is running its annual Easter Egg Drive and 2022 is as important a year as ever for us
to make a small difference to the Easter celebrations for the children of Wemmershoek
Primary. Our drive is shorter than usual due to the unusual position of Easter on the timetable,
so we appeal to you to make an extra effort to remember to buy your generous donations of
boxes or strings of marshmallow eggs over the weekend. The drive will come to an end next
Wednesday 13 April for us to deliver the eggs on Thursday.
Please drop off your donations at College Reception. Thank you!

Prep Sport
Swimming

Noah Taylor took part in the SA Regional Level 3 Swimming Gala that was held in George
during the school holidays. The gala was full of fierce competition as swimmers from all over
the Western Cape had to qualify to compete at this gala.
We are very proud to announce Noah Taylor's overall results:
1. 200 Free
2. 100 Breast
3. 50 Back
4. 100 Free
5. 50 Breast
6. 200 IM
7. 50 Free

8th
PB
13th PB
15th PB
16th PB
14th
17th PB
15th PB

Reuben Grobler took part in the SA Regionals Level 2 Swimming Gala which took place in
Malmesbury over the school holidays.
Reuben did exceptionally well at this Gala and achieved the following results:
1. 200 Free
2. 50 Back
3. 100 Free
4. 200 IM
5. 50 Free
6. 100 Back
7. 50 Fly

7th
2nd
7th
5th
5th
7th
4th

PB (personal best time)
PB
PB
PB
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Prep Sport
Upcoming Events

Saturday 9 April
Hockey Clinic at Bridge House
Monday, 11 April
U13 Boys and Girls Hockey at Noord-Eind Primary
Tuesday, 12 April
U9 - 13 Soccer vs Wellington Prep & Idas Valley Primary at Bridge House
Wednesday, 13 April
U9-13 Boys Hockey vs Paarl Boys Bridge House
Below: Soccer training with Coach Cuthbert
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College Sport

Girls Hockey - Milnerton Hockey
Festival
During the first weekend of the holidays, the girls
first hockey team participated in the Milnerton
hockey festival. This is a very young team that
played good hockey and achieved excellent
results.
Reddam Durbanville: Bridge House won 1-0
Curro Langebaan: Bridge House won 3-0
Milnerton High School: Bridge House won 1-0
Elkanah: Drew 0-0
Thank you to Mr Andrew Jones (coach) and Mrs
D (manager) for accompanying the team as
well as the parents for their enthusiastic support.

Boys book their tickets to
international soccer trials

Jack Wells and Harrison Warner recently attended trials run
by BT Football Recruitment Agency and, as part of their
talent recruitment, were both selected for a local
programme, followed by a European tour to play
international clubs
Harrison will be going on tour to Slovenia in December, whilst
Jack will tour to Spain in September this year. We wish the
boys all the best as they continue to prepare for this
experience and look forward to hearing of their progress.
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Equestrian

Jayd Bassi-Hanssen competed
in the Western Cape Junior
Show
Jumping
Open
Championship in George on 21
March. She came 3rd overall
with her horse, Quick Step, and
5th with Havanna. Well done,
Jayd!

Cricket

During the holidays, Liam Daniels performed well on the Cricket field. Liam participated in the
U17 CPL tournament from 13 - 28 March. His top score was 55 off 27 balls, with 5 fours and 3
sixes, against the Dragons. Well done, Liam!

COLLEGE SPORTS FIXTURES FOR THE WEEK AHEAD

Wednesday 13 April
Soccer vs Makapula (away)
Netball vs Paarl Gymnasium (home)
Cross country Boland League meeting at Huguenot HS
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Uniform Shop Hours 11 - 14 April

************************************************************************************************
Advertisement

Private Tutoring Available

I am a second year medical student offering after-school tuition for Maths and Science, either inperson or online from Senior Primary through to Matric.
Previous academic experience:
3 years of tuition experience
Matric
-98% for Mathematics
-87% for AP Mathematics
Bachelor of Science
-95% for Mathematics
-88% for Physics
-86% for Chemistry
Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery (1)
-6 distinctions
For more information, please do not hesitate to contact Paulo da Costa!
cellphone: 0818982892
Email: pauloluca.dacosta@gmail.com

