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Deputy Heads' Conference
Over 200 delegates from independent schools in the
ISASA fold descended on Bridge House for the ISASA
Deputy Heads’ Conference this week. With a jam-
packed programme featuring high profile keynote
speakers; a multitude of experts in their field to lead
breakaway sessions, panel discussions and interviews;
and a fabulous musical evening featuring our very own
artistes, the delegates were also treated to ‘A Taste of
our Valley’ courtesy of our very own Origin Food
Services. 

The theme of the conference was Falling Forward,
celebrating the agility, adaptability and resilience within
the teaching profession. Our logo included a protea,
symbolising our region’s extraordinary fynbos which
thrives ‘under duress’ , and in fact regenerates, as does
the mythical Phoenix, from the ashes of a veld fire.  
Sandie Parker
Prep Deputy Head: Academics and Culture

 



Deputy Heads' Conference - Speakers



Apart from the excellent presentations, breakaway sessions, keynote speakers and panel discussions, Delegates  
networked and socialised. They enjoyed our campus and facilities, as well as a variety of incredible meals from
Origin Food Services; a wine tasting by Rickety Bridge; delicious cheeses from our past parents from Dalewood
Cheese and  world-class entertainment by our own teachers, Lucas Heinen, Niël Rademan and Phillip Malan.



One only has to scroll through the school’s social media pages to witness just a glimpse of a most
extraordinary and wonderfully jam-packed week that has been enjoyed by all.

A week filled with water polo fixtures and tours, swimming galas, inter-schools athletics events, and a
constant stream of fixtures and action on the tennis courts, hockey astro and cricket fields. This all in
amongst the exciting learning opportunities and activities within our classrooms. 

There is a sense that we are back to normal. It has been a great pleasure to have welcomed back
our parents and visitors to our beautiful campus, sharing in the wonderful experiences available to
our children.

Undoubtedly, the highlight of the week was the hosting of the ISASA Deputy Heads’ Conference. Over
two hundred delegates from across the land gathered to network and engage with a collective of
some of the most wonderfully inspiring presenters. The introduction of each of the presenters, so
eloquently done by our College students, left one dumbfounded before they had even begun to
address the group. From futurists to financial gurus, film producers to aspirant astronauts, and those
who so openly shared their own stories of personal growth and experience, we left each and every
talk inspired and challenged to forge ahead in creating environments for our children to flourish. 

There was, as expected, mention of the Covid pandemic. What was so refreshing to hear after a long
stretch of “what we can’t do”, was the message that we "Can Do"! We have proven that we have the
ability to face challenges that come our way, work together to find solutions, and prosper in the end.
The pandemic will, with all certainty, not be the last challenge that we face. Schools have shown great
resilience, and pioneering spirit to overcome the many hurdles over the past two years. But where to
from now? Dr Morne Mostert challenged us to throw out the mentality of “back to basics”. We’ve been
there, and done that!, so why go backwards. It’s time to keep falling forward - time to prepare our
children to be adaptable, resilient and pioneering in both thought and action. For each of us to work
towards a better future, whether it be creating a habitable environment on another planet, or taking
the crucial steps in making everyone feel that they belong in the schools we attend and communities
we live in. 

When walking through our campus to the various venues for breakaway sessions, delegates
constantly commented on the beauty of our campus. Many had not visited before and there was a
sense that this week firmly put us on the map as a top school in our country. 

Behind the scenes, a team worked tirelessly to show off our beautiful school. A special thanks to
everyone for their part in the success of the conference. A special thanks to Mrs Sandie Parker who
led this team and, although she continues to deflect the praise to others, deserves all the credit for a
job well done!

As we come to the end of an amazing week, we enjoy a few days of rest over the half term break.
Enjoy the break and we look forward to welcoming our children back for the second half of the term.

Allan Wells
Prep Deputy: Sport and Wider Curriculum

From the Deputy's Desk



Mathematical Literacy
Mathematical Literacy lends itself to practical applications which gives us the opportunity to
be outside of the physical classroom. The Grade 10s are studying graphs. They collected their
own data in a shot-put type activity. They then drew their own graphs and will use these to
come to conclusions and comment on their findings.
Mrs Regina Loubser



Pre-Primary News
The Pre-Primary children dressed up for Valentine's Day. This week, the Grade 000s learned
all about pets. This theme was incorporated into a visual perceptual lesson where the
children found the right homes for their pets, built shape pets and tried to find the pet that is
different to the rest.



Playing the "Floor is Lava" Game                                Practising cutting skills

The Grade 0s are enjoying their new "Jolly Phonics" workbooks.



A pinch of love for one and all on Valentine's Day.
Valentine's Day in the Junior Primary



Grade 2 Information Books
The Grade 2s have been writing information books. They found out all about Deserts and
wrote up what they had learnt. In these pictures they are reading the published books to one
another.  

 



Reading with partners aids comprehension through book talk. 
 



OAKHILL WATERFRONT CHUKKA FESTIVAL
Well done to our girls and boys first water polo teams who participated in the U19 Oakhill Waterfront
Chukka Festival from 10 - 13 February 2022. It was great to be back on tour and competing once
again after the long break due to Covid restrictions. Our young teams did well and fought hard
against tough opposition 

The results were as follows:

BOYS vs:
Glenwood lost 1-5
Hudson won 8-2
Oakhill drew 6-6
St Albans won 4-2
St Andrews lost 2-4

GIRLS vs:
Fairmont won 8-6
Woodridge lost 5-11
DSG lost 3-12
Clarendon lost 3-7
Oakhill lost 0-13
Rhenish lost lost 3-13

It was great to have so many parents in Knysna over the weekend. We really appreciate their
support and generosity. Many thanks to Coach Rhynie, Coach Kim, Mr Ruan Coetzer and Mrs D for
accompanying the teams and to Rhynie and Mr Edward Arendse (Gem Shuttles) for the safe
driving. 

Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges





BOYS WATER POLO - FRIDAY 11 FEBRUARY 
U15 vs Fairmont (away) lost 5-11

TENNIS - MONDAY 14 FEBRUARY 
U15 vs Paarl Boys High (away) lost 0-6

CRICKET - TUESDAY 15 FEBRUARY
U19 vs Strand (away) lost by 8 wicket
U15 vs Labori (home) won by 10 wickets

ATHLETICS
Congratulations to Skye Fox who competed in the Central Boland Athletics Championships at
the Dal Josaphat Stadium in Paarl on Saturday 12 February. 
Her results were as follows:
Girls U14 100m 4th in her heat 13.73
Girls U14 200m 6th in her heat 29.67

FIXTURES FOR THE WEEK AHEAD

Tuesday 22 February:           Cricket U15 vs Strand (away)
Thursday 24 February:          Cricket U19 vs Labori (home)
Friday 25 February:               Water polo boys vs Camps Bay (away)
                                              Water polo girls vs Herzlia (away)

 



Sport and Lifestyle is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Prep Sport

Drakenstein Zonal Athletics Team
The following 25 athletes have qualified to participate in the Central Boland Athletics
Championship on Saturday 19 February. Well done!

 

Privaat Skool Simond
Inter-schools Athletics
 
On Friday 11 February, our athletes took part in the
Privaat Skool Simond Inter-schools Athletics
meeting. Bridge House took a group of athletes
from Gr 1-7 to take part in this very special and
intimate event. There was a lovely buzz and our
athletes showed great enthusiasm and energy. It
was very special to show our children where
Bridge House actually started, under those
beautiful oak trees. 

Bridge House walked away with the winning trophy.
Well done to the following athletes who received
special recognition.

Annah Sterne (u7)
Junior Victrix Ludorum

Max Lockett (u7)
Junior Victor Ludorum

Savannah Purchase (u10)
Senior Victrix Ludorum



Privaat Skool Simond Inter-schools Athletics
 



Bridge House U11A vs Somerset House

On a hot and windy Saturday, the Bridge House U11A boys took on the boys from Somerset
House. With the weather conditions predicted to be hot, the Somerset boys won the toss and
very quickly decided to bowl first.  We started off cautiously, navigating the new ball. Special
mention must be made of our opening batsmen, Lorenzo and James, who did extremely well.
Even though we batted slightly slowly, the boys batted really well and reached 111 all out.

We took to the field in hot conditions. The opening batsmen of Somerset House batted
quickly and were flying at 50 runs within 5 overs. In stepped Sam Van Heerden, who bowled
some tight overs, taking 3 wickets which stemmed the flow of runs. Unfortunately, Somerset
House reached our target with 4 wickets down.

Cricket:

Bridge House U12 vs Groendal Primary
On Friday, our U12 Cricket team played their first cricket match in the U12 Drakenstein Games
Club League. Our batsmen (Charl De Wet & James Boulton) and bowlers (Maxwell Lorentz: 3
wickets and James Boulton: 2 wickets) did well with the bat and ball, ending up with us
winning the match.

 



Bridge House U13A vs
Somerset House U13A
On Saturday, our U13A played in a 35-
over match against Somerset House.
We won the toss and asked the
opponents to bat, immediately putting
them under pressure, at 8 wickets
down for only 38 runs. In the end they
managed to score 82 runs. Players who
performed well with the bat and ball:
- Noah Taylor 28 runs, Nick Green 27
runs and Luriq Samuels 17 runs.
- Matteo Pirouz 3 wickets, Luriq Samuels
2 wickets Joe van Heerden 2 wickets.
Overall it was a fantastic team effort!
The highlight of the day was Oscar
Marklew receiving the first Bridge House
Cricket Baggy Cap for 2022. Well done,
Oscar on this great milestone!

Upcoming Prep Fixtures:

Swimming:  
24 February - Courtrai Primary Night Gala

Athletics:       
19 February - Central Boland Athletics Championships

Cricket:            
Tuesday, 22 February           U12 vs GDGC XI at Bridge House
                                              U11B vs Pniel Primary at Pniel Sport Grounds
 Wednesday, 23 February     U11 vs St Vincent Primary at Bridge House
 Friday, 25 February              U9 vs Hugo Rust Primary at Hugo Rust
 Saturday, 26 February          U11A/U13A cs Reddam House at BH

 
 



Swimming
Somerset House Girls Relay Gala
The under 8 to under 13 girls took part in the Somerset House Relay Gala on Wednesday, 16
February. The first away gala of the year was also the first competitive gala for our under 8
girls. The gala was a great learning experience for both our young Grade 2s and our
returning swimmers. The children were energetic and excited throughout the gala and had
loads of fun.

 



Parents' Association Trivia Evening
The PA hosted the first trivia evening for 2022 at the Elephant and Barrel. A big thank you to
Quiz Master, Mike Atter, who compiled the questions for the evening. Mother nature definitely
wanted to be part of the action and provided us with a perfect summer's evening, which
made the event just that much more enjoyable.
Tracy de Marillac
PA Chair

 



Notices
60 Minutes with the Heads Meeting 
Monday 28 February
In the interests of good and ongoing communication between school and parents, David Clark and
Marc Barrow will host the termly 60 Minutes with the Heads meeting on Monday 28 February, from
08h10 to 09h10 in the Learning Commons. 

In order to help the Heads prepare properly for this, please e-mail any questions or concerns (of a
general nature) you may have, to Gill Malcolm gilmal@bridgehouse.org.za by or on Wednesday 23
February. The Heads will then prepare responses to the matters raised, and the agenda will be
emailed to parents before the meeting. Parents interested in these agenda items will be welcome to
come along and participate in the conversation. Please email Cheryl Wittles on
chewit@bridgehouse.org.za before Thursday 24 February if you would like to attend. Those who do
attend must please be screened at one of the receptions before arriving at the Learning Commons. 

Happy Half Term!
Enjoy the Break.

Take advantage of available tax benefits before the
end of the financial year
Are you paying too much tax? As an individual (South African) you can donate to the Bridge House
Bursary Foundation before the end of the financial year and receive a Section 18A donation
certificate. Or you can secure your company's B-BBEE points by donating to the Bursary Foundation.  
Through the generosity of many donors and our Bridge House community we have educated well
over 100 bursary students in the past twenty-seven years. The Bridge House Bursary Foundation has
been established to allow donors to contribute to our bursary funds and receive Section 18A donation
certificates or to take advantage of securing B-BBEE points for their company. Please contact me,
Janis Christian janchr@bridgehouse.org.za, for further information. 

We hope that everyone in our extended community will join us in ensuring that we can continue to
help worthy recipients to follow their dreams and to fulfil their potential. You are, of course, welcome
to make a donation, big or small, to the Bursary Fund at any time of the year. 
Janis Christian
Business Manager

Junior Primary Aftercare
This is a reminder that our Aftercare is provided for children who are waiting for siblings or whose
working parents are unable to collect them at the end of their school day. Parents, please report to
the duty teacher when collecting your child.
Mary Heistein
Phase Head: Junior Primary
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On a few places left for the Bridge House Mile
which takes place at the Berg River Dam on

Saturday 12 March 2022.
 

This is a great event to introduce swimmers to open water
swimming. 

 
Enter today, limited entries available. 

 
https://entries.great-time.co.za/events/76980-bridge-

house-mile
 
 

https://entries.great-time.co.za/events/76980-bridge-house-mile







