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Pre-Primary and Junior Primary Open Doors Morning

Having access to all the School's facilities (sports fields, gym, pools, Learning Commons, etc.) is
such an advantage for our Pre-school children. Very few Pre-schools have the use of Prep and
College facilities on one campus as we do. Our Pre-Primary is a beautiful custom-built school
with well-equipped classrooms that are spacious, light and bright, with wide verandahs and a
huge, grassed play area filled with exciting equipment. This provides our children with ample
space to learn and develop. It is a very happy space and we have happy children!
Our Pre-schoolers even get to go on outings! The Grade 00 theme for the week was farm
animals and they went to the Farm Sanctuary in Franschhoek to experience first-hand what farm
animals eat, where they sleep, and how they interact. The children loved feeding the animals,
and seeing where the chickens roost and lay their eggs. For many of our children, it was their first
time traveling on a bus, so that alone was a big adventure.
On 10 May, our Pre-primary is opening its doors to parents who are interested in enrolling their
children (see advert on page 14). Please spread the news about both the Pre-Primary and Junior
Primary Open Doors Morning to friends and family who may be interested in enrolling their
children in these phases.
22 April 2022

Grade 00s visit the farm

To Dribble
or
Not to Dribble?
Every year, as the winter sports season starts,
I along with the rest of the coaches look
forward to taking on the challenge of a new
season. An aspect of coaching that I
particularly enjoy is contributing to shaping a
team culture and unpacking the various
dynamics at play within a team environment.
A big part of this is formulating and
discussing what we are trying to achieve as
a team and how we go about deciding on
what works for us as a team, underpinned by
identifying our unique individual and
collective strengths around which we can
structure our game plan.
A specific aspect in this formative stage,
which creates a healthy debate, is when I
pose the question: When should we dribble
with the ball: should we dribble when we are
in trouble (i.e. opposition players are within
proximity of the ball and there is a high
likelihood that they can dispossess us)? OR
should we dribble when we are out of trouble
(open spaces and limited risk of losing the
ball)?
There are several aspects or angles that
could be considered when answering this
and, for the sake of conciseness, I will limit it
to a few thoughts.
The default response to this question is
usually that it is better to dribble when out of
trouble as there is very little to lose
(especially possession), and it makes more
sense to dribble when you have time and
space to use your skills. It is at this point that
the learning opportunity calls out, as I enjoy
challenging this idea.

My take on this is why would you dribble with
the ball when in space, as it limits the role of
your teammates to passive participants?
How does using your skills in this situation
add to the value of the team? Somewhat
counterintuitively I encourage the players to
dribble when they are in trouble, as using
their skills in these situations creates a
higher likelihood of getting out of trouble,
with the hope of a positive outcome for the
team. Not only does this improve or enhance
anticipation and awareness when we have
time and space on the ball, but it also shifts
the focus from individual needs to team
goals.
This is not a quick process, and it takes
regular reminders that, collectively, we are all
better players if we move the ball into areas
of the field where we can play to our
strengths, rather than relying on instinctive
desire to impress/show off and shift our
thinking to one in which we are more aware
of what is in front of us. This allows us to
access a range of other skills and, by setting
these parameters in place, it enhances our
thinking as a team.

To dribble or not to dribble continued ...
In so many areas of life where our actions and motives are driven by a pursuit of selfinterest, it is our responsibility to stop and consider how different the outcome could be if we
acknowledge that we have strengths to offer, but this should not be at the heart of what of
we are doing so that we lose sight of the bigger picture. Being willing to connect with those in
our environment (or teams) and in so doing creating a culture of awareness and shifting to
a position of meaningful contribution, helps activate the power of synergy.
Enough of criticising the dribblers! It would be remiss of me not to balance this article by
acknowledging the undoubted benefits of dribbling! In the younger years it is an essential
part of developing self-confidence, creativity, quick thinking under pressure, and great skill on
the ball.
For both the dribblers and the non-dribblers, I encourage you all to train hard, give of your
best and strive to become better people because of your increased situational awareness
and understanding of what you can offer and contribute positively to those around you.
Mr Andrew Jones
College Deputy Head: Sport, Boarding and Wider Curriculum

Grade 000s had a fruit tasting
The Grade 000s are learning about fruit and vegetables. They had a fruit tasting and a good
laugh at all the funny faces when they tasted the sour fruits like lemon and granadilla.

The Grade 2s are doing Maths

The Grade 2s are measuring with non-standard units and comparing in order to determine how
much longer one object is than another. They had fun measuring their desks using Six Bricks. They
then searched for items that were 12 bricks high and even measured hockey sticks!

Alumni News
Congratulations to Ryan Hill (Matric 2008) who has been
appointed as Music Liason Manager for Festival Republic,
one of the biggest Festival Music companies in Europe
https://www.festivalrepublic.com/

Meanwhile, Ryan's twin brother Jordan Hill
(Matric 2008) who is teaching in Shanghai,
China, is having a very different experience.
There is a very strict lockdown in Shanghai
at present and citizens are not allowed to
leave their homes for any reason.

Jordan has volunteered to help with deliveries
which means he gets some fresh air and is
able to leave his home. Another of our alumni,
Sean Dendy Young, also living in Shanghai with
his partner and baby has not been able to
leave his apartment for fear of catching Covid
which would mean being separated from his
child.

In other Alumni news, have a look at the
video about Kurt Maske (Matric 2009) on
the School's Facebook page. Kurt did a
BHSc Advanced Life Support at Durban
University of Technology and works as a
paramedic for ER24. Over and above this,
he is a stalwart in the Franschhoek
Community responding voluntarily to
every type of emergency possible. He is
also a police reservist and is out there
protecting citizens day and night.

"Only health-care workers, delivery drivers
and volunteers can move freely. Robots
patrolling the street encourage residents to
disinfect their homes, avoid gatherings and
“remain civilized”. The rest of the city must
stay home under orders enforced by
community workers and police. Drones fly
above, communicating with the public or
sometimes delivering medicine to the elderly
— adding to the eerie emptiness of a city on
pause.” - Washington Post

Financial Course for Young Investors
.

The Grade 10s had the privilege of listening to Mr
Cobus Kruger from Citadel Wealth Management
who introduced them to the new Grade 10
Financial Literacy accredited course. This course
aims to equip students with basic financial skills.
It will cover topics from money, to the economy
and investing.
The Grade 10s will be completing the course
during their ORT lessons with the help of the
teachers in the Commerce Department.
Grade 11 and Grade 12 students are welcome to
register for the course and complete it in their
own time.
Students can go and see Mrs Loubser in the
Commerce department for additional
information.

Have you booked?
Only two shows!
Tickets on sale at College Reception
Culture & Creativity is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Prep Sport
Hockey:

Our U9-13 A and B teams enjoyed a fantastic afternoon of hockey against Courtrai Primary
on Wednesday. With sixteen Bridge House teams taking part in the fixture, the games were
spread across both the Astro and grass fields. With this being our first outing for the girls
teams and second for the boys, our junior teams performed particularly well. A special
mention to our U10 boys who managed convincing victories in both the A and B teams.
The U11 group is progressing well and starting to play some attractive hockey. The boys A
team managed a good win, with the B team drawing even in their game.
The U13 teams had a tougher outing against strong opposition, although they fought hard
until the very end. We wish teams out at the Somerset House tournament this weekend the
best of luck. Enjoy the games!

Equestrian News

Good luck to the following riders who are taking part in the second SANESA qualifier at Europa
this weekend:
Alessia Dowle, Hannah Pearce, Holly Reid, Hiro Holden-Manz, Myrthe Mellema, Sophia Malan,
Rylee Gradwell, Kate Rawson, Khloe Rawson, Ella Cook and
Vittoria Maniora
We wish you a safe and successful show!

Netball

Congratulations to Grace Ayford on her selection to the third round
of Boland Netball trials. We wish her all the best for the next
challenge.
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Soccer

Our soccer players played against St Idas Primary and William Lloyd Primary on Tuesday. The
U9 team had a brilliant match winning 3 - 0, with Jack du Plessis, Chase Cornish and Edwin
Stafford-Northcote scoring the goals. Well done!
The U11s played against William Lloyd. They drew 2 - 2, with Lewis van Hoof scoring a long
distance goal from the middle of the pitch. Charlie Wells created the opportunity from a
distance, assisting with Lorenzo Matos heading in our second goal. The U11s also played
against William Lloyd Primary, drawing their game 2 - 2.
The U13 teams played against both St Idas and William Lloyd Primary, winning the first game 1
- 0 but unfortunately going down in the second game.

Upcoming Fixtures
Monday, 25 April
Hockey
Paarl Girls U11 Festival (away)
Paarl Boys U11 Festival (away)
Tuesday,26 April
Soccer
Paulus Joubert Primary (U9,U11 & U13) (Bridge House)
Pieter Langeveldt Primary (U9,U11 & U13) (Bridge House)
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

College Sport

Two Oceans Half Marathon

Congratulations to Mr Andrew Jones, Isabella Hopkirk, Nicara Diedericks, Thomas Doherty and
Nicholas Yolland who all completed the Two Oceans Half Marathon on Saturday of the Easter
weekend

Cape Ultra Triathlon

Nicara Diedericks came second in the U19
category of the Cape Ultra triathlon. Well
done, Nicara!

Soccer vs Luckhoff

Bridge House welcomed Luckhoff High School to our soccer fields this week and it was a
competitive affair. Our U15s and U17s gave their all in heavy defeats on the day. The U19s
were positive, and recorded their first win of the competitive season, beating a fast and fiery
Luckhoff team 3-2. Captain, Wilson Julio, scored two goals with Joshua De Jongh putting us
out of reach in the last few moments with the score at 3-1. A consolation goal was scored
but the boys fought hard until the end to hold the result.
U15 lost 1-7, U17 lost 0-12, U19 won 3-2
Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

College Sport continued ...
Endurocad Women's Empowerment
Programme
Jemma Boulton and Nicola de Jongh competed in the
Endurocad
four-kilometre
time
trial
held
at
Stellenbosch High School. They did very well and
completed the course in the company of Elana van Zyl
Meyer and Zola Budd who are both legends in the elite
group of South African athletics Olympians and
champions.

Equestrian - SANESA
Good luck to the following riders taking part in the second SANESA qualifier at Europa this
weekend:
Josephine Matthysen
Olivia Clode
Jessica Pethick
Sarah Pethick and
Amelia Ansley
We wish you a safe and successful show!

South African Outdoor Grand Prix
Holly Smith qualified and competed in her first 1.35m championship class on the final day of
the South African Outdoor Grand Prix. She did not place but was the youngest in her class
and proved she’s one to watch over the next few months/years. Well done, Holly.

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Girls Hockey vs La Rochelle

The 1st girls and U16 hockey teams kicked off their winter sport season with a tough fixture against the
La Rochelle 1st team and U16A. For our U16s, this was their first outing for the season and it was very
encouraging to see how they worked together and looked to connect their passes and focused on
keeping their team structure. La Rochelle scored first after which Georgia Ekermans scored the
equaliser shortly afterwards. It was a game determined in the midfield battle and La Rochelle were
more alert and played with greater awareness. Our defence was solid for most of the match and
some minor lapses in concentration allowed La Rochelle to score. I have no doubt that the girls will
have learnt from the experience and we look forward to them continuing to play good hockey as the
season develops.
Guts, grit and determination are what defined our 1st girls' performance in what was without a doubt
the toughest match this season (out of their 9 matches played so far). Credit to La Rochelle for
playing with high intensity and a very high skill level which tested our defensive structures the entire
game. La Rochelle scored a terrific 1st goal, shooting it into the top right corner. We came back
strongly and continued to look to connect in the midfield and our forwards put their defenders under
pressure. As the game developed more was asked of our defence and Jessica Pethick pulled off
some terrific saves in goal and our captain, Mackensie Taylor, vice-captain Tabitha Lyne along with
our other two defenders Jo Matthysen and Jemma Boulton time and again won their individual
battles and were unrelenting in shutting down any attacks. La Rochelle did score a second goal and
that was to be the last goal scored. Credit to each player in the squad for their work ethic and
commitment which came through so strongly and their never-say-die approach was evident to all
who enjoyed watching this match.
Mr Andrew Jones

Boys Hockey vs Paul Roos Gymnasium
BH Open team vs PRG U19E won 4-0

College Sports Fixtures for the week ahead

Saturday 23 April
Hockey and netball vs Curro Hermanus and Curro Langebaan (home)
Monday 25 April
Netball (U14A, U15A & U19A) vs Charleston Hill (away-Paarl)
Soccer U19A vs Simondium Private School (home)

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Playschool,
Pre-Primary and
Junior Primary
Open Doors
Morning
Please invite friends and
family members who may be
interested in enrolling their
children in our Playschool,
Pre-Primary
or
Junior
Primary.
Bridge House Grade 0 and
00 Parents are invited to the
Junior Primary Open Doors
Morning.
RSVP to Sam Ruiters before 6
May.

Section 18A Tax Donation Certificates

During this week you will have received your Section 18A Tax Donation Certificate for the
period March 2021 to February 2022. These contributions are paid to the Capital
Development Levy by every student enrolled at Bridge House, either as a once-off
contribution or invoiced to your account per term or per month, over a three year period.
Please ensure the details on the certificate are correct and keep the certificate for your
records and submission to SARS.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION REQUIRED REGARDING YOUR CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT LEVY
A section 18A receipt is issued for an eligible donation that is solely and exclusively used for
that Public Benefit Organisation, in this case, Bridge House School. This document is a receipt
and will entitle the donor to claim a deduction from their taxable income for the period of the
donation. This document will need to be submitted with your annual tax return.

Bursary Fund Donations

Please note that Bridge House can give the Section 18A certificates for donations to our
Bursary Fund. Follow the link below to read the brochure and find out about the options for
donating.
https://www.bridgehouse.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Bursary-Foundation-Brochure.pdf

Freedom Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 27 April is Freedom Day and a public holiday. Enjoy the day off!

Thank You!

Last week's Easter Egg Drive organised by Interact was
a huge success thanks to you, our school community.
Your generosity made it possible for us to give a small
bundle of eggs to each student and teacher at
Wemmershoek Primary School, and we were also able
to offer eggs to all our ground staff, Origin staff and
others here at Bridge House. Headmaster of
Wemmershoek, Mr Chris Boonzaaier, popped in to the
College on Tuesday morning to personally pass on his
thanks to Bridge House on behalf of the school.

Uniform Shop Trading Hours for next week
25 April to 29 April
Please note the trading hours are different in the weeks where there are
public holidays. See the table at the bottom for the normal trading hours in
weeks without public holidays.

https://www.pamgolding.co.za/property-search/partnership-current-listings/DGJA

Remember to Swipe
your MySchool card

