Weekly Newsletter
Welcome to 2022!

Term 1 2022

What better way than to return
to school with a full campus of
happy students and staff,
ready for the new year and
rearing to go!
We extend a warm welcome
to 124 students who are new to
Bridge House in January this
year. Seventy-one of these
new students, many of them
boarders from as far afield as
Germany, Austria, Botswana
and Namibia, joined the Grade
8s for an Orientation Day on
Tuesday, where they were
welcomed by Mr Clark, the
Head Boy and Girl and the
SLC. The Grade 1s had big
smiles on their first day at "Big
School" and in our first week
back, we are on track and
forging ahead with what we
do within the Seven Bridges of
Bridge House:
Academics;
Inclusivity;
Sustainability;
Culture and Creativity;
Sport and Lifestyle;
Wider Curriculum and
Future Fit.

Happy 2022!
14 January 2022

From the Head of School - 2022 Promises Much!
The first week of our new school year has been a very busy and productive one. On Monday the staff
returned for a morning seminar comprising whole school, departmental and subject-specific
meetings in preparation for the term ahead. On Tuesday we welcomed our Grade 8 students to the
College, as well as all our new students and their parents to Bridge House, with various orientation
programmes in place across the different phases of the school. And on Wednesday, we were
delighted to have all our students on campus for the first day of the 2022 school year.
There is a tangible energy and enthusiasm around the school … an air of expectation that 2022 is
going to be a great year. As per government regulations, Covid protocols remain unchanged from
last year, but they have certainly become a very manageable part of our daily routine. The good
news is that spectators are now permitted to attend sporting and cultural events provided, of course,
that they comply with the legislated mask wearing and social distancing practices in place.
I am pleased to announce that our major capex project for the year we will be the installation of a
comprehensive back-up energy system that will allow the school to function without interruption
whenever there is loadshedding or other disruptions to the Eskom electricity supply. A combination of
solar panels and generator power will work seamlessly together to ensure that the lights stay on day
and night. Given the projected increase in electricity tariffs, we anticipate that this system will also
allow use to reduce our monthly electricity bill. This project installation is forecast to be completed by
the end of April.
More good news is the launch of our revamped school website. This wonderful collaboration between
Bridge House alumni, staff and parents is simply outstanding. Please take a moment to go to:
www.bridgehouse.org.za
So, as we kick off this brand-new year, brimming with so much potential, I encourage everyone to
embrace every opportunity that comes their way. 2022 promises much!
Take care,
David Clark
Head of School

A New Year with a New Website!

Some of you may already have noticed that we have a brand-new Bridge House website
which has been up and running during the holidays in a testing phase!
The Bridge House Board of Directors has a number of subcommittees. One of these is the
Marketing Sub-committee, which last year was made up of Directors: Mary George, Abbey
Rands and Susan Huxter and Gill Malcolm from the School. This year, new Director on the
Board and a past pupil of the school, Julie Warren Codrington (née Robertson), has taken
over from Mary George on the Marketing Subcommittee.
The Subcommittee commissioned one of our alumni, Vicki Clark (née Nortje) and her
company, Graft, to design a new website for Bridge House. Julie Warren Codrington and Ruth
Robertson (past parent), from Saige Business Consultants, did the copywriting and the
development of the new site. Chris Welham, also a past parent and also from Saige, has
been involved with the technical aspects of the site.
The new site has an introductory video for which our very own College Head of Afrikaans and
extremely talented musician, Lucas Heinen, composed and played the music.
Having all these past students, past parents and our own staff involved in the new website
has made it a particularly special birthing of a new baby for Bridge House. Thank you to all
who have been involved.
Have a look at the new site on the link below:

https://www.bridgehouse.org.za/

Captain Covid

Somebody who has had a
very busy and difficult time
over the last two years,
keeping
our
school
community compliant, and
safe,
within
the
Covid
protocols which we have
been required to follow, is Mr
Jeremy Downing.
Never-ending changes to
protocols
and
careful
examination
and
interpretation of numerous
Government Gazettes, with
constant reminding and
policing of what we are, or
are not, allowed to do, has
been stressful to say the
least.
Our Estate Manager, Mr Felder, decided that Jeremy needed his own special Captain Covid
cap, which Mr Clark presented to him yesterday.
Thank you for keeping us safe, Jeremy!

A Smile for the Day

Playschool Fun
When you are the littlest people, the first day at school is a very big occasion! But, our littlies got stuck into their
leaning through play right from the first day.

Day 1 in Grade 1
The first day at 'Big School' can be daunting for some but our
Grade 1s had big smiles on their first day and really enjoyed
the activities. What's not to love about finger painting in your
Busy Book, building tall Duplo towers and exploring in a new
playground!

College Start Up
The Heads of Houses and House Captains were on
hand to welcome and register all the new College
students on Orientation Day and the SLC members took
parents and new students on tours of the campus.

Head Girl, Stella Goedvolk and Head Boy, Ntsika
Njovane, were upbeat and full of enthusiasm when
they addressed the College at Assembly on the
first day back.

Cyanotype Artworks

Magic started happening in the Grade 10 Art class on Day 1! The class made cyanotype
images that involved photo-sensitive emulsion on photogram paper. They exposed objects
that created interesting high contrast images that were quite magical in the way they
appeared.
Cyanotype is a photographic printing process that produces a cyan-blue print. Engineers
used the process well into the 20th century as a simple and low-cost process to produce
copies of drawings, referred to as blueprints.

Arts and Culture is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Alumni Achievements by the Class of 2014

The Matric Class of 2014 was an extraordinary group and have gone on to achieve excellent
results in their tertiary studies. Out of a Grade of 56 Matrics, there are now: four medical
doctors; an architect, an actuary; electrical, mechanical, chemical and industrial engineers; a
data scientist; an organic agriculturalist; a biokineticist; two lawyers; a number of
accountants; a human development analyst; a teacher; a journalist; a professional
violinist(see the following page); a number of marketers; two photographers; a
cinematographer and those who have their own businesses. A significant number have
Masters degrees in their fields.
These are the most recent graduates from this class:
Alexander Van Rensburg (right), recently graduated
from Politecnico Di Milano, Italy with a Masters in
Architecture and Urban Design (110/110 Cum Laude).
His final thesis explored cultural transfer and
Monumentality in Africa, and was titled, ‘Remembering
the dis-membered monumental elements of the
Namibian Heroes' Acre by North Korean Mansuade
Overseas Project’.
Emma Howes (below left) and Rachel Weber (below
right), join Tiaan Strydom (far right top) and Aelke van
der Venter (far right bottom) as MBChB graduates.
Emma was on the Dean's list and achieved 7
Distinctions in her final year

Join the Cape Chamber Music Collective at the NG Kerk in Franschhoek for an evening of music focused on
works of the romantic era.
Jeffrey Armstrong (far left) is a Bridge House alumnus from the Class of 2014 and would love your support at
this event.
Ticket prices include a glass of wine on arrival.
G. MAHLER/M. VAN DIJK Piano Quartet
J. BRAHMS Piano Quartet, op. 60
Jeffrey Armstrong, violin
Stephanie Lawrenson, viola
Graham du Plessis, cello
Tertia Visser, piano
Book on the link below:

https://www.quicket.co.za/events/163011-piano-quartets-at-ng-kerk-franschhoek/#/

Notices:
Advertising your business

If you would like to advertise your business in the annual school magazine, please contact Gill
Malcolm on gilmal@bridgehouse.org.za. The 2021 magazine will be published in March this
year and bookings for adverts must be in by 19 January 2022.

Term 1 Calendar of Events

Please consult the Term 1 Calendar of Events to keep abreast of events taking place this
Term. You will find the calendar on the D6 Communicator under General Prep and College
Resources or on the website here: https://www.bridgehouse.org.za/wpcontent/uploads/2022/01/TERM-1-2022-Final-1.pdf

D6 Communicator

Please remember to personalise the D6 Communicator channel for your child's new Grade.

2023 Term Dates

The Term dates for 2023 can be found on the D6 Communicator and on the website.
Although these dates are unlikely to change, we reserve the right to change them should a
situation e.g. a pandemic, arise which necessitates this. The dates are on the website here:
https://www.bridgehouse.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2023-Term-Datesprovisional.pdf

This is for all those students who have been on an Outward Bound Trip at
any time over the years and would like to join this Alumni event.

College Athletics Programme for next week:

Preliminary Events

Monday 17 January 08:10 - 09:30 (Parents welcome to attend. Screening at reception).
08:10 - 08:20 Report and warm up
1500m
08:20 U15 Girls
08:30 U15 Boys
08:40 U17 Girls
08:50 U17 Boys
09:00 U19 Girls
09:10 U19 Boys
U14 Field events
08:20 Boys & Girls U14 Shot Put
08:40 Boys & Girls U14 Long Jump
09:00 Boys & Girls U14 High Jump

Tuesday 18 January 08:10 - 09:30 (Parents welcome to attend. Screening at reception).
08:10 - 08:20 Report and warm up
1500m
08:20 U14 Girls
08:40 U14 Boys
Field events
08:20 U15 Boys & Girls Shot Put
08:20 U17 Boys & Girls Long Jump
08:20 U19 Boys & Girls High Jump
08:40 U15 Boys & Girls High Jump
08:40 U17 Boys & Girls Shot Put
08:40 U19 Boys & Girls Long Jump
09:00 U15 Boys & Girls Long Jump
09:00 U17 Boys & Girls High Jump
09:00 U19 Boys & Girls Shot Put

College Athletics Sports Day

Thursday 20 January 16:00 - 19:00 (Parents welcome to attend. Screening at athletics track)
16:00 Houses march on
16:30 200m
17:00 400m
17:40 100m
18:20 4 x 100m relays
19:00 Trophy presentations
Grade 8s clean up

Prep Sport
Grades 1-3 commence with their swimming and athletics programme from next week. The
focus for Grades 4-7 will be on athletics, in preparation for the forthcoming Inter-house
events.

Friday, 21 January
Saturday, 22 January

Grade 4-7 Field Events
Grade 3-7 Sports Day

08h30-12h30
07h30-12h00

Worried you won’t make a mile? The Bridge House Mile has shorter
events as well. We have specifically created shorter events (200m,
400m, 800m) to encourage swimmers of all levels.
This is a great event to introduce swimmers to open water swimming.
Enter today, limited entries available.
https://entries.great-time.co.za/events/76980-bridge-house-mile

Uniform Shop

