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Just imagine a day of celebration and fun for all our students, from the youngest to the oldest. Just
imagine a charming performance by our littlest people in assembly. Just imagine a boom-whacking
percussion session to make music in our Theatre. Just imagine a Collect-a-Run involving the whole
school, with a collection of ice lollies, Hawaiian leis, yo-yos, bucket hats and bags. Just imagine all
sorts of fun activities, including a photo booth and jumping castles. Just imagine a delicious picnic of
chicken burgers and chocolate brownies. You are imagining Bridge House's 27th Birthday Founders'
Day! 

Thank you to the parents for organising and manning the fabulous Collect-a-Run and to everyone
who took part so enthusiastically. There will be more in the newsletter about the event next week. Look
out for photos in our social media. 

Founders' Day 2022 - Just Imagine!
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In the words of the founder of the
Round Square Organisation, Kurt Hahn,
“I regard it as the foremost task of
education to ensure the survival of
these qualities: an enterprising
curiosity, an undefeatable spirit,
tenacity in pursuit, readiness for
sensible self denial, and above all,
compassion.” These ideas underpin the
Wider Classroom philosophy at Bridge
House where we believe in offering
activities outside of the classroom walls
for our students to develop skills
enabling them to realise their potential.

On a rainy Wednesday morning, the
Grade 4s visited the Franschhoek
Museum and monument. They learnt
about the history of our area and how
the Huguenots fled France to settle in
our beautiful valley. They were taught
the symbolism behind the Franschhoek
Monument and how it came to be.
After visiting the Franschhoek Museum,
they travelled to Paarl and learned
more about the origins of the Afrikaans
language. Using all this  knowledge
about monuments, the way they are
constructed and the symbolism behind
each element, they sat down to design
their own family monuments to be
used in a Design and Technology
project later in the week. After the 'work'
was finished they enjoyed lunch on the
beautiful lawns at the Taal Monument.

Outings and the Wider Curriculum
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And so, another Founders’ Day has dawned. Another chance to celebrate, reminisce, and reflect on our amazing
school. 

Bridge House, how far you have come! No, it’s not a 10th, 21st or even a 25th - much less a 50th (yet) - but
each year affords us a chance to acknowledge our school for the special place it is. The foresight, optimism
and sheer ‘gumption’ of our Founding Families should never be taken for granted, hence celebrating Founders’
Day provides the opportunity to pause, and be grateful. 

Of course, the fact that the way we ‘do’ Founders’ Day at Bridge House speaks volumes to our values, practices
and ethos: such a celebration must (and does) resonate with what the beneficiaries of this school hold dear. A
little bit of formality, a birthday cake and picnic, and a great deal of joie de vivre. Today’s celebration is no
different. With the Bridge House Mile tomorrow, it truly is a weekend of outdoor and active celebration! 

A steady trickle of new families make appointments to visit Bridge House with the intention of reserving places
for their children, and most mention how they have “heard of us” from families at the school, friends,
acquaintances, even work colleagues. WOM - word of mouth - is powerful. As these and any other visitors walk
around our campus, they sense, they feel, the ambience - indeed the spirit - of the place, and comment on it.
Bridge House has always maintained that “any day is open day”, because what any visitor sees is not window-
dressing: it’s the real thing. Every day. 

On any given school day, children will be found working under the trees … the same trees that they may climb in
during break time. Or rehearsing for a dramatic arts presentation in a group on the verandah outside the Prep
office … and ducking into the nearby flower bed to retrieve a soccer ball dispatched across the fence from the
Pre-Primary quad. I speak primarily of the Prep school, as this is where I am based, but few schools can boast
such a comprehensive wider curriculum offering, such an integrated approach to developing technology skills
amongst the youngest of our pupils, yet balancing this with a conscious approach to the socio-emotional
wellbeing of these same children, and ensuring a rigorous approach to academics. 

I love Bridge House. I love working here. Why wouldn’t I? 
Happy Birthday , Bridge House. 

Sandie Parker
Prep Deputy Head: Academics and Culture

I love Bridge House. I love working here.
Why wouldn’t I? 



Sensory Play in Grade 000
Sensory play encourages learning through exploration, curiosity, problem solving and
creativity. It helps to build nerve connections in the brain and encourages the development
of language and motor skills.



Grade 0s enjoyed their latest themes
Grade 0s enjoyed the themes," The wonderful world of music" and "Famous people". Who
knew they would be able to draw Opera singers! For 'Show and Tell', they presented
information about a famous person whom they admired. There was so much learning
happening! Now you can understand how when our children reach the College, they are
confident, articulate and able to stand up in front of an audience full of people and make a
speech or a presentation. This is where it all begins.
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The Wonderful World of Music seen through the eyes of Grade 0s. Don't you just love their
opera singers? Remember that these children are five/six years old. 



This week in Grade 1
Getting down to some 'serious' work. Learning something new in everything they do. 



Outings and the Wider Curriculum
The Grade 9s visited the Cape Town Holocaust and Genocide Centre in preparation for the
Holocaust section in History and the commencement of 'The Puppet Boy of Warsaw' in
English. It was a superb day of learning. Thank you to the Holocaust Centre for the carefully
curated experience! Well done to the Grade 9s for their excellent behaviour and for their
insightful questions and reflections throughout the excursion. 



Exciting finds in the JP veggie patch 
Tomato flowers are now tiny green tomatoes and a snail is making interesting patterns on
the bean leaves.



BAROQUE TO BIG BAND CONCERT - 6 MARCH
On 6 March, two of Bridge House School’s top violinists, Willow and Phoebe McIntosh,
participated in the wonderful Baroque to Big Band concert at the Spier Conference Centre.
This concert was presented by the Madelein van Rooyen Violin Studio and Paul Roos
Gymnasium Music Department.

Willow and Phoebe opened the concert as soloists alongside Kirsten Stein and Dimpho
Makena (picture below), playing Vivaldi’s L’estro Armonico Op.3 Concerto No. 10 in b minor.
They also each performed a movement from Vivaldi’s famous violin concertos, The Four
Seasons.

Willow and Phoebe have both entered the Drostdy Solo Competition in Stellenbosch. They
played in the first round of the competition this week and are eagerly awaiting the results.

We congratulate the two violinists for their excellent performances. They are great
ambassadors for the school in the wider music community. 
Mrs Heloise Richter
College Music

 
 



Boarders Giving Back
This weekend, the Waterfall Boarders visited the Alta du Toit School, where they played
games with the children and had fun giving of their own time for the good of others. The Alta
du Toit School offers specialised, professional education to students with intellectual
disabilities from different cultural backgrounds who cannot benefit from mainstream
offerings. The School prides itself in providing a supportive and enriching environment where
each student's potential is developed 

 



Bursaries at Bridge House - how can you help?
This year, we had double the number of
outside applicants writing our Bursary
tests on Saturday morning.

We would love to be able to give more
bursaries to deserving children because
every child deserves a good education. 

We need your help. You can make a
difference by donating to the Bridge
House Bursary Fund.  

Every little amount that you can afford
counts and for corporates we can offer
details on the B-BBEE and tax benefits
that can accrue from donations to the
Fund. 

For more information contact Janis
Christian janchr@bridgehouse.org.za

Break-Up Day
Reminder that we break up for the holidays next

Friday 18 March. Term 2 begins on Monday 4 April.
The Prep students will finish at 11h45 and College at

12h00. 



College Sport
PSI INDOOR HOCKEY
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Congratulations to the
U18 Boland Foxes team
consisting of  James
Shone, Joey Baylet,
Dominik Saidi &
Sebastian Phillips who
won a bronze medal.

 



BOYS WATER POLO 
BOYS 1st TEAM VS HERZLIA - WEDNESDAY 9 MARCH
Congratulations to the boys first team who beat Herzlia in a nail-biting B League final. The
score ended 8-8 in normal time and the boys managed to win in a penalty shootout 2-1.
Well done, boys!
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COLLEGE SPORT NEXT WEEK
 

Monday 14 March  
15:00 - 16:30 Netball trials (Grades 10-12)
15:00 - 16:30 Soccer
15:00 - 18:30 Endurocad Women Empowerment Relay Stellenbosch High school (Victoria
West-Russell, Nicole Viljoen, Isabella Lundie & Isabella Hopkirk)            

Tuesday 15 March  
15:00 - 16:30 Hockey (boys & girls)

Wednesday 16 March 
15:00 - 16:30 Netball trials (Grade 8)
15:00 - 16:30 Soccer 

 
COLLEGE SPORT ENDS FOR TERM 1 2022

COLLEGE SPORT PROGRAMME TERM 2 2022
This programme will commence on Monday 4 April 2022
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Charl de Wet - congratulations for scoring an unbeaten 67* runs!
Nicholas Green  -  not out 40 runs
Maxwell Lorentz  -  took 1 wicket and Reuben Grobler  -  took 2
wickets

U13A cricket vs Paarl Boys Primary
On Monday 7 March, the u13 cricketers played in a very exciting match
against Paarl Boys Primary. Bridge House batted first and scored 146
runs in 20 overs for the loss of no wickets, with a good partnership and
batting performance from Charl de Wet and Nicholas Green. The battle
was on in a very tight match with Paarl Boys scoring the winning runs
from the second last ball of the day. 

 

U11A cricket vs vs Paarl Boys Primary
On 7 March, the u11 cricket boys played Paarl Boys Primary in an exciting match. 
After winning the toss, the Bridge House boys batted extremely well. With contributions from Matthew Grindley-
Ferris (38 runs) and Aiden Janse Van Rensberg (48 runs), an excellent score of 157 was achieved. In response,
Paarl boys only managed 99 runs, with Jo Du Plessis, Aiden and Matthew picking up 1 wicket a-piece.  This was
an excellent 1st half of the season for the u11 group with a lot being learnt and the cricket played in an excellent
manner. Well done, Bridge House u11s!

Prep Sport
Mini Cricket Festival
On Saturday 26 February, seven schools joined
us for our Annual Term 1 Bridge House Mini
Cricket Festival with over 140 players. There was
a wonderful atmosphere. The Grade 3s played
their last mini cricket festival and won all their
games. What an exciting way to end the
season. 
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Olivia Fenner 25m Breast Silver 25m Fly Gold 
Lewis van Hoof 25m Fly Silver 
Under 12 
Noah Taylor 25m Free Silver 25m Back Bronze 25m Breast Silver 
Reid Cornish 25m Free Bronze 25m Back Silver 25m Fly Silver 
Vera Ekdahl 25m Free Bronze 
Open 
Ruben Scheepers 25m Free Gold 25m Free Gold 25m Breast Silver 25m Fly Silver Gretha Graaff 25m Free Silver
25m Back Bronze 25m Breast Gold 
Caspar Davis 25m Breast Bronze 25m Fly Bronze 
Graziana Lehtipuu 25m Breast Bronze 25m Fly Bronze
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming
Rhenish B Gala
On Thursday, our 2nd, 3rd and 4th place swimmers were given the opportunity of taking part in the Rhenish B
gala. Our swimmers made us so proud and brought home the following results: 
Under 8 
Hunter Barenblatt 25m Back Bronze
David Harris 25m Back Silver 
Anna Tarasova 25m Breast Bronze 
Olivia Bisset 25m Back Silver 25m Breast Gold 
Under 9 
John Buchanan 25m Free Bronze
Kate Loubser 25m Free Bronze 
Mari Sterne 25m Back Bronze 25m Breast Bronze 25m Fly Bronze 
Carli Schemann 25m Breast Gold 
Chase Cornish 25m Butterfly Bronze
Under 10 
Jenson Fenner 25m Free Gold 25m Breast Silver 
Manon Marklew 25m Free Bronze 
Joseph Graaff 25m Breast Gold 25m Fly Gold
Sienna Barenblatt 25m Breast Gold 25m Fly Silver 
Layla Kyriacou 25m Breast Bronze 
Under 11 
Alessia Dowle 25m Free Gold 25m Back Gold 25m Fly Bronze 
Milan Kruger 25m Free Bronze 25m Breast Gold 

Grade 1 & 2 Gala
Splish, splash! Well done to our Gr 1 & 2
swimmers for taking part in their annual
gala. Competing in the big pool required
courage and determination but they
enjoyed every minute and all of them rose
to the challenge.

The swimmers took part in the 25m
backstroke, kickerboard race, breaststroke,
freestyle and the noodle backstroke. It was
the first time that the noodle backstroke
event was added to the gala. Well done to
all the swimmers for taking on this new
event. You made us all proud. 



Western Cape Primary Schools Athletics Championships at Dal Josaphat.

Monday, 14 March Hockey 
Tuesday, 15 March Soccer and Netball
Wednesday, 16 March Hockey 
Thursday, 17 March Soccer and Netball 

Prep Upcoming Sports Events

Athletics

We are starting with winter sport for the last week for Gr 3-7:
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Athletics
Four of our athletes (Olivia Fenner, Milan Kruger, Lucy Henderson and JD Fourie) took part in
the Boland Primary Schools Athletics Championships, this past weekend. The competition
was very tough but our athletes flew the Bridge House flag very high and showed great
sportsmanship. 
 
Milan Kruger placed 7th in the u11 Girls 1200m and she ran her PB of 4:26.58. That is a great
achievement, Milan! We are very proud of you.
 
JD Fourie placed 2nd in the u12 Boys shot put with a distance of 10.37m. JD also made the
Boland team that will be taking part in the Western Cape Primary Schools Athletics
Championships this coming weekend. Boland has also asked JD to take part in the u12 Boys
Discus. Well done JD! We look forward to the action this weekend.
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REMINDERS
1 - Registration takes place as follows:

Friday 11th March 2022, Bridge House School Theatre (look for the Old Mutual Branding) from 11:30 -
14:30

Saturday 12th March 2022, Berg River Dam, follow the directions and look out for Old Mutual Branding
to the parking area at Bells Cottage - from 6:30am - 11am

2 - Spectators are allowed
3 - We will have a shade, picnic tables, and benches (limited) so please feel free to bring your own

picnic blankets & umbrellas
4 - No Smoking at the venue

5 - Food & Drinks will be on sale - pay via cash, SnapScan, or Zapper
6 - Bring your A-game 

7 - Arrive early
8 - Rashvests & flip flops size are not guaranteed - first-come, first served
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Uniform Shop Hours






