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Awards Week

In this last week of the year, the Prep School
held five Awards Ceremonies, each with its own
special
flavour.
The
Ceremonies
were
dedicated to Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 3, Grades
4 and 5 (together) and Grades 6 and 7
(together). It was wonderful to see the pride
with which the children received their awards,
from the young Grade 1s with their personalised
and carefully thought-out citations, to the
Grade 7 achievers. There were exuberant,
polished performances by the children at each
ceremony.
One of the top Awards is the Founders’ Shield. In
the Prep, it is awarded to: "The Grade 7 pupil
who embodies the spirit of Bridge House School
as a progressive learning institution. The
recipient lives out our values of integrity,
empathy
and
optimism,
and
also
demonstrates independence of spirit as
espoused by our school. The recipient is
someone in whom we have confidence that the
qualities of humanity are developing, and, as
such, demonstrates the potential to make a
positive and meaningful contribution to society."
This year, the Founders' Shield went to Skye Fox.
Skye was also awarded the Chris Storey
Fellowship Award; the Sportswomen of the Year
Award; a Gold Academic Award and a Gold
Award for Sporting Excellence. She also
completed the Learning for Life challenge.
Congratulations, Skye!
1 December 2021
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Grades 6 and 7 Awards
Congratulations to all the Award Winners!

Academics is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Grades 4 and 5 Awards

One of the wonderful traditions at Bridge House is
that the flag bearers, inducted at the Awards
Ceremony, get to raise the flags (Round Square flag,
Bridge House flag and the National Flag) every
morning of their Grade 6 year. This is an act of
service to the school. The new Flag Bearers for 2022,
are Sarah Dippnall and Noah Taylor.

The flag bearers for 2021, Kelly Moore and Oscar
Marklew (above), hand over the flags to Noah and
Sarah

How wonderful it is to be rewarded for skills and
qualities such as: resilience and positivity,
perseverance and endeavour, organisation and
diligence, empathy and service. At Bridge House, our
curriculum includes developing not only skills on the
academic front, but also those interpersonal and
intrapersonal skills so necessary for future success.

Thank you to Mrs Linda Orsmond for the photographs
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Junior Primary Awards

The pride with which the Grades 1, 2 and 3 children received their certificates was uplifting
and their performances at the ceremonies made everyone feel happy.
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The Year in Review
By David Clark

Much has been learnt since the global pandemic
impacted our lives irrevocably last March. We have
become particularly skilled at adapting quickly to new
scenarios and impressively agile in switching direction
at a moment’s notice. I think that it is fair to say that, as
a community, we have mastered the ‘Covid dance’.

The start of the 2021 academic year corresponded with
a second wave of infections, coupled with the
emergence of a new mutated strain of the Coronavirus.
This led to the difficult decision being made to
commence the year with two weeks of online teaching
across the whole school.
Yet again, the Bridge House staff showed their collective
mettle during this very disrupted and unconventional
start to the school year. In addition to the
comprehensive online teaching programme that was
rolled out at short notice, there was an equally
impressive online extramural offering available to
students. From early morning live yoga sessions to
‘Fitness with Jeff’, robotics club, Pilates, a ‘Cape to Cairo’
team challenge, and a Creative Arts talent show … there
was certainly something for everyone to engage in
while forced to stay at home.
By February we were allowed to resume on-campus
teaching with stringent Covid protocols and screening
stations in place. However, even though we were
permitted to be back at school, Level 3 government
restrictions continued to dictate how many people
could gather in a building, or even outdoors. Gradually
some non-contact sporting codes were given
authorisation to resume practices, under stipulated
conditions.
A further easing of Covid restrictions then saw the vast
majority of our students happily back in their
classrooms, although we chose to maintain a blended
teaching programme to accommodate students who,
on occasion, were compelled to stay at home for
quarantining purposes. We maintained this blended
approach for the remainder of the year.

A highlight early in the second term was the annual
Matric Dance. This was a very successful social
occasion for our senior students and a muchneeded honouring of this rite of passage for our
Matric students in these tough times. Our sports and
cultural activities were allowed to continue under
tight guidelines and a ‘no spectator’ policy still in
place.
The start of the second semester coincided with the
peak of the third wave of Covid infections. Once
again, we were compelled to switch back to our
online teaching programme for the first two weeks
of Term 3 and suspend all extramural activities.
Soon after our students returned to campus, a
cluster outbreak of Covid infections meant that we
were obligated to send our entire Grade 9 group
home for a mandatory 10-day quarantine period.
This was followed shortly thereafter with the Grade 6
and 7 children having to observe a similar isolation
period at home. Those whole-grade quarantining
protocols proved effective in containing the further
spread of the virus within the school.
Competitive interschool fixtures were eventually
allowed to resume, although most schools were
understandably cautious about allowing these
fixtures to happen as frequent outbreaks were
experienced in certain sporting codes and age
groups. The start of the 4th Term saw an almost
normal resumption of school and interschool
sporting activities. The shift to more lenient Level 1
Covid restrictions also meant that school
assemblies, Music Evenings, the Grade 7 Farewell,
Awards ceremonies, and the special Matric
Valedictory and Ringing Out events were able to
take place. A highlight of the 4th term was
undoubtedly the Bridge House Golf Day that, despite
the weather, saw a full house of four-balls
competing for some very impressive prizes. This PA
fundraiser event was a tremendous success, and
much fun was had by all.

The Year in Review ...
Despite the disruptive nature of this year, our diverse
cultural offerings have persevered impressively. And
our various outreach programmes have, amongst other
things, seen the donation of blankets and warm
clothing, regular volunteer work at the local soup
kitchen, and enough plastic bottle caps collected for
another brand-new wheelchair to be given to a
deserving (and delighted) recipient.
Staff and student wellness has been a focus point for
much of the year as we witnessed a global increase in
anxiety levels, depression, and distressing behaviour.
Both individual and wider group strategies have been
implemented to address these concerns – and it is
anticipated that these measures will have to continue
for some time yet.
Throughout this challenging year, we have remained
true to our commitment to maintain “education
uninterrupted” and to stick to our scheduled school
holidays and midterm breaks. Not a single school day
was lost and the balance of having regular holiday time
(so crucial to the mental wellbeing of both staff and
students) was preserved. My gratitude goes to our
incredible team of teachers, as well as our wonderful
admin and support staff, without whom none of this
would have been possible.

I would also like to express my sincere appreciation
to the Bridge House Board and The Pelican Property
Trust directors for their unwavering support and
encouragement throughout the year. Special
mention has to be made of our outgoing Board chair,
Mrs Mary George. What a privilege it has been to
work alongside such a remarkable lady whose
passion and commitment to our school has been
nothing short of extraordinary. Mary has bought an
exceptional skill set, valued insights and a special
vibrancy to every single meeting, Zoom call, email,
phone call or WhatsApp message. Thank you, Mary –
you go with our very best wishes for the exciting new
adventure that awaits you next year. You will be
missed.
Wishing everyone a wonderful Christmas break,
spent with the important people in your life – and
please be extra cautious as we navigate this 4th
wave of Covid infections.
May we continue to dance through everything that
2022 has in store for us.
David Clark
Head of School

Wider Curriculum

The Grade 8 camp at the Breede River is an experience of outdoor fun and adventure. All it
takes is four days in nature to rejuvenate the soul. We were privileged to go on camp in this
tranquil space, with comfortable cabins and age-appropriate activities, efficiently led by the
Felix Unite Round the Bend Team.
On our first day on a fabulous rainy summer's day in Swellendam, we were greeted by the
happy faces of the camp leaders and welcomed with hot chocolate drinks and jokes. We
played games, participated in the obstacle courses, kayaked, and spent time relaxing next to
the fire alongside our friends. We are very thankful to our school for making this possible.
I am grateful to every student who made this an incredible few days well spent. Thank you to
Mr Dirkie De Villiers and Mrs Regina Laubser, who accompanied Mrs S.B and Mr Jacques Le
Roux on the camp.
Mrs S.B (Grade 8 Co-ordinator)
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Dragon Chandelier

The Grade 10 Art Class created the most
incredible
breathing-fire-and-lit-up
dragon
chandelier, made out of repurposed materials.
The next step was their exam practical where
they had to paint the chandelier. They produced
beautiful work.

Arts and Culture is one of Bridge House's Seven Bridges

Dragon Art
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Marine Biology

If you are interested in Marine Biology, then the Cape Town Aquarium is the place to go. Our
Grade 7s learnt a lot on their outing there. It has been wonderful getting back to being out
and about in the Wider Classroom.
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Pool Parties

There have been pool parties galore in the Junior Primary this week. Have a look at all the
photos on our school Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BridgeHouseSchl
These are the Grade 2s on anything that floats.
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College Robotics Challenge

As the culminating event of 2021, the
College Computer Sciences department
held its annual Inter-house Robotics
Challenge.
We
used
the
robotics
challenge from the FIRST LEGO League
Tournament for 2021/2022 with the theme,
CARGO CONNECT. This year’s theme
centres
around
cargo
and
environmentally
sustainable
transport
systems.
This year, the Inter-house tournament was
won by teams from Olympia house who
scored an average of 144 points. Runners
up, Alexandria House, scored 120 points
and in a close third were Helios with 115
points. Congratulations go to the winning
team from Olympia: Neve Mathee, Rosie
Ratcliffe, Marc de Marillac and Emma van
der Waal, whose team scored a whopping
175 points. In second place from
Alexandria were: Olivia Clode, Amelia
Ansley, Abigail Davids and Lulama Mayise,
who scored 155 points.
Look out for our College Robotics Teams,
the Robo Titans and the Tech Titans, who
will take part in regional competitions next
year. All College students are welcome to
join the extramural robotics club and be
part of these teams.
Mrs Dominique Cave
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Service Day
The College spent their second last day of the school year in a series of service activities. The Grade
9s worked in the Garden Farm. Some students helped pack the service staff hampers and others
cleaned desks and classrooms.
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Covid Vaccinations for Students

We received a letter from the Paarl Mediclinic asking us to inform parents that they are
encouraging students between the ages of 12 and 18 to come to the Mediclinic to be
vaccinated. They have more than enough Pfizer vaccines to use before 6 December. They say
that there is not much of a wait, the process is working well and queues are moving swiftly.

Have a Happy Holiday! Stay safe and healthy until
we see you again in January 2022!

