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The Wider Curriculum 
On Monday, the Grade 7s departed for their
much-awaited camp. We headed to Cape
Point, where we hiked up to the lighthouse,
enjoying amazing views and learning about
the wildlife around us, before going down to
the beach. On arrival at the Cape Times Fresh
Air Camp, we dumped our bags and headed
to the beach as we had marine biologists
from the Two Oceans Aquarium joining us to
lead us through a Rocky Shores lesson in the
rock pools across from our camp. We
scavenged through the pools and found
extraordinary sea life. When we returned to
camp, we unpacked and settled into our
dorms. A steak braai dinner was followed by
the excitement of a team quiz.
      
The next day, after barely any sleep, we went
for a freezing but awakening morning swim
before breakfast. After breakfast, we split into
two groups. One group did an activity with
Mrs Parker in the local graveyard, where we
looked at different social aspects of life whilst
Simon’s Town was under British rule. The other
activity in the rotation was a poetry lesson
with Mrs Wright in Jubilee Square, focusing on
contrasts such as traditional beads being
sold next to a Victorian fountain. After these
tasks, we had fish and chips at the harbour,
then hiked back to camp for free time. We
enjoyed a spaghetti dinner and an
entertaining concert in the evening.

 

The third day was spent on the pristine Water’s Edge
beach, with amazing swimming, snorkelling and
opportunities to view the penguins up close. A
master class in potjie-cooking by Mr Van der
Rheede was followed by us making our very own
meals. 

On the fourth day, facilitators from Lead 4 Life came
to the camp to do a full day of activities and
challenges. A burger braai that evening, and
“minute-to-win-it competition”, was the perfect way
to finish off a busy day at camp.



The Wider Curriculum  is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

On the last day, we headed into Simon’s Town to kayak amongst the naval boats in the harbour - an
amazing experience! After a quick lunch, it was back to school. 

Thank you to our Homeroom teachers for organising an amazing camp, and to the teachers who
joined us during the week to offer their activities. A good time was had by all.

 



Mrs Sandie Parker
Prep Deputy Head: Academics and Culture

 
 

“Institutional knowledge” is both wonderful and terrible - at the same
time! Indeed, it wields incredible power, in that it can build up, or
break down. It can be a force for optimism, or a dreadful drain. It is
also a synonym for the culture of a place.

 
Let’s talk about what happens when newcomers ‘join the family’. We welcomed a number of new
teachers into the school at the start of this year. This is always incredibly exciting, even as we may be
yet be mourning the moving on of cherished colleagues (ah! the paradox … the irony …), because
with newcomers there is the potential to try something new, change our approach, et cetera. New
colleagues are given The Handbook, The Tour, The Keys, and access to The Drive (that magical place
where all things academic, educational and institutional are stored).A similar thing happens when
new children arrive in a class group: great excitement, eager new buddies … ready to show the
newcomers the way, the why and the wherefore.

 
And then the welcome phase is over. (Round about the
first week in February!) The assumption can easily be
that the newcomer has all the necessary knowledge in
place, internalised, and they are now ‘one with us’ and
‘one of us’. And the newcomer discovers that much of the
institutional knowledge is unwritten! It is lived. It is felt. It is
about the culture of the place. And any Industrial
psychologist will tell you that culture (the way we live and
interact) will trump strategy (what we say we do) every
time. 

Bridge House is a fairly young school. We are not bound by years of tradition, yet we do have an
ethos, a culture … institutional knowledge. Knowing the way things should be done, are done. So what
is this culture which “those who are already here” hope to share with new colleagues, new children,
new families? 

First and foremost, a culture of inclusion: whoever you are, wherever you are from, may you always
feel welcomed and welcome in this place, and know that you are valued. 

A culture of flexibility: nothing in life is static - indeed, change is the only constant in life. Hopefully the
circle of friends, colleagues, families will keep ‘changing its shape’ to make space for those who are
new. And with families being allowed back onto the campus again, there is so much opportunity to
be together, share together, have fun together. 

And a culture of humility: yes, Bridge House has a wonderful academic record; yes, what Bridge
House offers its children is amazing. But (hopefully) the incumbents are all, always, open to facing
blind spots, learning from one another and most of all enlarging the circle to not just include
newcomers, but to truly work at being ‘at home, together’. This would be institutional knowledge
operating at its most optimistic; emanating tremendous positivity. 

 



Academics is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges



Learning a new skill in the Wider Clasroom

 

Every Tuesday, students in Grades 8 and 9 join their chosen elective class to learn a new skill.
This week, the Hospitality and Tourism group was welcomed by the staff of Col'Cacchio in
Franschhoek. Their team arranged for us to see how a restaurant works behind the scenes.
The girls would probably say that the highlight of the day was making pizzas and serving
them to their peers. What a great experience!
Mrs Marilie Jansen
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Developing our Senses in Grade 000
We learnt about our five senses this week. We had lots of sensory play including painting
with spices and lollipops, making touch and feel pictures, popping popcorn, going on
listening walks and even “tasting” ice lollies.

Wider Curriculum is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges



Six Bricks "Work/Fun"
The Grade 0 classes worked on their Six Bricks skills
this week. Making Tricky Towers by balancing long
side to long side, long side to short side and the
trickiest of all, short side to short side. It is always fun
working with our Six Bricks.

Future Fit is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges



What Grade 1s learnt
The Grade 1s learnt about bodies and
skeletons this week. They also learnt
how important it is to look carefully at
the beginning sound of words. They
used this skill to work out how to label
their body parts. They also learnt to
count in twos.



Grade 1 S,A,T,P,I,N, Dress-up Day included two spider men, one soccer player, one scientist,
one Spanish dancer, one anaconda, two tennis players, one tiger, one tie-dye girl, three
pirates, two princesses, one private investigator and one policeman! 

Dress-Up Day

How exciting to be able to write our first
whole sentence.



College Tennis Results
Bridge House Boys U19A vs Paarl Boys' High U19C
won 5-1
Bridge House Boys U15A vs Paarl Boys High U15D
lost 1-5
Bridge House Girls U19A vs Strand lost 1-3
 

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

College Water Polo Results
Boys U19 vs Somerset College won 14-5
Boys U15 vs Somerset College won 7-5

COLLEGE FIXTURES FOR THE
WEEK AHEAD
Monday 7 February 
Tennis Girls U15 vs Paarl GHS (away)
Tennis Girls U19 vs Paarl GHS (away)
Tennis Boys U15 vs Paarl Gym (away)
Tennis Boys U19 vs Paarl Gym (away)
Tuesday 8 February
Cricket U15 vs Franschhoek High School (home)
Thursday 10 February
Cricket U19 vs Franschhoek High School (home)
Friday 11 February
Girls U16 Water Polo vs Fairmont (home)
Boys U16 Water Polo vs Fairmont (away)

We wish the Boys & Girls U19 Water Polo teams,
who leave for the Oakhill Chukka Festival on
Thursday 10 February, the very best of luck.
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Grades 1 & 2 Sports Day
On Tuesday, we held an Athletics Day for the Prep School's youngest athletes. The Grades 1 and 2
students began this lovely summer afternoon with the 80m dash. The Grades then rotated between
three stations: high jump, long jump and an obstacle course. These little athletes showed great
enthusiasm and determination during these rotations. They then dashed off to a 60m sprint and we
ended the day off with a parent/child three-legged-race. This was such fun to watch. Thank you to
all the parents who made this event one to remember. We could see that a lot of practice had been
put into this event. 
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Athletics:
Monday 7 Feb:             Zonal Track Event 15h00  @ BH
Friday 11 Feb:                Privaat Skool Simond Event 08h00 @ Simond
Cricket
Wednesday 9 Feb:      U11B/U13B vs Eikestad @ BH
Friday 11 Feb:                U12 vs Groendal @ BH
Saturday 12 Feb:          U11A/U13A vs Somerset House @ BH
Swimming
Tuesday 8 Feb:            Prep Inter-House Gala 08h15 @ BH

Upcoming Prep Fixtures



Notices

60 Minutes with the Heads Meeting Monday 28 February
In the interests of good and ongoing communication between school and parents, David
Clark and Marc Barrow will host the termly 60 Minutes with the Heads meeting on Monday
28 February, from 08h10 to 09h10 in the Learning Commons. 

In order to help the Heads prepare properly for this, please e-mail any questions or
concerns (of a general nature) you may have, to Gill Malcolm gilmal@bridgehouse.org.za
by or on Wednesday 23 February. The Heads, will then prepare responses to the matters
raised, and the agenda will be emailed to parents before the meeting. Parents interested in
these agenda items will be welcome to come along and participate in the conversation.
Please email Cheryl Wittles on chewit@bridgehouse.org.za before Thursday 24 February if
you would like to attend. Those who do attend must please be screened at one of the
receptions before arriving at the Learning Commons. 

Reminder:  Half Term
You are reminded that there is a long weekend coming up. Friday 18 February and Monday 21
February are Bridge House Holidays, making 18 February to 21 February a long weekend.
Boarders return on Monday 21 February between 16h30 and 17h30.

Thank you!
Thank you for your generous donations for the shack fire relief effort in Langrug.  

Your patience is appreciated!
If you were wondering why you couldn't get through to the school this week, there was an
issue with the fibre cable which was cut between Paarl and Franschhoek and this meant
that our telphones weren't working and most people could not access their emails. Despite
other areas being up and running yesterday morning, at school we were only reconnected
late yesterday afternoon. 



Only 200 entries left!
 

Enter for the Bridge House Mile today!
 

This is a great event to introduce swimmers to open water
swimming. 

 
Enter today, limited entries available. 

 
https://entries.great-time.co.za/events/76980-bridge-

house-mile
 
 

https://entries.great-time.co.za/events/76980-bridge-house-mile


Uniform Shop









Melorie Jane Album Launch at Le Poirier - Picnic concert
Date: 13 February

Venue: Le Poirier, 61 Dirkie Uys Street, Franschhoek
Time 17:00 for 17:30

Bring your picnic basket, chairs and glasses and enjoy live music and a wine tasting,
hosted by Haut Espoir on the beautiful premises of Le Poirier Farm in Franschhoek. The
Melorie Jane Quintet will be showcasing music from Melorie Jane's latest album 'More

or Less', and you can enjoy an exquisite guest performance by electric cellist, Carol
Thorns. 

Tickets are available at Quickets.
https://qkt.io/WQB6Tv

 

https://qkt.io/WQB6Tv







